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Feb 2019: NTU Students approaching the Workhouse, Southwell

The output 2 illustrates the body of work of this 5 years long research project, that produced two collective 
installations (in 2015 and 2016) and three performances (in 2017, 2018 and 2019); each year project is 
documented with materials about the research and design process, final output (photo and video of installations 
and performances), and supplementary materials to demonstrate significance and originality.
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Leaflet of National Trust research Strategy 2017-2020

Context: Responding to National Trust research Strategy 2017-2020 
The Research project was enabled by National Trust Research Strategy to fulfil the role of heritage in the modern 
world and to realise ‘Experiences that move, teach and inspire’ through three research strands:
Engagement: To create engaging experiences; National Public Programme: a series of events and exhibitions that 
provoke people to think differently about history, identity and the world today. Histories: to enhance visitor 
experience and interpretation;

Project Research Questions:
• What kind of experiences should 

be made available to visitors, in 
order to achieve this objective of 
National Trust Research Strategy 
2017-2020?

• How can I help to enhance the 
visitors’ engagement in an
Heritage Empty Space like The 
Workhouse in Southwell?
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Scenarchitecture Methodology:
• Read the site through Perception Lab and Mapping of the site (ref: 

Psychogeography and Derive, Situationism);
• Research the history of the building and the workhouses (archive);
• Write a script inspired by workhouse’s past stories and volunteers’

personal stories (devising process);
• Design, present and make a CosProp (making process);
• Design a Performance integrating stories and meanings of past and 

present women’s condition with a specific place of The Workhouse, 
to realise a final collective promenade performance open to public.

Perception Lab and Mapping
Devising process, maquette for design presentation
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Example of Timeline of Research Project (2018 Performance)

Research

Exploration

Cosprop Design

Cosprop Make

Perform
ance

Devising script & Performance

Jan                 Feb                Mar                 Apr               May 

Interim Pres. Final Pres. Fit Up
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2019 – Performance: ‘Poorhouse for Lunatics’ open to the public on Saturday 29 April 2019 (Project: Jan-Apr 2019)
Following The Workhouse  year’s theme ‘Mental Health and The Workhouse’, the Research Project picked the 
opportunity to highlight some contemporary issues in women’s enfranchisement, to give a voice to the homeless 
and vulnerably housed young women of yesterday and today, working In collaboration with The Workhouse 
Volunteers.

Theme: Mental Health and The
Workhouse’;
Designers: Designers: Bessie Allan,
Chrissie Burton, Katy Goodwin, Aimilia
Ioannou, Angela Martin, Molly Williams;
National Trust: Janet Overfield Shaw,
Creative and Community Programme
Officer; Project funded by National
Trust;

Further output: Documentary by Jools
Ayodeji, poster and exhibition for Global
Heritage Showcase

Apr 2019: Designers and Performers 
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Feb 2019: Meeting the volunteers, exploration of Firbeck building, Southwell
Mar 2019: Fit-up session at Waverley studio space
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Apr 2019: Performance at The Workhouse
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May 2019: Documentary about the Research Project  by Jools Ayodeji on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h9an9cO0xB0

Apr 2019: Project report on Facebook Page of The workhouse, Southwell

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h9an9cO0xB0
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July 2019 – Further output: Poster, documentary and exhibition
for Global Heritage Showcase at NTU, Newton Building
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2018 – Performance: Who Cares? open to the public on Saturday 28 April 2018 (Project: January-April 2018)
Following The Workhouse yearlong celebration of the centenary of women’s suffrage in the UK, the Research 
Project picked the opportunity to highlight some contemporary issues in women’s enfranchisement, to give a voice 
to the homeless and vulnerably housed young women of yesterday and today, working In collaboration with young 
homeless people from Newark Emmaus Trust and The Workhouse Volunteers.

Theme: Struggle for Suffrage -
Workhouse Women and the Vote
Designers: Martha Gough, Bex
Gagan, Aimee Ferris, Anna Veskouki,
Eva Gaitanidou
National Trust: Janet Overfield
Shaw, Creative and Community
Programme Officer;
Project funded by National Trust and
in collaboration with Newark
Emmaus Trust;

Apr 2018: Designers and Performers 
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Feb 2018: Meeting the volunteers, Fit-up session, Southwell Mar 2018: Design presentation, Southwell
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April 2018 – Performance at The Workhouse
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June 2018 – Project Exhibition in Waverley Theatre
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April 2018 – Performance 
on Social media

Impact: 
Checked numbers: 500 visitors;
Performance audience: 90 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram:
>4,500 clicks, likes

Audience feedback:

Tom Freshwater (National Public 
Programme Manager, National Trust): 
“The students work really brought the 
exhibition alive; the performances were 
so relevant to the place and the portraits”.

Sarah Tinsley (Director of exhibitions and 
Collections, National Portrait Gallery): 
“This is such a great partnership between 
the NTU and The Workhouse. The 
students work is so moving and effecting; 
I had a tear in my eye!”
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2017 – Performance: Re-Imagining The Workhouse open to the public on Saturday 11 February 2017 (Project: 
October 2016-February 2017);
Working with volunteers at The Workhouse, six Theatre Design students explored the history of the building, and 
the relationship that exists between each volunteer and the site – drawing inspiration from their personal stories.

Theme:
Re-Imagining The Workhouse
Designers:
Jess Boulton, Shelley Poole, Dani Lemon-
Thomas, Aisha Mckinson, Holly Hooker,
Rachael Rolley;
National Trust:
Jane Tappin, Learning and Engagement
Team;
Project enabled and funded by National
Trust’s new Creative Fellow programme.

Further output: video, website;
Feb 2017: Designers and Performers 
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Oct-Dec 2017 – Meeting the Volunteers, devising process, design presentation
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Feb 2018 – Performance at the Workhouse
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2017 Project on NTU 
Website
https://www.ntu.ac.uk/
about-us/news/news-
articles/2017/03/theatre-
design-students-produce-
performance-based-
project-at-the-
workhouse-
in-southwell

The Research Project was enabled and 
funded by National Trust’s new Creative 
Fellow programme at The Workhouse in 
2016. This annual programme of 
residencies was aimed to support the 
production of new creative work, in 
collaboration with researchers, responding 
to the site and engaging audiences in its 
history through creative means.

Feedback of Theatre Design student 
Shelley Poole: “It was a valuable 
experience working on the Heritage Design 
project as we all got to work within the 
local community and interact with National 
Trust volunteers. The project allowed us to 
express our creativity and gave us a way to 
engage with people as a designer in an 
interpretive experience.”

Further outup: Project Video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s4P2UJmWBjE

https://www.ntu.ac.uk/about-us/news/news-articles/2017/03/theatre-design-students-produce-performance-based-project-at-the-workhouse-in-southwell
https://www.ntu.ac.uk/about-us/news/news-articles/2017/03/theatre-design-students-produce-performance-based-project-at-the-workhouse-in-southwell
https://www.ntu.ac.uk/about-us/news/news-articles/2017/03/theatre-design-students-produce-performance-based-project-at-the-workhouse-in-southwell
https://www.ntu.ac.uk/about-us/news/news-articles/2017/03/theatre-design-students-produce-performance-based-project-at-the-workhouse-in-southwell
https://www.ntu.ac.uk/about-us/news/news-articles/2017/03/theatre-design-students-produce-performance-based-project-at-the-workhouse-in-southwell
https://www.ntu.ac.uk/about-us/news/news-articles/2017/03/theatre-design-students-produce-performance-based-project-at-the-workhouse-in-southwell
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s4P2UJmWBjE
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Feb 2016: Location of the Installations at The Workhouse

2016 – Installation: ‘Fragmented Entirety’ open to the public from the 13 – 21 February 2016 (Project: October 
2015-February 2016);
Six Theatre Design students explored the history and the aspects of the Workhouse that had been denied, 
forgotten, and unexpressed, and then designed and realised art installations. Visitors were invited to contemplate 
society as a whole and the differences between the present and the past.

Theme: Collective Installation
Designers: Emma Henderson, Alice
Skellern, Laura Davies, Alice Hallifax,
Lizzie Bettsworth, Lucy Shippam;
National Trust: Alison Cross, Learning
and Engagement Team;
Further output: Video on YouTube,
Project Blog, leaflet, newspaper
article;
Project funded by NTU;
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Nov 2016 – Project briefing and exploration of the Workhouse Design and Making process



Slide 22Andrea Moneta Output #2

Feb 2016 – Installations at the Workhouse
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Feb 2016: Leaflet of the Project

Further output: Leaflet of ‘Fragmented Entirety’ with 
description of the single works helped the audience to 
capture the rationale and process of each single 
installation. 
A video of the project was edited and published on 
YouTube by Moneta.

May 2016: Video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g6y6iLZRJAA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g6y6iLZRJAA
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2016 Project: Fragmented Entirety Blog
https://ntusouthwellproject.wordpress.com/

Article on Newark Advertiser, 18/02/2016

Further output: Dedicated Blog and newspaper article
with interviews to A. Moneta and the designers. 

https://ntusouthwellproject.wordpress.com/
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2015 – Installation: Crafting Stories open to the public from the 14 – 23 February 2015 (Project: October 2014-
February 2015);
Working with The Workhouse House Manager, Education and Events Coordinator and archivists, four Theatre Design 
students responded to the stories, architecture and history of the building by creating various art installations. 

Theme: Collective Installation
Designers: Maia Green, Zoe Harris,
Rebekah Cannon and Jennifer Horan;
National Trust: Linsey Woods – The 
Workhouse Visitors Experience 
manager;
Further output: Video on YouTube by
A. Moneta, Project Blog, NTU website
page, leaflet;
Project funded by NTU;

Feb 2015: Introduction of the project and 
Installations at The Workhouse
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2015 Installation: Crafting Stories 
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2015 Project: Crafting Stories Blog
https://craftingstoriesntwork
house.wordpress.com/

The Project included a Video on 
YouTube (by A. Moneta) and a Blog to 
illustrate the final output and to 
describe the design process and 
methodology of all four students’ 
installations.

Feedback of Theatre Design student 
Maia Green: ‘The experience allowed 
us to work in an inspiring environment 
that had a lasting impact on the way in 
which we think about what theatre is 
to us. Not only did we learn a lot about 
the history of poverty, welfare and 
workhouses, but we all learned how to 
convey our response to the stories of a 
building to a public audience’.

2015 Project: Crafting Stories Video on YouTube by A. Moneta
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8tTZ1lETXaI

https://craftingstoriesntworkhouse.wordpress.com/
https://craftingstoriesntworkhouse.wordpress.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8tTZ1lETXaI
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