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Background 
 

The Association of Critical Heritage Studies (ACHS) is an international network of scholars, 

researchers and practitioners working in the broad and interdisciplinary field of heritage studies. The 

primary aim of ACHS is to promote heritage as an area of critical enquiry. Inspired by the paradigms of 

change inherent in postcolonial studies, and the developing interest in critical heritage studies as a 

field of research and academic engagement, it was officially founded in 2012, in Gothenburg, Sweden.  

ACHS 2020: Futures, the fifth biennial conference of the Association of Critical Heritage Studies took 

place across August and September 2020. The conference was chaired by Professor Rodney Harrison, 

AHRC Heritage Priority Area Leadership Fellow and Professor of Heritage Studies at the UCL Institute 

of Archaeology, University College London. It was organised by a local organising committee drawn 

from a range of institutions and disciplinary backgrounds. The local organising committee was 

supported by a scientific committee who as well as reviewing abstracts and chairing stand-alone 

sessions, helped to shape the intellectual agenda of the conference. The conference office was 

supported in the weeks running up to the conference by a small team of staff and volunteers with 

additional staff and volunteers joining for the conference live dates. 

The UCL Institute of Archaeology is one of the world’s leading international centres of expertise for 

research and teaching in the fields of Museum Studies, Conservation, Cultural Heritage Studies, and 

Public Archaeology. The IoA has a long history of promoting Critical Heritage Studies as a field of 

academic research and teaching, and a long association with the ACHS. 

The conference was supported by the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) Heritage Priority 

Area. 

Originally slated to be held in London, England, on the 26th to 30th August, the decision to pivot to a 

fully virtual conference was taken in April. ACHS 2020: FUTURES offered a blend of pre-recorded 

presentations, all available On Demand from the 12th August to the 8th September, and live Q&A 

sessions across the original conference dates. Alongside 138 oral sessions, 19 discussion panels and 4 

poster sessions there were 6 plenary sessions across the five live dates of the conference. For full 

details of the conference programme, please see the conference website.  

The move to virtual, and the associated lower registration fee, meant that the conference was larger 

and more inclusive than it would have been had it taken place as a face to face event. With over 1100 

submissions accepted, the conference included over 800 presentations and attracted a significant 

number of non-presenting attendees. 

With presentations grouped together across 14 sub-themes ranging from Arts and Creative Practice, 

The Future Museum: Collections and Collecting to Future Methods and Approaches to Critical Heritage 

Studies and The Futures of Heritage, the conference encouraged an open and genuine discourse 

between, what was, a broad mix of attendees including scholars and academics as well as students and 

practitioners from both the Global North and South. The conference’s theme – Futures – which aimed 

to engage seriously and critically with the often stated aims of heritage to address the concerns of 

future generations, whilst also asking participants think expansively and creatively about the future of 

critical heritage studies as an emergent field of focus across a range of academic disciplines was, if 

anything, helped by the move to virtual. 

More information on ACHS 2020: Futures can be found here www.achs2020london.com 
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Presentation: BORDER-STRADDLING HERITAGES IN WEST ASIA (conflict and 
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for earthquake affected areas in Chile 
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3D-laser-scanning record as an alternative form of digital
heritage for earthquake affected areas in Chile

Oral

Dr. Bernadette Devilat 1

1. Centre for Architecture, Urbanism and Global Heritage, Nottingham Trent University

The preservation of built heritage implies constant intervention. One form of intervention is rebuilding which,

in seismic countries—such as Chile—is usually understood as restoration: to bring a building back to what it

was before the damage, implying issues of authenticity, sustainability and funding, where previous records are

key.

Currently, advanced recording technologies—such as 3D-laser-scanning—offer unprecedented capabilities for

documenting buildings regularly, as a form of digital preservation. They are used for heritage intervention,

preservation and post-earthquake assessment. In the case of destruction, these records usually inform recon-

struction as a replica. However, due to their accuracy, comprehensiveness and measurability, this paper goes
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beyond the rebuilding ‘as before’ to critically discuss their implications in how heritage buildings are preserved

in contexts of constant destruction and reconstruction due to earthquakes.

By dissecting a 3D-laser-scan record taken in 2013 of Lolol, a heritage village in Chile, a digital realm of an in-

between moment appears, often overlooked in its history. It depicts a transitional period: partly destroyed after

the 2010 earthquake, with ruined walls, emergency supports and temporary structures, but inhabited in such

condition for several years. Focusing on the church, the record portraits a physical status that will never exist

again, as its restoration—and partial rebuilding—started in 2014 and finished in March 2017.

The digital record offers the possibility of a virtual archaeology of architecture accountable for the different

stages of buildings. Instead of erasing the earthquakes’ effects by replacing and building anew, the ‘post-

earthquake-before-reconstruction’ period can appear digitally and potentially inform physical interventions.

1. lolol all plan.jpg 2. lolol section church.jpg

3. plan church of lolol.jpg

A Different Kind of Pilgrimage: Digital Communities and the
Expansion of the Queer Heritage Landscape

Oral

Ms. Katelyn Williams 1

1. Brandenburg University of Technology

‘Thank you for bringing us all together 179 years on, we pay tribute to you. You will be forever in our hearts and

minds’. This handwritten note was left, along with a wreath of rainbow flowers, at the doorstep of Shibden Hall
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