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Firms can create
personalised
marketing for a
particular child

A survey showed
that more than
half the word
searches carried
out on an Internet
engine were for
pornography

ViewEoint

People like myself have often said that the
Internet canbe a potentially dangerous place
for children. Parents and teachers are sometimes
left with the dilemma of wanting to give children
access to the ‘information superhighway’,
knowing that some of the ‘information’ out there
is not the kind of material to which we would
want our children to have access — such as
pornography and racist propaganda.

Dangers on the Internet
Parents and teachers need to know the poten-

fringe American regulations that put safeguards
on broadcast media like the television. They
recommend that there should be no children’s
content directly linked to advertising, and that
direct interaction between children and product
characters (like Kellogg's Tony the Tiger and
Frito Lay’s Chester Cheefah) should not be
allowed.

The CME claimed that advertisers used a
variety of online methods (like ‘infomercials’)
to collect detailed data and compile individual
child profiles. This information is then used to

establish direct and inti-

tial dangers, and children
need to know how they
should conduct their time
spent online. A recent
guide produced by the Na-
tional Children’s Home
has provided essential ‘ne-
tiquette’ on such matters,
specifically aiming it at
children. Parents and tea-
chers should read the
guide to be ‘cyberwise’
(see overleaf) as well as
streetwise.,

Mark Griffiths

Children and the
Internet: issues
for parents and

teachers

mate relationships with
children online. The re-
port documents how
children’s privacy is rou-
tinely threatened in order
toencourage them to dis-
close personal informa-
tion about themselves
and their families, with
some sites offering gifts
and prizes. This technol-
ogy makes it possible to
monitor every exchange
between the child and the

Perhaps one of the
major dangers for children occur when they are
in Internet ‘chat rooms’, In the USA there have
been a number of cases where children have
been lured to meet someone whom they met in
a chat room, only to find it was an adult pretend-
ing to be a child. Alternatively, children who
engage in playful and exploratory word searches
can come across hard-core pornography quite
accidentally. For instance, arecent case involved
thousands of American children being exposed
to very hard-core pornography after typing in the
word Bambi. Other less obvious danger areas
include being recipients of ‘flaming’ (abusive
e-mail messages) and ‘spamming’ (invitations
to join services related to financial gain).

The Center for Media Education (CME) al-
leged in a report entitled Web of Deception that
advertisers and marketers are exploiting children
by advertising products on the Internet in ways
that manipulate children and violate their pri-
vacy. They have urged the US Federal Trade
Commission to develop safeguards for children,
and claim that these advertisements would in-

advertisement, allowing firms to create person-
alised marketing for a particular child.

Pornography and the Internet

A recent survey by Family PC (an American
computer magazine) found that only half the
parents surveyed were aware of potential dan-
gers on the Internet, and that only 30% used
‘blocking software’ such as Ner Nanny. Some
people say that the great thing about the Internet
is that it is completely uncensored, but in that
sense it can provide potential dangers for child-
ren. Some people have gone so far as claiming
that the Intemet is now just a heavily-used red-
light district. Issues surrounding censorship are
high on the moral agenda, but preventing access
to such sites is difficult. Packages like Surf-
watch, which block access to pornographic
sites, can be circumvented, and there are also
other packages like Babewatch which do the
exact opposite — that is, locate nothing but
pornographic sites.

So how prevalent is computer pornography?

o o

= z>

i ¥
jsa & g £ A
ax =2 - ca =
28 5§ swa £ £ 2R E s
1§ 2 SR8 ZE & 606 o g
H 3 £5§¢ oF 200 =g

==E Eed § 5 EEs E ¥
- mOow -
;E“:m? g8z 4 5828 a ;
EBEced8828 myy « E BET E
J0EY @S “EdSEy 5 BeDme E £
18702 POERS 0=zUgRIr s 2
>N TR UEERL =raRdl = I
Py rivgiod o¥oagn wTSERED .sU
iTEEb. BPUL o EI EEUUZ Broy
1653 32c09:55000 TolEsecs Fask
e SXZEZZ Safaub5E £ 8tk
lZsom= SEL=S S CcLomO0ng X HSE
WEISSaRRdr323E OraoYzan O oo

Faringdan

£ =
. 2 ; 2y z
B 5w b 4 i3 2

[V = 5
2 £k 2 i § £ 8 c zEn E T Ze

Eald o -] S > Eeoy o Ve
topesd T OE.. ES g : & zpefatp ¥z 8%
= - = @ - a:,_m"‘«.. - =2
argE 2552 8, g3c_ § T §F Cho.ezs &= § U= o
CuESCcfoo = o 4 Flugse .
SESIEEE50 Ydx gg3SR ¥ g oz TSEp = £ 3 g0 8
£z EEE Iy P o
g;zﬁgzgé awxu££'iEE i e - f_ng‘_g:l:iz'g T - 1f %s
£.5530¢8 e FUE5 8RRy 32§ ITsslier EouvSET
TESEiegals PeSEitaties L5 T_pouEfscEl Iy
sm3cEZ 270 CoDnsEelc 8% ¢ TofedTgPLy GIc£.tt
£2893500F EPEE0025,E88 520 P8 SR 8500 (b0 A2
DEfooloyns £ 20a 052008 § 02 S5 S Esh202028 SURpdERY
=pZEE E-PR Ea- PPCLEUNE So5 T8 §UCSnAriRo ECSEESTE
FIT5C SEI S5 Sooebeir €83 a3 Aisteltials BrgsEnEs

2?\
rosby
Maricourt R.C. High, Maghull

Manor High,
Meols Cop High

Sacred Heart R.C. Hign, Crosby

Shetfield

5 8. E o
E v £ g 3
te i B #35 x F . A
5 5 hE¥. % s I# ;
52 $ .5 g 2.US23 u¢ S pip
5 £ .59 & ¥55EVECEG »E£53E 3.
E B sc = Hein B =
i Eis 2c T oEe X pac ;S05® . Eq=es © £
5 £3E $953 98525 Songigned  GIEYR TRy
2 =3z B e P e -5A0E L25Ex
E =8; _pooEygmesNESEanTESSRly  WOMAR ¥Pss
. -8R . - 3 o =5 ; -
. c0nL  pEpfE -ghawﬂ’usug.;uux FUFo8 g GEEE
L¥] =5 oFg CTIIiismoiNogflEE . TEESSLauE o
¥ E8en CEoSERlEREOizcoer¥ wicefozBsby, 06
& ay e e SeoimErEThon PO RgUPYIC0Banr e wlg,,
% 50 § iRy WDazUzgEdgZ .ﬁ”ggiggs‘;&%;l}ﬁ'o%sog U
o=k & o= S wE T E oD aOENE T o CRRe
8255 % B50c §EOYLETE SudufEclsg ToEIsESER
£E%cf. oY BEDI =% R SERWES 2R (EBBREEISEERE
R TR R GEIosEEEcEsotbSa5EE
S£uBEE5E 95380 E2%, QEX =505 Eb eonransyasfrEqrdsE
REG2REY EEime ‘an::?:\:zowEwuo SEEEERmRSROSS B. _:%s
OFSECFI B U006 & ODFnaAF000LITITII 28355 0847 GR RAAZ

West Samerset CC, Minenegd

westfield, Yeovil



whititone CC, Shepton Mallet

“eevh College
Staffordshire

10 Education and Health

Vol. 16 No. 1, 1998

anything else).

Usenet groups.

and Hazards, 1998,

Guidelines for children on how to be safe on the Internet

1. Never tell anyone whom you meet on the Internet your home
address, telephone number or school's name unless you are given
permigsion by a parent or carer.

2. Never send anyone your picture, credit card or bank details (or

3. Never give your password to anyone — even your best friend.

4. Never arrange to meet anyone in person whom you have met on the
Internet without first agreeing it with your parent or carer.

5. Never stay in a chat room or in a conference if someone says or
writes something that makes you feel uncomfortable or worried. Always
report it to your parent or carer,

6. Never respond to nasty, suggestive or rude e-mails or postings in

7. 1 you see bad language or distasteful pictures while you are online,
always tell your parent or carer.

8. When you are online, always be yourself and do not pretend to be
anyone or anything you are not.

9. Always remember that if someone makes you an offer that seems too
good to be trus — then it probably is.

From NCH Action for Children: Children on the Internet: Opportunities

Dr Mark Griffiths is a

Reader in Psychology at

Nottingham Trent

University. His currem
interesis are concerned

with ‘technological

addictions’, particularly to
computer games and the

Internet.

Defenders of the Intemnet argue that only 3% of
the total number of files are pornographic, but a
survey carried out by the University of Middle-
sex analysed a million word searches on an
Internet search engine and reported that over half
of them were aimed at locating pornography.
The top eight word searches were all pomo-
graphy-related. The study also reported that the
pornography was more than just pictures of
naked people; for instance, there was informa-
tion for padophiles on how to entrap and (in

some instances) kill children. It was also
claimed that some bulletin-board sites gave in-
formation on how to have intercourse with am-
putees, as well as accounts of child sexual abuse,
which appeared to have been put there by the
abusers themselves.

Another survey by Carnegie Mellon Univer-
sity in the USA (conducted over 18 months)
found nearly one million sexually-explicit com-
puter files. On Internet discussion groups,
83.5% of all pictures were pornographic, In
another survey, 13 of the 40 most frequently-
visited newsgroups were pornographic.

The high level of interest in these sites may
not just be restricted to the adult population,
since there have been reports of downloaded
computer pornography circulating in school
playgrounds. Such material is easy fo conceal,
and it is impossible to determine a disc’s con-
tents just by looking at it. A survey by the
University of Central Lancashire reported that
computer pornography was available at 3 out of
10 boys’ secondary schools — a lot of which
was bought and sold at car boot sales!

The issues raised here are not meant to be
alarmist, but have been highlighted to raise
awareness amongst parents and eachers of In-
ternet issues concerning the exploitation of
children and the potential unsuitability of some
material. These issues need to be explicitly
stated, as there may be a ‘technological gener-
ation gap’ between parents and children (and
maybe between children and some teachers).
Everyone involved with contemporary techno-
logical issues needs both to be educated about
the Internet and to understand how to be educa-
tional with the Internet.

-

COMING SOON!

A new report from the Schools Health Education Unit

A study of young people’s mental health, in the context of their
physicai health and social relationships.

The data were derived from the Health Relaied Behaviour Questionnaire,
as used in surveys between 1991 and 1997.

affarg
e-under-l.yme

h

Hall Camp,, Stoke-on-Trent
ranvitle, Burton-on-Trent

Wyrley High
Kind Edward 1 High, Staffard

* p#wcastie-under-Ly

&

Great
5t Peter’s C.E, High, Stoke-on.Trent

Thomas Alleynes, Uttoxeter

Blythe Bridge High, Stoke.on-Trent
Trentham

Chesterton Hign, Newcastle

Clayton High
'
Windsor Park Midgdle, Uttoxeter

Stockport

The Blake School, Hedresfarg
Blakenill, Cannock

MNorton Canes Comprehensive
Painsley R.C. High, Cheadle
Polesworth, Tamwor:

Fusing Braok High, 5

Sneyd High, Newcast

5t Malg-;lret. Tunnstal
Wilrecote, Tamwortn

Clhou
The

marple Hall High, Marple

* Creadle Hulme High
Regditch Valke
warneth, Romiley

Suffoik

o
5 . 8 = 3
= -] £ 8 E i E‘
td = ¥ 2 c 5 ) £
= S € »E g E 8-, = @ =
= E g R o w3
a = P =& o BEZE® x c 5
3¢ = 8% Sﬁ‘n” ® TPeX o 68 § =
28 3 SxcufcisY oL $E3z £ ¢ e
w ¥ _% Fho_Faal § %r ge zmaf £ ¥ Si.f &
€ 5 TAcm EZRER D =3 £z Bur: % 3 SPRE £
Sof CTISESE.E80H 2 Sy B JolE B R 85w E
pa $3353apfong 5 35 g Mozaih B £ Faed £
25, 343ag90-5Jz6™ 3 @E _a} £,8089 = 9 i wE
SB2 AGRTia My .5d . 5 W= BLEGEL £ 5  $cBir:
= Ig—g= =y ‘E‘Dt‘ £ 53 8.8 283285 H EngUO
Wi? =o.c¥rinfDy pgl . 5F- 3% 9IRT £  §ongLZ
tasc RS gopn TR e 22 9 £
gz 0 e EneBE, 07 2Tk 99;159;0;253353 p Iz XESULE
35EI§21"—‘I§§D¥§55_50;IIxSiIi“;fo)\;u 5325553-;5,‘__
€0 Eaz =2 tn U gin = cTeubZA5E 8 .oa0 t=
TP S PE B e R P E R e 1 T
Pt e ¥E o ;nvt;w«wlgguggg_‘ :3;:;_.?‘ ““7"1‘3:“'&«&3 b
SR R RS e i e T T IR v
AONAG0UOUUUONLOTITIYYY JZZ000 AARZE Homoul Pl

All Hallows R.C_, Farnham
The Bishap David Brown, Woking
Bishop Reindorp C-E. Guirdford,

Ash Manor, Aldershot

Abbeylands, Addlestone
Beagon, Hanstead

E

H

£ E @

g 2 3

¢ g T 5 &3

o = o < B 3 £
5 = H sE B ] £ B3 8 E
& 3 28 s/ g 5 £
= = o @ “ZE ZZof % 5“ 5 gw: & 0 S

o ~cof2s IFEx an 0 = a B &

¥ % £ ¢ SESEe® CG:E§ w Yaug o F:®> = 4 aE
92 § 29§ —p3Ezh CS¥E £ BEgp0 Zul Fu £ S 8oy
R B IPF ESPRREEIaEE.BERc Ope 358 0§ Ea S
S9 Foesgs Zmic CREsOlciifRii: dod ¥ ¢ T . 8
-0 oz, Eghdw BESEYRAUGE T LT BIY 5 4 Soul
58ceadtogn Sos8nrs BLeafo Rt F oy o5y 4.8 280%0
52-&'.'3"%‘-5%:5;&,2353;0;50:‘-"‘—-‘;.9&55 Wome s>SESefkzegs
Fo—c A Uy D el iR W BERieC 5y T el rErg Rl ias =
R e et e bR e et s
S A T F R R B A B e e e i)
b L e S e LI T T L Lt e
HU « WHWUC OO TITE e s EARGRRAF-2> @ dDBoLOIIITTITI Jfdra

Ropertsbridge
Seafora Head

St Richard's B2, Bexnill-on-S5ea



