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Editoriai
A life less solitary

The impact of stable design upon equine welfare hos once

again come-under recenf sctutiny in the UK, with calls for

mare welfare fiendly housing lo be investigated and
infroduced where possible, Confining. o horse fo o stoble
resticts interaction with Conspecifics and limifs thé ability o
mave and forage. For @ socidl, free ranging species this can’
ba chailenging. From a veterinary perspecﬂve o suboptimal

efvironment and the associated adrenal response can be:

defimentdl to- horse’ health and mdnifest o5 dafmaging

stereotypic or evgn dangerous behaviour. This has safety’

implications for horses and handlers. includlirig- veterinarians.
Despite: o growing body: of evidence which reports. that
kesping horses in groups best meels thelr physical dnd
behavioural needs, many harsas-stil .continug 16 be housed
individually, The key reason for this confinued isolotion

appedrs to be concemn regordlng equine group dynarmics-

dndl the resultant rsk of Infury. Horses kept at fivery yords cre
often tumed out in uhstable groups with individuals . being
confinyously removed: and replaced. This can contribute ta
elevated levéls. of aggression within the group. in discussion
with horse owners, some feel thit their horses-do nét mind, or
even ‘enjoy being stabled, This & Jargely Based on. ff
cnthropomorph;c belief of what the horse: findls comfortable:
and noet on the horse's. phy5|olog|ccl cnd behovnourcﬂ
Veterinary schools. across the UK sperd time teaching their
students hushandry” and” mdnggement sysfems forfar

animals that.ensure optimal welfare, yet Trcdlhonol E
Rdrsés & still régarded as. acceptable when resecrch Fndln
staté ofherwise,

Emerging housing solutions

Inventive, welfare fiendly housing systems : Femerging
with recommendations. for Use bdsedzon scientific. evidénce
and improved know_ledge of -eqi | structure and
| factical housing
fiitctes moverneit

handier
Although this conce

table design, in parlicular in
S is!oﬁon ex:siS'related io

te to fheir physmloglcal and
dccordance  with  astablished
knowledge. Established expergnce
house horses lndlwduclly, however,

eiholog:col net
expenence an
has largely
scientific- kri

hovsed horses were threats, noT involving phymcol con-cici as
would be the &dse In free ranging horses. Véry few injurigs
were found. ond most were superficial,. Cument findings
tighlight that the imporiant prevéntotive factors o consider

e edfly:; social experence,
dce dilowance .ond this is.

when group housing. horsas -
management of feeding on
where future research must

Horses housed. in .gro
aggressive  behaviour :
conspecifics, os is the
housing fherefare pro

arly age display less
known and  unknown

ind improve the chances __c_ﬁf
ults‘ Group housed horses have

response. when compdred to

horses  [Yamell  etal  2018).
n group composifion ard introdudtion of
horses e group ng is. avgiluble (Hertmdnn el.dl, 2011);
h:s |s largely in sc:entaf i formaf and |nc|ccessm[e fo
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he risk &f becomlng frapped or comered by higher-
individuals, Larget ¢onibination bams suitable for
ihr& or mare. horses with an outdoor ared offer improved
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cial contact ond spoee. Electonic feedmg stations that

résporid o an individual ‘¢hip that the horse wears allow g
peaceful feeding and provision of ad libituni forage which is 5
individually accessible to ol Horses can help to. reduce
aggression [Fig 1}. If group habsing is nof possible then
temoced individual paddocks with stables attached provide ©
some physical ¢ontact and improved sprace with a reduced %
risk of injury (Fig 2. o~ B
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Fig 1: Provision. of od fibitom’ forctge wml:h i mdmduch'y & ]
accessible. o ol horses: can help fo reduce wgygression.

Photegraph with kind permission of Agroscope, Swist Nafional
Sfud Farm.
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Fig 2: Terraced .ihd!_\'fidudl paddocks with stables aftached
provide some physical contoct and improved spdée with o

reduced fisk of injury. Phetograph with kind permission of

Agroscope. Swiss Natianal Stud Farrn.

Fig 3: Stables of Noffingham Trent University have an Infernal
confact

window ollowing physical and  visual

companianship.

'pulc:my, as
oIves d linked

_|n The equ:cen?rcl sysiem This
-pcddock desngn wnih a commy

fhis sysfem reduces
sustainable  land
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mianagement. The system ‘con be modifiéd or smaller
glerments used for smallerareas of lam )
If group or extended outdoor howsing isinat possible then

horses, Minor-modificotions fo exish
Lecwung the upper half’ of stg

1g: hoUsing can be made.

Conclusien

Eoch horse s an_

prothcol housnng 'esrgn fhat offets. |mproved equine wélfare
bur also minimises risk- of injury fo hofses and their owners,
ers velerinarians: In oddifion fo s there 5 an

ith and welfare for our herses,
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hoot of Animal, Rurai énd Environméntal Science,
Notfingham Trent University

References

Hartmann. E.. Sndergoard E. and Kesling. L. 12011} Keeping horses
in groups: a réview. Appl. Anim, Behov, Sef. 136, 77-87.

Jergénsen, G.H.M.,. Borsheln, L. Mejdell. CM. and Sendergaard, E.
(2007} Grouping horses  occoiding fo gender - effects on
aggression. spacing and in]Ul'IBS Appl. Anim. Behav. Sci. 120, 94-
?9.

Rivera, E., Benjamin, 5. Niglion,. B, and.Zanella, A.J, (2002] Behavioural
and physiclogical résponses of howses. to iritial training: the
comparison between posturéd. versus stalled horses. Appl. Anim,
Betiav. 5¢i, 78, 235-252.

Yamel, ¥, Hal, C. Rovie, C..and Walker, 5.L. {2015) Domaesticaled
horses differ in their Behavioural and physidlogical responses to
isolated ond-group-housing. Physiol: Behav. 143, 51-57.

ndividually ‘housed,

ed for gu:donce on successfully mTroducang_



