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Chapter 1:

Introduction

"But a city is more than a place in space; it's a drama in time."

- Patrick Gedd€4905 p107)

1.1 Background of the study

Lagos metropolis, a hot, humid, coastal city in sewtst Nigeria, is the cultural melting pot

and 'commercial nerveenter of the country. However, the city is significant and famous
because of its colonial roots and its historical background, as the original seat of power in
Nigeria (Omoegun, 2015).

As a result, Lagos metropolis is widely regarded locally and internationally, as an overcrowded
city, ranking among the first 10 of such cities in the world (Gandy, 2006; Abiodun, 1997;
Makinde, et al.2016; Muhammeget al., 2015; Oyesiku, 2010). This popularity makes the city
an attractive destination. Hence, it contributes significantly to the perennial challenge of rapid
urban growth. The symptoms are the causes and effects of overcrowding, such as high
population and land use density, urban pedestriaand vehicular traffic congestion,
continuous ruralurban migration and urban sprawl (Omoegun, 2015).

The perennial pedestrian and vehicular traffic in urban public spaces, has assumed the level
of an urban phenomenon, especially in prime hagnsity locations within the city. This
traffic which often results from in congestion very commonly occurs desiyy dawn to dusk,
especially during the peak periods of the weekdays, as Lagosians, customarily go about their

respective daily businessn masseon foot, by public transport or by private vehicles.



However, closely related to this phenomenon of pedestrian and vehicular traffic is the
arguably controversial presence of various forms of street trading activities in the urban
communalplacesof the city.

Considering this reality, the purpose of this research is to inquire into the controversy
surrounding street traders in the urban public spaces of prime-Higtsity locations in Lagos,

as well as the hectic routine of daily life in Lagos, which revolv@snd pedestrian and
vehicular traffic. To some extent, this impetus comes from the author's own-tkenmg

interactions with street vendors as a pedestrian and motorist in the city's public areas.

1.2 Researchaims, objectives and questions

Several historical, sociopolitical, cultural, and economic aspects all contribute to
the reality of daily life and the establishment of thenorganized
economicsector in the Lagos metropolis, which is described as the "commercial
nerve core" of Nigeriawhen discussing the importance of the underground
economy, Lagos stands out. Lagos, the most populous metropolis in Nigeria, is
home to over 17 million people (Meaghher and Yunusa, 1996; Skinner, 2008;
Neuwirth, 2009). Nigeria has one of the largest andsimobrant informal
economies in the world. The informal sector of the Lagos economy is estimated
to employ between 50 and 75 percent of the city's workers (LSG, 2004), with
commercial transactions predominating there since the beginriihg estimate

Is in spite that manufacturing and other services are also signifi@rodun,
1997). As a result, probably millions of individuals in Lagos rely on the informal

economy for theidivelihood and sustenance daily bread.

¢tKAa addzRe asSSi1a (G2 dzyRSNARGFIYR K2¢g auNBSG UGN
fARS I2ya Y DOANBSYR fiRKAB S GKS addzReé K2LISa (2 02y
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LISNDS LI A2y y2 T KEK D 2FK B &K 2% AK/S THERNEZ i-daNd
'yR LISNGFS GKAS2 YOA e AYyRAOFGSEa GKS REFEAf & NERdziA,
dzZNB Iy Lldzof AO &LI OSd ¢KS OKINIOGSNRaAGAOA 27F
Y2U2N) LI N Z SKAOK RFOL OaRSEBNILISRSEEND | O02 ¥y FRa G/
aLJ OS | yR (KSRS gziMES& MR ANRT YISHEKE yIAVFADOK YN0 OK I N
2F GKAA LKSYy2YSYy2NBA8yO0KS2D2gHNRIEGADER BN 8IA S &
Ay LJdzo thAGK SANUIAGRA OF 12 NA GKI G I FFSO0G GKS SELISN
FNE faz2 O2WVBRESR2AYUWRS @SI&dhH

DA@SY GKS FIrOG GKIFIG &aGNBSG GNXYRAy3I | OGAGAGAS
Ay GKS OAleéer GKSNBTF2NB aLl dAlrft O2yUNROdziA2Yy
I yR NB&adz GFyid A&aadzsSa Iy GRS ES FINBYA AKIBA SLaK &A
LJdzot AO &aLJ OSo

CKS KAAUG2NAOFITX a20A2S02y2YAO0x OdzZ GdzNI £ = |y
FY2y3 20KSNJ GKAy3az GKS @2tdzyS 2F LISRSAGNRI
dzNB 'y Llzot AO &Ll OS:I FTNIYSa GKS&S! R RO KA VIASE
ddzLJLI2 NIia GKS AYLRNIFYyOS 2F GKS addzRedua 3I21f &

CKAad NBASFENOK A& SYLANAROFE YR |YOGKNRLRE23A
I RRNBaa (GKS F2ff26Ay3d FdzyRFIYSyidlf O2yOSNya:
GKAOK aSNWSa a  OFasS aiddzRe aSaiAy3a F2N GKA
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Objective 1



To describeanalyzeand determine how samples of street trading activities connect spatially
with the daily routine of pedestrian and vehicular traffic in different settings of the urban

public space of the case study location.

This objective shows how these samples fit with other indicators of the perception of the city.

The resultant questions include:

What is the background of the sample street trader?
What type of street trading activities do they practice?

What is the routine and experiences of the daily life of the sample trader?

= =_ =2 =

How do these factors interpret spatially, and provides insights leading to inputs for policy?

Objective 2

To obtain feedback frorkey informants such astreet traders)ocal residents and workers

the case study location in order to obtain objective and realistic input into public policy.

These objective addressesfferent strategies used to obtain information from different
categories of respondents, to substantiate the findings of theabjective. Therefore, the

resultant questions are as follows:

1 Who are the street traders who occupy and use the urban public space? How are they
distributed?

1 Who are the crowd of road users that make up the pedestrian and vehicular traffic in the
case study location? How do they occupy and use urban public space?

1 Who are the different categories of the local population that make up the key informants
in the case study location? What roles do they play in the urban public space and the case
study location?

1 How can feedback be obtained from these different categories of respondents? How can
the findings be used to substantiate the findings of tffeoBjective and also provide input
into public policy?

Objective 3



To utilize the outcomes of the research to provide recommendations which address the gaps

in present public policy for street trade activities in Lagos metropolitan.

This goal attends to the study's secondary purpose. It is the culmination of the study's
preceding aims, bringing together their findings to demonstrate the study's relevance and

impact on society.

1 What are the gaps in existing policies for street trading activities in Lagos metropolis?

1 To what extent do the study's findings contributeexisting knowledg@

1 How do the study's results fill the gaps left by the current regulations on street stalls in
Lagos's metropolitan area?

1 What recommendations couldeen made as eesult of this study to close the loopholes

in the current laws governing street trade in Lagos?

1.3 Ojodu Berger motor park area, Lagos Metropolis

h2a2Rdz . SNHASNJ Aa 2yS 2F adzOK LINRYS 20l GA2ya:
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LR2NIA2ya 2F (KS LAKBSOARNFIRBRELINBAABYROPGKS [ | 3
There are high concentration and distribution of pedestrian and vehicular traffic, and other

land use activities and features in this area. These-lss®ifeatures include the Ojodu Berger

motor park, the Ojodu retail market premises, and the bus stopsgdaamng the property lines

of the buildings along the busy Isheri road, which extends into mainland lkeja. The building

types along the Isheroad include rows of closely packed commercial, mixsd, civic and

residential buildings.

Furthermore, the Ojodu Berger motor park area contains a significant number of public
infrastructures such as an overhead bridge, power lines and drainage gutters which serve as
boundary markers and space definers. All of these makes the area a busy cnafijnbased,

mixeduse environment.



As a result of these characteristics, the area often experiences high pedestrian and vehicular
traffic congestion, especially during peak hours of a typical working day. This condition makes

the location ideal for various forms of street trading activities

Figure 1.1: Lagos, Nigetia

! Lagos State GovernmeqCentre of Excellencéttps://lagosstate.gov.ng/
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Figure 1.2: Picture showing the routine of daily life in Ojodu Berger motor park area, Lagos metropolis.

FIGURE 1.2 shows theese of everyday life at Ojodu Berger motor park area at Isheri road
junction. This street setting of urban public space shawsrplay of nature, the built
environment, people of different age, interests and background; land use activities made up
of thosethat are fixed, mobile or a combination of both; and various forms of street trading

activities.

The movement pattern, concentration and distribution of pedestrian and vehicular traffic
[public and private] area the core attivities in Ojodu Berger. This is impacted significantly
by the presence of the Ojodu Berger motor park, a popular inter and stage public
transport location. This, in turn stimulates the presence of various forms of street trading
activities. This traffic affecthie perception of the area and presence of municipal authorities

to control the activities and also maintaisw and order.

Theoretically, all these reflect the impact of interwoven sespatial themes summarizing the

outcome of observations afongested and crowded spage

(1) Variety of movement patterns, sights, sounds, interactions, spaces and places

(2) Multiple forms of activities and patterns of space negotiations
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(3) Manifestation of stress, anxietW OK I 23 Q X | f SNy Saaz

smells
(4) Opportunity, chance, networking, encounter, competition

(5) Crowd which is made up of users of the city space and includes pedestrian and vehicular

traffic
(6) The hustle and bustle outlook indicating a prevailing mindset of time consciousness

Symbolic significance of case study location

Ojodu Berger motor park is a central location at the outskirts of Lagos state where Lagos it

forms the boundary with Ogun state. It is also a part of Ikeja LGA, the administrative capital

of Lagos. The area includes the Lagos / Ibadan expressway, whminiged at the Ojodu

Berger part by the Berger motor park. This motor park, coupled with the surrounding land

use activities including the end of the Isheyad forms the activity core at Ojodu Berger.

Ojodu Berger is famous for the motor park, which is a major inter and intra state park. This is

amixedusearea, dominated by housing settlements and urban sprawl. The Isheri road is the

principal axis and forms the axis or the activity core in Ojodu Berger.

Isheri road is the main pedestrian and vehicular circulation axis in Ojodu Berger. Therefore,

the Ojodu Berger activity core comprises of the Ojodu main park, the Isheri road itself which

is a main vehicular and pedestrian route leading to Ikeja main&adounding this road are

various land use features and activities such as commercial buildings, commercial transport

activities, vehicular and pedestridraffic, and other street market activities. The activities in

this area impact significantly on ndey locations and due to the high land use density of

Ojodu Berger, the commercial spatial character of the activity core spreads, as one moves

away to other areas in Ikeja.

The significance of the case study location is summarised as follows:

1. Thisis a popular activity core area in the outskirts of lkeja LGA.

2. A mixed used built environment comprising of a wide range of commercial, residential,
religious infrastructures, all of which reflect the types of primary land use activities in the

area.



3. Evidence of crowded space due to a high concentration of land use activities and presence
of major road network.

4. Notable location for various forms of street trading activities, due to the presence of the
motor park, commercial and various forms of wholesale and retail market activities.

5. Notable terminus for various forms of urban public mass transportation, as well as a major
pedestrian and vehicular traffic route.

6. A popular central business area for the Ojodu community and Lagos mainland

7. A border location into and out of Lagos metropaji®order between Lagos state and
beyond. This includes the Lagoslibadan expressway at the entry point into Lagos
metropolis, with the Ojodu Berger Motor Park serving as a major urban mass transport
location.

8. Thepresence of Isheri roagla major vehicular and pedestrian transport route leading to
Ikeja mainland and the Muritala Mohamed international airport. It is also a major route
that connects with minor streets that lead to the Ojodu Berger interior.

9. A congested and predominantly commercial area, with sizable number of formal
institutions and mixeeluse commercial based infrastructure.

10.Located in Ikeja local government area, with close proximity to Alausa, the capital and
administrative seat of power in Lagostate. Therefore, a significant amount of
government representation in terms of personnel within the population and
infrastructure within the built environment, especially in the public space.

11. A collection of significant and interwoven street settings of urban public space.

12. A population concentration and distribution core area in Ojodu and lkeja Ishgusthere
is a greater density of public services and commercial establishneartd;the presence
of the major transportation route comprising of Lagdbadan expressway and the Isheri
road.

13.The motor park itself, which is a significant catalyst for movement, activities, commerce,
crowd, all of which combine to enhance the vitality and vibrancy of the area.

14.The strategic location of the area at the border with Ogun state makes it a prime route for
immigration into and out of Lagos. In turn, this has, impacted significantly on the state of
the built environment, where there is clear evidence of the symptomsapfd urban

growth and urbanization challenges in Lagos, such as high population and land use
9



density, urban sprawl and conurbation, blighted settlements, and high population
concentration of the urban poor living in poareighborhoodswith limited public
infrastructure.

15. A prime location for various forms of street trading activities taking place along the Isheri
road and other minor streets that connects with Isheri road. This is due to the
concentration of land use activities and the presence of two major roqtiée Layos /

Ibadan expressway which represents the federal route, while the Isheri road represents

the state route.

Figure 13: Map of Lagos state, Nigeria showing the location of Ikeja L.G.A
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Figure 14: Ariel map of Ojodu Berger, in Ikeja L.G.A
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Figure1.5:Map of Ojodu Berger, showing significant land use patterns around Isheri road, the main
movement axis in the area.
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Figurel.6: Picture of Ojodu Berger motor park area, showing Isheri road at off peak period.
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 Seasom K2 KdzYAR Of AYIGS O2YLINRAAY3I 2F RNEBEX
weather patterns)

1 Weather (daily atmospheric condition comprising of the combination of wind, rain,
sun, cloud, relative humidity),
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1 Sunlight(light and heat intensity, daily temperature range, shades and shadows),

1 Wind (wind flow pattern, wind types SW prevailing vs. NE harmattan: moisture and
humidity level, breeze: wind and air flow pattern),

1 Rainfall(types of rainfall, moisture, humidity),

1 Cloud(types of clouds, effect of cloud cover on weath&ariation in sunlight

intensity, rainfall, and wind pattern)

Figure 1.7:1sheri road rush hour traffic after a heavy downpoumorning.
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Layout of built environment

This comprises of the built environment features such as public amenities, buildings, roads,
setbacks, services, landscape. It also comprises of the land use patterns and physical state of
these built environment features. It also includes arrangement @istribution of land use
activities. Other components include built environment features, configuration,

arrangements, land use patterns.
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Figure 1.8 Map showing thebuilt environment layout around Isheri roadOjoduBerger

People

The people in the case study location also make up the crowd which is the users of the city
space andincludes the automotive and pedestrian traffic in metropolitan public space
settings. These people include individuals and groups in classificationsgef gender
ethnicity, social, age, occupation, religion, education, gender, ideology, family background,
and status. These people make up the users of the built environment by engaging in various
forms of land use activities. They also make up the potential tarigetstreet tradersit is
noteworthy that the population demographics and distribution variggh time and is
associated with activity patternegarding the research area's utilisation of land

This aspectis very important, as it impactsignificantly on the presenceoncentration,
distribution and marketing strategyf the street trading activities.

¢CKS Hnnc bAISNRAFIY OSyadza Llzia GKA& | NBF |
OMTMITYH YI f Sa&TheNoappbpulatien cendpivskstoStke indigenous settlers

or natives, house owners and tenants. The demograpbfahe local population is made up
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of (1) gender¢ male, female; (2) age Youth, middle age, old; (3) ethnicityindigene,

foreigner; (4) educatioq literate, semic literate, illiterate.

Road users pedestrian and vehicular traffic

Behaviour comprises of the social and spatial characteristics of Lagosians, particularly in street
setting of the urban public spac&hese characteristics represetiteir response to the
challenges of everyday life in the city. It manifests in various attributes such as dressing,
fashion and outlook, mood, attitudes, habits, and body language. The body language includes
everyday facial outlook and expressions suchbasy, in a rush, sharp, fast, aggressive,
hardened, resilient, docile, hopeful, Youthfusse vernacular, cheerfulness. Closely
associated to these characteristics are mood, beliefs, attitudes, dispositions, social

expressions, feelings and sentiments.

1. Behaviour is underpinned by religious, ethnic and cultural sensitivities and consciousness
and these manifests in attributes such as values, morals, beliefs, greetings, conduct,
expressions, ethics, norms, taboo, respect, courtesy and superstitions.

2. Behaviour is also associated with visual and verbal communication, and this includes the
manner of visual and verbal expression. Verbal expression includes loud, expressive,
vernacular based code mixed language use.-Bolnial influences also play asificant
part and this includes the use of English and its vernacular derivatives as acceptable means
of verbal communication. The vernacular derivatives include various forms of code mix,
code switch, and vernacular forms of visual and verbal expressikedl to folk culture,
such asEko, Naija mentality;ethnic, cultural, religious, gender, fashion, ideology,
mentality and "sense of familiarity".

3. Behaviour is also associated with dressing and physical outlook, which is deeply rooted in
culture, religion, education, and the postcolonial influences such as globalization. Fashion
consciousness via dressing as a visible part of cultural/ethnic/retigidentity and
expression

4. Another component of behaviour is verbal and audio sound which compriskegnafin

and vehicular traffic, movements, conversations, noise, andsic. Sound is also
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of Lagosians.

5. Behaviour also has a soepatial impact on street trading activities through movement
pattern and positioning. Disposition / condu@ictive, passive, neutrglphysical outlook,
manner of commercial transaction, social interacti@mcounter, meeting, negotiation,
manner of visual verbal communication), social relationships.

6. The prevailing socio economic climate shapes the expectations of everyday life and this
motivates the 'drive’ that shapes people's behavioural tendencies in public space.
Therefore, street trading activities represent an 'unconventional’, alternativejbikex
'stop ga2 | LILtiNGRshi@hfhis effect by providing 'portable’ commodities at relatively
cheaper and negotiable rate in the public spacehus eliminating additional overhead
cost, which can drive up the price of the product, which in turn makdsss easily
accessible and affordable. This strategy is known for its ability to effortlessly appeal to the
everyday culturally ingrained understanding of social interactions, and therefore appeals
to, and fits seamlessly with the behavioural tendescef people in their daily lives
through the public space, thereby impacting significantly in meeting their everyday 'basic
and essential' needs of life.

Breakdown of inherent social and spatial based behavioural characteristics of lagosians in

urban public space:
Category A Social basief behaviouramanifestations

1 Moralupbringing: Sense of values, temperament

1 Age and maturity: Tolerance level, temperament

1 Lifeexperiences, culturand religious beliefs: temperament, exposure and world view

1 Ethnicity, gender and family background: language expressions, dressithgok,

temperament

1 Background and level of formal education: motivation, outlook, intelligence level,
taste, confidence, life goals and achievements, purpose driven, temperament,
maturity

1 Career and nature of job: Social status, outlook, income level, temperament, maturity,

daily routine
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1 Strength and state of health: Outlook, temperament, tolerance level, youthful

Category B Spatial basisf behaviouramanifestations

1 Congestion and overcrowding: impatience, speed, aggressive, competitive, focused,
stress, alertness, attentive, multhngual, brisk movements, touchy, suspicious,
calculative, paranoid, rapid movement.

Significance of vernacular

The urban public space as no man's laaderyone is free to express themselves, albeit within
the limits of law and order. The unrestricted use of vernacular, due to the heterogeneity of
the population in the urban public space represents a basis of camiehentity, to which
informal activities such as street trading connects with, in order to stimulate commercial
transactions. Therefore, the informal approach to commercial transactions, such as is the case
with street trading activities provides a verndar appeal to the inherent behavioural
instincts of Lagosians, which manifests, particularly during peak periods of crowd, when
everyone can be free to be themselves. It can be argued that the street trading activities

represent an organic response to tegisting sociespatial dynamics of the city.

As a result, the diversity of the product on display shows that there is something for everyone.

Furthermore, the marketing strategy and the placement of each street trading activity is done

in order to reflect the lifestyle pattern, taste, interest, incemand other behavioural

attributes of prospective customers from among the crowd of pedestrian and vehicular

traffic.

T 2KFEG A& 0KS NRdAziAyS 2F LISRSAGNALIY YR @SKA
OCAYRNYY AIBER GRA 4 0dzaaA2yayY capyning I WANIARWHFW Y Jcry
miMYoRi BXRRI &ymWawldviT Y! F (O Sq\iy/Y202nyLYY Tm YOO SYWA v 3 Y
ccYon LIVYT b@yawoinyLIEUY o n LIY

The summary of the time frame, including the impact of other factors such as weather

condition, traffic situation, activities / events are presented in tahle
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Working day in

1:30pm¢ 4:30pm

hot, humid, less
windy

Time frame Weather condition Traffic situation Activities / events
the week
Early morning: Very cool, very Rush hour, ¥ peak period,| Rapid movement
6:30 am¢ 9:30 am | damp heavy traffic, congestion | rowdy, noisy
. . . Rapid but stead
Morning: 9:30 am | Cool, cloudy, light | 2" peak period, steady P )
i movement, less
-11:30 am shower, damp traffic flow ,
noisy
Less rapid
Midday: 11:30am | Sunny, hot, dry, 18t off peak period, less movement, less
¢ 1:30pm windy noisy, lesser traffic flow | crowd, less traffic
movement
Mondayc¢ Frida
ye y Verv sunnv. ver Workers  break time
Afternoon: y y, Very primary and secondary Sparse, free, light

school closing hours, mil
peak period, noisy

movement

Evening: 4:30pm

Very sunny, humid

Rush hour, 3 peak period,

Rapid but steady

6:30 pm less windy noisy, steady traffic flow mqvement, less
noisy

Night: 6:30pny, Cool, humid, lesy Rush hour, #peak period,| Rapid movement

8:30pm windy noisy, congestion rowdy, noisy

Table 11: Breakdown of timeframe of pedestrian and vehicular movement in a typical working day

The early morning period (6:30an®:30am) represents thesttime frame of the day. Traffic

wise, this is the early morning rush hour, which is characterized by high volume vehicular and

pedestrian traffic movement. This is the period of the day, when workers, business owners

and students from nursery schools upttatiary institutions set off to work, businesses and

school respectively. Given thiegh-densitynature of the case study location, this period of

the day is characterized by overcrowding, noise, tense and rapid movement, traffic holdup,

high volume of pople in the urban public space. This scenario is the basis for the hustle and

bustle nature of the city. Given the crowded nature of the public space, this period also marks

the arrival and significant presence of government and community personnel,asutie

police, LASTMA, cleaners, RRS, Vigilante, area boys. These personnel engage in traffic and

security control as well as sanitation. Their presence underlines the political significance of

the urban public space, particularly at this time of the day.

Street hawkers are the dominant form of street trading activity during this time frame. This is

due to their marketing strategy, which is characterized by rapid movement and flexible
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positioning, coupled with compact and portable goods packaging and easy, quick and flexible
mode of transactions. As such, street hawkers position themselves strategically along and
facing the line of vehicular and pedestrian traffic, usually in and arthmdrop off and traffic

hold up spots in the major streets and on the highway. This i@ seen thereby stimulating

interest in their product.

The morning period (9:30 am11:30 am) represents the"2time frame of the day. Traffic

wise, this is the 2nd peak period, and is characterized steady traffic flow. This includes rapid
but steady movement, and is less noisy, as most workers, business owners and students
would have settled down at their respee#i posts, and thus there is less pressure on the
urban public space. During this time, street hawkers as well as other types of street trading
activities have arrived andettled in their respectivgositions in the urban public space.
During this period the density of traffic almost corresponds with the bearing capacity of the

urban public space, therefore this can be described as a period of spatial equilibrium.

Concentration, types and distribution of land use activities

This is a manifestation of labour, through the multiplicity of static and mobile activities in
various settings of urban public space at different moments in time, thereby resulting into

movement patterns, sights, sounds, and smells.

This is an offshoot of the built environment and comprises of the various types of activities
that defines the built environment. These land use activities can be grouped under
recreational, commercial, residential, religious, civic and political categyoréthin each of

these categories are the various types of street trading activities, commercial activities, Motor
Park, traffic, building types. These activities can be classified as mobility based, sedentary

based or mixed based. The classificatiow atsludes indoors or outdoors or mixed.

Ojodu Berger motor park area is a mixed use area, which includes the Isheri road, which serves
as a major vehicular traffic route into and out of mainland Lagos. As a result, the road is a
popular route for commercial transport vehicles such as 1Beseaterbuses and the keke

NAPEP.
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Ojodu Berger, Lagos mainland is chosen because of its symbolic and political significance in
Lagos metropolis. This area is a border location in Laggisopolis;therefore it symbolizes

0KS STFSO0Ga 2F YAINIXGA2Y YR O2yaSl|difeofsif & =
of population diversity and urban sprawAnother key place in Lagos State's lkeja local
government area is Ojodu Bergedjodu Berger is also a strategic location in Ikeja local

government area of Lagos state

, therefore, the location is iproximity of the seat of power in Lagos. The road axis in Ojodu
Berger represents a major vehicular and pedestrian circulation route in the area. Not only
does it act as a link road from the Lagos Ibadan expressway, but it also acts as the gateway
into Ikeja localgovernment and beyond. As such the road is a major public transportation
route into and within Lagos metropolis, which makes the route a major vehicular and
pedestrian traffic. These factors contribute significgritd the emergence of various forms of
street trading activities in the area. Within these street settings, the study determines the

actual location of sample study.

The Isheri road is the principal axis and forms the axis or the activity core in Ojodu Berger. The
street is also dominated by the presence of several other bus stops on both sides of the road,
which starts from the Ojodu Berger motor park, and the Ojastait market area, which make

up the main activity core of the area.

Isheri road is also the main commercial corridor of Ojodu Berger. The street is bordered on
both sides by significant land use activities such as religious buildings, residential properties
and government establishments. The concentration of activitie$sberi road increases as

one approaches the road junction, which contains the Ojodu Berger motor park.

Due to its location and vehicular significance, Isheri road is also a prime location for street
traders who are strategically located along the road, especially in areas of potential crowd
such as Ojodu Berger Motor Park and the Ojodu retail market, amddiieral bus stops that

line up the road.

Isheri road is also a major road which also connects with minor streets along its entire stretch,
on both sides. These minor streets lead into private housing estates and other forms of
housing settlements that collectively, make up the built environme@jodu Berger. Popular

streets include Kosok®treet, which is the closest to the Ojodu. Other minor streets are Alhaji
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Bakare Street, Oremeta Street, Aina Street, 8licese streetsare, in themselves prime

location, having varying concentrations of commercial activities, including street trading.

Politically, Isheri road is also a major vehicular axis that links Lagos / Sagamu expressway into,

and out of Lagos metropolis. The street is a main axis and due to its proximity to Alausa, the
location of the seat of government in Lagos state, the roades a Sy da I W3ILF GSg1 ¢
aeyoz2fQ 2% [32a aidliSd® ¢KSNBF2NE>S (GKSNB Aa
LASTMA, NIGERIAN POLICE FORCE, stationed strategically of the street, in order to control
vehicular traffic, and also to monitdhuman activities, especially with regards to orderliness,

crime prevention and violence. Therefore this street can also be regarded as a potentially
WIRETAGAOITEE @2t GAESQ 20 0A2y ® CdzNI KS NI 2 NJ
enforcementagents such as KAl [kick against indiscipline]; RRS [rapid response squad] show

up unexpectedly to beef up the security in this area. These agents [or task force] are noted

for raiding the street traders, in the bid to clear up the street and sidewalks foP S| 8 S Q 2
vehicular and pedestrian movement. As such there is always a sense of apprehension among

the street vendorsg especially if they sight somebody that seems unfamiliar but looks
corporatecl LR GSYGAFf WaLRQ F2NJ GKS GFaif2NOSo

The Isheri road axis is a major vehicular and pedestrian access route, which is located in Ojodu
Berger, a border settlement at the outskirts of metropolitan Lagos, shared with Ogun state,
and situated along the Lagos/Ibadan express way. As a resulgdadn is very close to the

Ogun River and its flood plain, the Sagamu forest area. These locational factors give Ojodu
Berger an impression of migration and urban sprawl. Furthermore, Ojodu Bisrgeikeja

which gives it a close proximity with Alaugdnich is the seat of government in Lagos, and the

MMA. Therefore, its location underpins its socio political significance.

Ojodu Berger is an urban area with a high concentration of residential buildings mixed use
buildings and medium rise civic structures. The area is a significant commercial location in
Ikeja LGA, the administrative capital of Lagos. The area is famoure forator park, which is

a major inter and intra state park. It isnsixedusearea, dominated by housing settlements
and urban sprawl. Ojodu Berger has recorded tremendous growth in commerce, industry and

provision of social and infrastructural amenitiegeo the years. This is due to its location
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within lkeja LGA, the administrative headquarters and political capital of Lagos state. This puts

it nearthe Lagos state seat of government.

Historically, Ojodu Berger started as a sparsely populated, densely forested fishing and
farming settlement, at the outskirts of Lagos colony. This is due to its proximity to the Ogun

River and the Ogun flood plain.

Overtime, as Lagos metropolis began to expand rapidly, due to continued rural urban
migration in to the city, Ojodu Berger began to develop from the outskirts sparsely populated
community with available land space, into a growing suburb of metropolitawd.ad he

available land space in the area led to the relocation and expansion of the former 7Up motor

park, to Ojodu Bergetp ease the congestion that was spreading rapidly in the metropolis.

However, the relocation of the 7Up motor park to its position at a strategic border point along
the Lagos Ibadan express way , coupled with the continued migration into the city and
expansion of lkeja, as influenced by the upgrading of Alausa, the Lagessat of power,

and the relocation of Nigeria's federal government to Abuja in 1991, thereby shifting the focus
of development in Lagos from the island, to the mainland, due to the saturation of the island,
have led to enhancing the socioeconomic, fixdi and cultural significance of Ojodu Berger,
and it's surroundings. These factors have inadvertently contributed to the massive population

and rapid urban growth of Ojodu Berger, up to the present day.

Significant evidence of rapid urban growth in Ojodu Berger include the rapid expansion of the
housing settlement, population growth in and around the area leading to urban sprawl, the
increased vehicular activities in and around the Ojodu Berger motor graatkon the Isheri

road, the expansion of the motor park to accommodate more transport routes, and the
building and expansion of the Ojodu retail market, the building of exclusive housing estates
along the road, the construction, upgrade and extension fué 1sheri road itself, the
establishment of commercial enterprises, such as local medium rise shopping malls, shops, ;
financial institutions such as banks; and religious buildings such as ahmadiyah mosques and

churchassemblies along the road.

Settings of urban public space
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The process of altering the built environment, which includes the roadalag,ncludedin

areits associated features, in order to create boundaries, edges, territories for steskig
activities. It represents the basis of sample spatial analysis and also includes distance, types
of arrangements and positioning. Within the context of the various types of street trading
activities, the outcome of the spatial analysis includesdprct and product size, type of
product arrangement and display patte¢rscattered, linear, loose, spread, cluster, enclosed;

types of shelter sheds, kiosks, open display.

All boundaries, whether they be national, global, or simply the names of streets on a road
map, are socially built, according to Malon (2002), who goes on to discuss the social aspect of
this process. They are just as much a byproduct of society as atbied nteractions that

leave their mark on the environment. Boundaries are important because of this. Through the
use of power geographies, they arrange our social space and help us create a sense of who

we are in the places we live.
Types and location of settings

1. The streetthe Isheriroad, and the Lagos /Ibadan expressway

2. The publicsidewalk access to public services (such as road gutter, display boards, power
lines, etc), road edge, public right of way, Pedestrian walkways, and right of way

3. The layby/external parking area: general parking spawadsideparking, service drop
off/parking bay

4. The building property setback: right of way, access to public services

5. The shop front / the compounds / parking areas of commercial religious civic buildings:

6. The motor park area: between parked vehicles, rest areas for road transport workers,
right of way for pedestrians and passengers

7. The fronts of shops, Ojodu retail market and market stalls: between right of way for
pedestrians, close to the edge of the stalls

The land use characteristics of the different types of settings combine in order to shape the

expected behaviour of pedestrian and vehicular traffic in the case study location. However,

the congested nature of the location impacts significantly in modifythis expected

behaviour into an appeal that influences the types, positioning and marketing strategy of

street trading activities
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FINDINGS:

(a) STAKEHOLDERS AND SPATIAL NEGOTIATION: Each setting $takehotersand
this determines the independent approach to spatial negotiation, and this dictates the

setting's unique arrangement of street traders

(b) GEOMETRIC CONFIGURATION OF RESPECTIVE SETTING: reflebtsé#ingique
type of spatial configuration, hence, it dictates the number, types and arrangement, and

spatial allocation of street traders

(c) CONTROL MEASURES: Each setting exercises its unique type of control measures, hence,
it dictates the comportment, goods arrangement, gender and behavioural disposition of the

street trader

(d) DETERMINANT OF PEOPLE BEHAVIOR: Each setting contains its unique land use activities,
which in turn dictates the expected kind of people behaviour. This influences the outlook,
type, operational characteristicproduct,and marketing strategy of the respective types of

street trading activities taking place within each setting.

(e) IMPACT OF PRIMARY LAND USE ACTIVITIES: Each setting dictates the type of primary land
use activities taking place therein, and this influences the kinds of people within the setting,

and eventually, the type of street trading activities taking pladhiwieach setting

() SPATIAL ADAPTATION AND FLUIDITY: each setting represents an integral part of the overall
planning layout of the area. Given the close proximity of land use activities and the dense
nature of the built environment, there is a fluid interweave of indegent spatial
configuration of respective settings, and this influences diversity of spatial adaptations and
close proximity of different display patterns of street trading activities. Eventually, this leads

to fluid interweave ofactivities, as a result dhe optimization of pockets of marginal and
residual spaces due to the "blurring” of boundaries, edges, and territories within the settings

of urban public space.

(g) Product display pattern, proximity & positioning of customers: standing, seating, bending,

visual and audio connectivity, viewapproach, aligned, behind
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(h) Establishment of boundaries, edges, territories: space negotiation, product determinant,
display tool determinant, communal collaboration of gender, religious, same or

complimentary product types

(i) Manifestation of contrasting, competing and conflicting interests, ideology & wazlds:

as a result of the congested nature of the built environment, which is characterized by limited
space- a product of high population and land use densitile design and use experience of
each setting leads to the manifestation of contrasting, competing eonflicting interests,
ideology and world views. This is revealed in the maef the population and the political
significance of the location. This ung@ers the dynamics of the Lefebvre spatial triad in
manifestation, with the historical (time), economic and political significance of the location as

major catalyst for the spatial triad.

Figure 1.9 Thelsheri road junction, showing the Ojodu Berger motor parea
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Figurel.10: A busy traffic day towards the Ojodu Berger activity core area
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Figure 1.11 Space to place displacement, boundaries, contested spa@nd displacemeninto negotiated

space in street.
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- Figurel.12:Example of road sidsocio- spatial dynamics
CKAAd LIAOGd2NE aK2ga | dzyAljdzS &LI GALFE | RIF LI
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200dzNNBYy OST KSyOS Al A& o02YolNRSR o6& (N} RSNH

Figure 1.13Examplesof road sidesocio- spatialdynamics
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Figure 1.14: Mixed use spacgutter as edge, divide and distribution of activities
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Table 12: Socieeconomic characteristics of street traders (age distributioource: Field survey, 2016
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Figure 1.15 Street trading activities at Kosoko street junction

This is a major junction on Isheri road. It is characterized by a concentration/ spill over space of the existing
Ojodu retail market/ motor park. This is a prime concentration area of street vendors and the population size
on the Kosoko side of the roadelded 240 vendors in the bus stop area only. This area also col#in®kada

riders , 56 + 49 traders within the premises of the Kosoko junction end of the Adshopping complex . It

also includes a row of 11 + 17 + 77 traders lining up the Kosokoaxiatding dowrto the Ojodu suburb. These
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traders sell various products ranging from food items to house hold materials, and they line both sides of the
Kosoko street. The extension of the Adeboye shopping complex along the Isheri road, close to the Kosoko
junction, alsancludes amini gas shop built on the setback space . This mini shop containsspfeejn front ,

which serves as outdoor display space for petty trading and street hawkers. Closely linked to this area, to the
left, is a closed restricted street.

The land use of the area comprises of the retail market and other commercial ventures in the location, such as
filling station, and the Adeboye shopping compl&kese makehe area a cynosure of human activities and
concentration of people from diverse backgroungimaking up the pedestrian and vehicular traffic on Isheri
road. An important method for gaining understanding of how the interaction of background variables creates
the socioespatial dynamics that influence daily reality is to break down thee cstady site. Based on this
breakdown, it is possible to draw the conclusion that the linear stretch of the road, a prominent element of the
urban public realm within a densely populated area, along with the dense concentration of commercially
oriented actvities and buildings along this stretch of the road, are major contributors to the region's heavy traffic
congestion for both vehicles and pedestrians.

This demonstrates how the linear approach to urban design, the resulting uncontrolled organic growth in the
built environment, and the concentration of commercial based activities influence the reality of human
population pressure on constrained urban spad@hus, the urban public space that results from this has the
sociospatial characteristics of a crowded market, along with issues like snarled up vehicular and pedestrian
traffic, prolonged exposure to the elements, noise, stress, and time and spadeaiotss Alternative solutions

are required because these sodpatial issues interact toaffect how people move about in public areas.

These sockspatial problems combine to influence the spatial behaviour of people in the
public space, and this necessitates the need for alternative measures. This necessity

represents a viable opportunity for the emergence of unconventional commercial

1.4 Significance of the study

Harvey (1973) believes that understanding how human behaviours produce unique
conceptualizations of space is crucial to grasping the nature of cities. Furthermore, he argues
that people will not be able to create a model of urbanisation that does not rely on the
exploitation of the poor until they investigate the concept of social justice and its relationship
to urban spatial systems, such as the role of land as a commodity and the spatial implications
of economic production. Instead of asking "what is g¥icwe should be asking "how do
diverse human actions develop and make use of distinctive conceptualisation of space?" while

considering urban settings. The rapid urbanisation of the Lagos metropolitan area is said to
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have farreaching and interconnected social and spatial repercussibiag.only does it

include the hustle and bustle reality afaily life in the city,in addition it includesthe

emergence of various forms of street trading activities, in the urban psphce of the city.

These activities represent an unconventional, commercial tool that reflects and complements

the lifestyle pattern of the city populace. Furthermore, the provision for the implication of

this understanding is missing in public policydtreet trading in Lagos metropolis, hence the
significance of the studylhus, this research adds to the growing body of literature on the

topic of street trade and the difficulty of rapid urban growth in cities, both of which are
receiving more attentiofin academic and public policy circles | @ Y ST MpTTT hY2S3
| TA@2RST HAMTT +FNHIFIAZX HamcT [ 2fAYZE HAamMpT |
hy2RdzA2: SiG f®XI HamMcO D

CAdZNIIKSNXY2NB> (GKA&a addzRe +faz2 O0O2yySoda sgAGK |
AY YGKNRLRf238x OdzZ §dzNBExX SO02y2YA0asx adldarald
FYR LRfAGAO&A oh3Idzyt SesS YR {IT I ¥RE2 dppaTI ! AR
ClLR2Kdzy RIS mMpypT SiG Ffdod 2KAES GKS&AS I GSNJ
G2 G(KS &dzare$OND S NHIINGEGA S LINB@gSyida GKSY TN
02y OSLIIY GKS of APSR SELISNASYyOSo

¢ KSNEBFRNSIGdzZRe RSNAGSa Ada OflAyYa G2 2NRAIAY
SELX 2NAYy3 K2g aGNBSGH GNIRAYy3I | OGAOBAGASE O2yy
SOSNERIE fAFTS Ay (GKS OAdGeo

It is noteworthy that public policy for street trading activities has been a controversial issue
in Lagos metropolis, such that implementation efforts have yielded mixed results. It is
noteworthy that previous studies such Bsomley, 1988; Lawanson, 2014; Omoegun, 2015;
Akiyode, 2017; Vargas, 2016; and Colin, 200%de recommendations using scientific,
political and economic paradigms. However, this study goes a step further by making policy
recommendations, based on findings obtained from how these i@ievare situated and
operate within their realife context. Hence, the study contributes to creating awareness
about the challenges of urban life, which has necessitated the emergence and operation of

these activities in the urban public space. As suble, study argues for the need for
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alternative policies to accommodate and harness the benefits of this reality, rather than
focusing on policy approaches suitable for the different urban context.

Rapoport (1969; 129) advises that there is a danger in transferring Western notions to the
issues of other areas, whickimply constituteone alternative among the many possible
solutions, instead of examining them in terms of the local way of life, particular needs, and
ways of doing things. Without a thorough understanding of how social control already
functions, the state faces the rigif creatingformalization programsthat jeopardizethe
welfare of the most vulnerable populations, according to Ve@®4d.§). It will be vital for
planners, architects, and legislators to learn from the poor, who typically makeogpurban
populations, and work with them rather than making arbitrary assumptions and planning for
people, as suggested by Payne (1977). The flexibility and economy of planning frameworks
that exploit these elements and their ability to achieve socially piadde housing is the very
essence of most seffenerated settlements built by the poor. Only then will it be possible to
create planning fimeworks that can maximise people's abilities to contribute to and benefit
from development in its widest sense. Therefore, its wise implementation would serve as the
foundation for just and practical policies that make the best use of urban space within

available resources (Payne, 19Y.7)

1.5 Structure of the thesis
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Chapter 2:

Theoretical framework and Philosophical

background
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2.1 Introduction

This chapter examines topics that provide theoretical and philosophical
insight into thesignificance of street sellingctivities within the city's
everyday routine, including associateldallengesand issues associated
with policy development for these activities in tiean public sphere.

Therefore, the chapter is divided sequentially, into three main sections.
Each main sectiogontainsa theoretical/philosophical theme which is
discussed and broken down into ssdxtions, each ofvhich contains
related topics that buttress the significance of the central theme.

Section 2.2 discusses urban sociology. This section includes topics on
cultural anthropologyethnography,social theory; human and cultural
geography. The section concludes widlscussions on the themef
everyday life, which provides for discussions on culture, behaviour,
lifestyle, and vernacular.

Section 2.3 discusses the creation of space, the importance of social space,
and the significance of social space. This section inclogéss on the

city's dynamics of social space, time, and everyday life. Other topics
include spatial triad, rythmnanalysis, and actaetwork theory. The
section concludes with discussionsStreetlife, crowd and crowded space
(crowdology), the subjectivity of city space, and the city's image.

The chapter concludes with section 2.4, which interweaves the study's
relevant theoretical anghilosophicalperspectives. Hence, the section
discusses city space, public space, place, culture, and poliis
discussion includes topics on man and physical environmimaction,

the city spaceSpace and culture, contested space and rights to the city.
These topicsepresent themes which include other topics for discussion.
Man andphysical environment interactiomclude discussions on social
space in the built environment. Thigy space contains discussions on the
street, urban public space, and the built environment. Spacecaltare
include discussions on behavidifestyle, and everyday lifestyle pattern,
while contestedspace and rights to the city include discussions on
contemporary urban social issues and philosophieald policy

perspectives.
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2.2Urban sociology and social theory

The chapter introduces urban sociology as the central theme of its
theoretical framework and philosophical background in this first section.
Within it, the study adopts insights drawn from cultural anthropology,
ethnography, and social theory.

Cultural Anthropology, Ethnography
Cultural anthropology

Human behaviour, socialisation, geographical location, and cultural
practises are all rooted in anthropology's study of cultural dynamics within
an urban environment e.g. Tonkiss (2005), Jane Jacobs, and Mpho
Matsipha. Rapoport (1969) summarises the engumultidisciplinary
nature of the study in his submission that the disciplines of construction,
cultural geography, historiography, urban planning, ethnography,
anthropology, crossultural research, as well as the behavioural sciences
are all incorporatedinto this topic. As a result, it must be cross
disciplinary, draw from the contributions of numerous observers in various
fields, and acknowledge numerous academic debts (Rapoport, 1969; vii
viii). Tonkiss (2005) states that urban sociology hardly hastladast
word on cities, and the writings of sociologists, geographers, architectural
and cultural theorists, political theorists, and other urban critics are
interwoven with a broader approach to urban studies. No single discipline
can claim the city asts own. The structuring of space provides the
foundation for and reflects social relationships. (Tonkiss, 2005: p2).
Consequently, the study includes human geography, urban studies,
vernacular studies, cultural, retail, social geography, urban and social
theory, human geography, cultural geography, ethnography and
anthropology. (Payne, 1977, Lefebvre, 1991, low and Lawrence, 2003,
Tonkiss, 2014, et al).
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Ethnography

Arguably it is not possible to overestimate the value of ethnography as a
method in cultural anthropology. According to Li (2008), in ethnographic
studies, the researcher's job in an ethnographic study is to serve as a tool
for understanding and analysinghe culture being investigated.
Ethnographers should thus live with the people they are studying and be
thoroughly immersed in their culture and lived experiences. Nonetheless,
ethnographers must be informed of their function as research tools during
data collection and analysis (lbid.

Ethnography studies people's behavioulanguage, culture, values,
meanings, and social organisation in everyday, natural situations
instead of in formal research settings. This type of study is often referred
to as "observational ethnography."

Ethnography is known as the systematic and scientific description of
peoples and cultures, including their rituals, practices, and shared
characteristics. It is intended to investigate cultures by having the
researcher examine society from the perspedatiibe research topic. The
final field study or case report depicts the understanding and meaning
making structure in the life of a particular culture. The culture of a group
can be illustrated and described in writing through ethnography. The study
of pemle and cultures is done systematically.

According to AcSS (2013), simply observing, depicting, describing, and
representing living social experience is what is meant by ethnography.
Ethnography studies peoples' behaviaurlanguage, culture, values,
meanings and social organisati@nin everyday natural settings rather

than in formal research settings. It is best understood as a 'style' of
research requiring observing and describing people in their everyday social
context. The language and meanings people apply to their activities in

44



certain social circumstances and processes are given significant focus in
ethnographic research methods.

Historically, the goal of ethnographers has been to gain an overall
comprehension of the culture they are studying (or, more realistically, as
much as they can, given limitations of time and perception).

Thus, ethnography evolved as a research method in communities with
higher culturalhomogeneity and less social difference than in huge,
contemporary, industrialised nations. Historically, ethnographers have
attempted to comprehend a culture in its entirety (or given limitations of
time, perception as close to real life as possible) (Migsa2015). To
achieve this objective, ethnographers haphazardly collect information. In
each society or community, the ethnographer moves from location to
location, place to place, and issue to issue to uncover the entirety and
interdependence of sociald according to Spradley (2016). Ethnography
serves as the basis for generalisations about human behaviour and social
life by improving our understanding of the breadth of human variability)
(Musante, 2015). Ethnographers utilise various methods to aactsé
picture of otherwise unfamiliar lifestyles (ibid. Typically, anthropologists
apply a subset (rarely all) of the approaches described below (see Bernard,
2006).

Musante, K., 2015. Participant observation. Handbook of methods in
cultural anthropology, pp.2529 Spradley, J.P., 2016. Participant
observation. Waveland Press.

Human and cultural geography

This is an expansion of cultural anthropology into the anthropological
dynamics of Human spatial behaviour/psychology, public behaviour, Man
environment interactions- embodied spaces, space psychology,
environmental psychology, spatial behaviour: percamj culture,
attitude, age, sex, education, maturity, and ideology.
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LITERATURE QUESTIONS:
- How do people engage with space?
- What are thdorces that shape how people engage with space?

- How do diverse beliefs and cultural practices affect how people use and
enjoy their natural environment? How does the evolution and dispersal of
such communities of thought occur? What consequences do people's
actions of changing their environment have their living settings?

(Rapoport, 1969).

- How does this understanding situate the geographic effects of street
trade in Lagos' urban public spaces?

2.3 The production of social space and its significance.

This subsection examines an anthropological understanding of the city
(Blanton, 1976; Low, 1996; Schmidt and Németh, 2010). Within the
theoretical framework of cultural anthropology, the study aligns with
Henri Lefebvre's theoretical and philosophical rptetation of the
rhythms of everyday life in the city, as contained in the 'production of
social space' with its practical application of the conceptual triad (Lefebvre
and Nicholsorsmith, 1991). The social production of urban space,
according to Lefeber(1991), is essential to the reproduction of society
because "social space is a social product; every society develops its own
social space." ((Ibid. Furthermore, Lefebvre provides an understanding of
the contending forces for the use of public spaceh sicstreet trading
activities, thereby influencing the legitimacy of 'rights to the city.

French Marxist philosopher and sociologist Henri Lefebvre pioneered a
way of exploring the theoretical and philosophical interpretation of the
rhythms of everyday city life. His theories regarding social space
production and its practical application ofehconceptual triad (1974,
1991) have provided a helpful basis for interpreting this city for this
research.
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The significance of social space

Geography scholars and researchers have also thought about communal
space and contend that the urban environment is the physical
manifestation of social societies (Brown, 2005; 2006). According to
acclaimed geographer Harvey (1973), each person appedrs twing
within an individually formed web of spatial links, which are partly
contained within their geometric framework, and social space is
composed of the complexity of these perceptions and pictures. He
elaborates by stating that this dynamic takeag® in societies that share
fundamentally similar images of their surrounding space and
fundamentally similar ways of evaluating the significance and acting in
space. So this shared aspect of the spatial image underpins the actual
characteristics of sociapace. As a result, Harvey (1973) concludes that
social space is a multifaceted, heterogeneous, and fragmented construct
that shifts and changes over time and across individuals, communities,
and cultures.By exploring the concept of 'space' in the urhaublic
setting, not only in the context of geometric configuration and purpose
design use (spatial practice, space of representation) but also as a
platform for multiple dimensions and diverse, complex, interwoven and
overlapping patterns of sockpatial expressions and relationships, at
different moments in time (lived experience), the study derives insight into
how street trading activities connect with the social and spatial factors in
the respective street settings of urban public space, to help fotyn
residents' dayto-day experiences.

Thus, the allocation of social space over time is contingent on the shared
values and concerns of various groups at various epochs. Throughout
time, societies have created unique social spaces to accommodate their
complex and interdependent social and emac requirements (Lefebvre
1991, cited in Hayden 1995, p. 19). Consequently, the presence and
activity of the humans within the space under discussion are crucial to
delineating social space, just as they are to urban space and any
endeavour to delineatepace. This point of view is also visible in notions
of public space, as evidenced in Carr et al. (1992, p.1) definition of public
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space as "the stage upon which the drama of communal life unfolds,"
which includes the streets, squares, and parks of a city. As a result, the fact
that other people, activities, actions, creativity, and stimulation are all
present in public spaces consté#s an essential feature (Gehl, 1996).
Consequently, in the same way, that urban space is, the control of public
space is likewise subject to the collective interests and desires of the
community. A space can be considered public if it is open to thes publ
belongs to everyone, and is subject to the same social and legal rules as
other space¢Drummond, 2000).

This indicates that space goes beyond architectural, geometric or artistic
expression to the concept of lived expression. Rapoport (1969) writes that
architecture scholars have always been interested in studying landmarks,
focusing on the creations of "gers” individuals. This is commendable, but

it has led us to overlook the fact that even the work of a talented designer
accounts for a negligible fraction of total construction throughout any
given era. However, the designer has never had and still dddsane
complete control over the physical world of humans, especially the
constructed environment. This atmosphere results from colloquial (folk or
popular) architecture, which has been widely overlooked in architectural
theories, research, and history.

However, it has been the atmosphere of ancient Greek cities like those
surrounding the Acropolis, Mayan settlements, Egyptian temples and
tombs, and European towns centred on Gothic cathedrals is strikingly
similar to that of isolated Greek or South Paciflands. Furthermore,
high-style structures are typically incomprehensible apart from the
vernacular matrix, especially in the preexisting environment in which they
were created and constructed.

In the production of space, Henri Lefebvre (1991) states that.

"No limits have been set on the generalisation of the concept of mental
space: no clear account of it is ever given and, depending on the author
one is reading, it may connote logical coherence, practical consistency,

seltregulation and the relations ofhe parts to the whole, the
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engendering of like by like in a set of places, the logic of container versus
contents. We are always hearing about the space of this or that: literary
space, ideological space, dream space, psychoanalytic topology" (p3).

This statement provides insight into the dynamic combination of the
various aspects of everyday life and how this combination impacts our
perception and life experiences. This understanding buttresses the
conceptual framework for this study.

As noted earlier, Lefebvre states that every social product originates in
some form of social interaction. In every culture, people make their
gathering places. Reproduction of society depends on the social
construction of urban areas (Lefebvre, 1991 aitddik, 2012). In his claim
that understanding cities requires understanding how human practices
create different conceptualisations of space, Harvey (1973) echoes this
viewpoint. Harvey argues that the only way to accomplish urbanisation
that is not bagd on the exploitation of the poor is to examine the concept
of social justice and its link to urban spatial settings, the function of land
as a product, and the spatial ramifications of economic production. In the
city context, instead of asking "whatgpace?" we should be asking "how

do diverse human actions develop and make use of distinctive concepts of
space?" while considering urban settings (ibid. These submissions
encompass meanings, expressions and culture with historical, political,
economic, ad social implications, and all of these align with the nature
culture and perception of Lagos metropolis as a crowded, high population
and land use density, congested, commergdralen hustle and bustle city
with a high volume of pedestrian and vehicutaffic, and a phenomenal
presence of various forms of street trading activities in a street setting of
the urban public space.

Therefore, the study highlights the importance of how street trading
activities stimulate the social aspect involved in egpatial expression in
various settings of the urban public space of the city. This fact underpins

the significance of the study.
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According to Bernard Tschumi (1994), the explicit goal of the Manhattan
transcripts is to transcribe things that are typically excluded from
conventional architectural representation, such as the complex
relationships between spaces and their use, theaset the script, the
"type" and the "programme,” and the objects and events. Their
overarching goal involves the city of the tweffitgt century. This
connotes the dynamics of the spatial triad as stated by Molotch (1993),
who argues that architecture, huan density, and locational linkages are

a factor in structuring what can be done in space itself in his critique of
Lefebvre (1991). Walls and roads favour some activities and restrict
others, aiding the endeavours of one class of actors while discouraging
those of another. Symbols and styles outside physical barriers also affect
behaviour, such as the disempowering features of colossal grandeur, the
deceptive variety of suburban architecture (housing models), and the
stifling effects of monotonous cubesdtowers on enjoyable forms of
social interaction. A lot is going on in space than most people realise, and
despite their seeming diversity, all these components fit together very
well. As such, a place is more than just a container or a set of matérials;
Is a network that includes topography, architecture, symbolism, and daily
rituals.

Spatial triad and Rythmnanalysis
Spatial triad

Lefebvre (1991) presents a surreal compression of the spatial triad in his
submission that the theory that we require does not come together
because the required critical moment does not arrive, and which, as a
result, reverts to the state of merely beibigs and pieces of information,
may very well be called, by comparison, a "unitary theory."

The goal is to find or create a theoretical unification of disparate "fields,"
similar to how molecular, electromagnetic, and gravitational forces exist
in physics. This study's three main areas of interest are the social, the
cerebral, logical and formatoncepts, and the physical, which include
nature and the cosmos.
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In other words, we are focused on the logical and epistemological space,
the space occupied by social practices, and the space occupied by sense
experiences, encompassing products of the imagination such as projects,
projections, symbols and ideals. (Lefed 1991. p 1213).

The spatial triad summarises the theoretical framework and is the basis
for the study's methodology. Given the requirements of the current study
focus, each aspect of the triad contains elements of the research
objectives; however, the primary data of thteidy is contained in the lived
experience aspect of the Lefebvre spatial triad and breaks this down to
incorporate the social and spatial aspects of daily living into the research,
with particular emphasis on time as a significant catalyst for lived
experence. This indicates the combination of formal structuras
indicated by (1) original BE design, which includes planned zoning pattern
and BE configuration; (2) intended land use patterns, as indicated by the
designed land use and expected spatial batav(3) the reality of daily

life as indicated by the outcome of spatial use and behaviour as dictated
by current circumstances, underpinned by historical, secimomic,
cultural and political forces. The Lefebvre conceptual triad supports the
methodolay, application of methodologies, findings, and analysis of
study findings. Additionally, it serves as the foundation for the importance
of grounded theory, upon which the study bases its suggestions.

Rhythm analysrs

In the final years of his life, Lefebvre created "Rhythmanalysis” to analyse
placerelated rhythmic variations in practices and encounter scenarios. He
did this in collaboration with Catherine Régulier.

In his work on rhythmanalytic investigation of urban situations, Lefebvre
analyses the rhythmic differentiation of interactions as being related to
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morphological and contextual distinctions at multiple levels, ranging from
the most local to the most global:

W I NAIFGA2Yya AY NKeOGKYa FY2y3 G NR 2
the Mediterranean and Oceanic cities, are influenced by defining terrain
features and the historical, functional relationship between the city and

its surroundings.

w =INAIFGA2ya Ay NKedKya aaz20Al0Ss
components, such as monuments, commercial hubs, and items signifying
the state's presence in the city.

w I NAFGAZ2Yya AY NKeldKYa | sspafaDAl ST
components of the city.

w OGFENAIFGAZ2YEA AY NKeluKYa Y2y 3 YSi
variations in space rhythms in the same commuaqity

Take Lefebvre's (1991) "Seen from the Window", for instance; it depicts a
scene seen from two distinct windows in an apartment (the window facing
the garden space and the window facing the street)

All these variations are shown as elements of a synchronic analysis of
variations in rhythms that can be seen in the current circumstance.
Lefebvre emphasises the significance of drawing on historical knowledge
of how differences have been generated, psthe does in his analysis of
variances. Different patterns of sociospatial practice are referred to in
Lefebvre's rhythmanalysis as referring to various tgpace connections,
with time being more or less cyclical or linear and spaces being formed by
practices in actual (or architectural) places (Lefebvre, 2013). (According to
Lefebvre, rhythm may be found whenever there is an interplay between a
place, time, and energy uses (lbid.

According to Lefebvre, (2013), investigations of specific concrete examples

dealing with human life and the life of a group are the three primary
52



components in rhythmanalysis. These studies include repetition (of

actions, gestures, circumstances, and distinctions), the conflict between

linear and cyclical processes, and beginning, development, peak, decline,
and end.

Lefebvre conceptualises Spatemporal rhythms through his rhythm
analysis (ibid, considering the rhythms of people's daily lives, interactions,
and circumstances, as well as the rhythms of locations, streets, cities, and
flows, claims Vojcic (2014). $ta relationship between a person and their
own body, their own words and gestures, a specific location, and a
gestural totality. It is also a relationship between a person and the
broadest public space, with the entirety of society and the universe.

Three different rhythms the rhythms of oneself, the rhythms of someone
else, and the rhythms of placere combined to form the visible rhythms.

Lefebvre accuses everyone of opposing the customs noted Lyon 2018: The
rhythms, or changing timsepace patterns, distinguish different areas and
places in the city (or elsewhere) as well as moving -8paee
constellations in people's different lives: Giac time is defined as
reoccurring interactions, awareness, and orientations linking home to the
outside world, organising the social in daily life(lbid. Linear time is eternal
routine, encounters by chance and passing locations, people, and events
(ibid.

Lefebvre (1991) contends that some of these rhythms, like those of pupils,
shoppers, and visitors, would be more cyclical, with significant and simple
intervals, while others, like those of autos, regulars, employees, and cafe
customers, would have moretamse, alternating rhythms with short
intervals. As the saying goes, the interactions of various rhythms, both
repeated and unique, are what "alive" the street and the neighbourhood.
The linear pattern, also known as succession, is made up of comings and
goings and mixes with the cyclical pattern and spells that last for a more
extended period. The cyclical is the manifestation of social organisation in
and of itself. The linear is predictable, whereas the eternal is contingent
on chance and chance encourstélbid.
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Although certain behaviours, both in time and space, might be
differentiated as more or less cyclical or linear, it is essential to keep in
mind that these arerelative analytical ideas and not definitive
classifications. Similar to this, the composition of rhythms generated by
the practices of space at a period or at multiple times, or by a temporality
at various places and times, may be characterised as begupminated
mainly by cyclical or linear repetitiginowever, rhythms are contextual.
Hence neither of these is an analytic category. Rhythms can only be
researched by contrasting them with one another due to their subjective
nature. Lefebvre illustratesish Rhythmanalysis with two urban case
studies, one on a micro and one on a macro scale. There are significant
temporal and spatial characteristics linked to the rhythmic variations in
both circumstances:

In the first case study, "Seen from thendow," Lefebvre (p137) examines
the rhythms- the collisions of various tim&pace constructsthat may be

seen on an average day from the windows on each side of his typical
Parisian flat. Lefebvre discusses how the distinct flows of practices in
various places (streets, areas) set them apart from one another: how
"hidden" logics like the evqaresent state, the division of labour and
leisure, and the cpresence of different spadame elements affect the
formation of rhythms in various spaces, sucltles difference between

the rhythms witnessed from a window facing a garden and courtyard and
those facing a busy street.

The "hidden" logics that Lefebvre describes as being linked to the
formation of rhythms in various locations can thus be connected to the
contextual composition of architectural features, more specifically, to
features of the spatial setting (1991: p13Bgfebvre refers to the logic as
"hidden" in the sense that they are not adequately transparent, concise,
and explicit to be recognised by any or every professional of the spaces
they involve; as a result, they cannot be traced back to spatial
determinism.In other words, the logic is not deterministic of space.
Nevertheless, the presence of these products of power and purposes in
architectural socigspatial practice; are structured to serve both the past
and the present rhythms of the practices as wellaliser the present
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contextual repertory of encounter circumstances (Brighenti and Kéarrholm,
2018)

Additionally, the "hidden" logics in the composition of architectural
elements are empirically understandable because they involve readily
visible components that can be described and examined through research
on the composition of patterns in the architexal production of socio
spatial components over time (connected to an understanding of
historical, societal changes and architectural concepts associated with the
construction of the many architectural features of a region) (Lefebvre
1991; p138)

Public space and politicgphilosophical perspectives on rights to the city
Contemporary urban social issues

Social [in] justice, equal rights and justice for all, social inclusion and
exclusion, urban inclusion and segregation, minority rights, urban
homogeneity and diversity, inclusive policies, and rights for the
underprivileged and marginalised members of theciety; as the
interwoven contemporary urban social issues emanating from the-socio
spatial impact of street vending activity concerning conflicting rights to
the city and space. Therefore, the subchapter examines the works of
scholars such as David Hayy Alison Brown, Lefebvre, and Setha Low.

Philosophical and policy perspectives

Marxism, Capitalism, Materialism, Imperialism, Conflict theory,
Postcolonial theory; Power, 'Wicked problems'; political and social
contract theory, social policy, realistic approach to policy development, in
order to offer philosophical and policy perspezs into the socikspatial
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implications of street commerce, within the setting of contested space and
rights to the city. This involves the works of philosophers and scholars such
as David Harvey, Lefebvre, Steven Lukes (194te), and John Locke
(1632-1704).

- Marxism
- Capitalism

CAPITALISM as an economic system is often characterised by creating
social classes among the population of any given society where it
operates. This is often reflected in the dual (and sometimes triad)
categories of economic groups in the populatgthe rich (bourgeoisie,
elites, political class, military, business owners, the ruling class, the few)
versus the middle class/poor (the masses, the proletariat, the peasants,
the majority).

Nigeria, particularly in Lagos, has a colonial dimension to this
phenomenon. Shortly before independence, the concept of 'indirect rule
was instituted by the colonial government in order to exercise control over
the citizens. The effect of this measurstif being felt today as seen in
the power structure of the country, political appointments, and manner of
policy development and implementation. The manifestation also includes
the constitution of the political sphere in which the political sphere igbei
dominated by a particular tribe, with a particular cultural/religious
ideology. Other characteristics include the concentration of 'power' by the
‘elites' as a form of control over the entire population, the introduction of
control measures leading tasghority and limited resources.

In urban centres, such as Lagos, there are distinct mixed spatial
manifestations of this phenomenon in the city space. This is through the
precise, duabuilt environment configuration, in which 'big architecture’
exists side by side with ‘folk, vernacu@ymmunal architecture' (this
echoes the views of Rapoport 1969)1 It also includes the hustle and
bustle pattern of daily life in which the majority of the urban population
who make up the lower class have to struggle for survival and those at the
lowest level resort to unconventional tactics such as engaging in informal

commercial activities such as street trading. This is to survive, find
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relevance in the urban setting and also improve doth their lives and that
of their family. The total of these contributing aspects constitutes the
nature culture and perception of a typical developing world city (see
pictures below).

The summary of the outcome is the exploitation of the 'poor' local
community, which later evolved into the masses and the urban poor by
the colonialists who later handed it over to the local elites, politicians,
ruling and middle class. These are drivemabgapitalist mentality and
result in a materialistic lifestyle as the basis of measuring a better life,
which represents the motivation for everyone, including those engaged in
street trading.

The idea of the Right to the city has been around for about fifty years but
has recently experienced a renaissance as it has become increasingly more
prominent in debates on urban development. This is due primarily to the
staggering rates of urban develogmt that have occurred in recent years,

as well as the rise of internationally connected social movements. Some
parts of the world are experiencing rapid urbanisation, while others are ill
equipped to handle the strain (Watson, 2007). As a result, socat#licts

have increased because of urbanisation and the urbanisation of poverty.

The economic and financial crisis of 2008 exacerbated and created new
tensions in the developed world, notably in the context of neoliberal urban
growth (Mayer, 2012). As a result, the Right to the city has become a
unifying force for those fighting againthe neoliberal international order

in the North and those fighting for the rights of the poor and the excluded
in the South (Mayer, 2009).

The idea has thus developed over the past ten years into a dominant
rallying cry in calls for community activism and initiatives that oppose
globalisation's exclusionary impacts.

Furthermore, it has turned into a symbol of the worldwide struggle to stop
the privatisation and commercialisation of urban space, as well as a
catalyst for conflicts over the nature of cities entitled to claim
them(Brown, 2010).
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The work of the French philosopher Henri Lefebvre, which was done in the
1960s (Lefebvre, 1991), can be traced back to the origin of the idea. An
important aspect that is shared by both the conception and the rebirth of
the concept is the central role théte process of urbanisation plays in
both instances. Lefebvre's understanding of the Right to the city was
founded on an investigation of the process of urbanisation in France
during the 1960s (lbid. This investigation was the basis for Lefebvre's
concepion of the Right to the city. The Right to the City was initially
conceived following an investigation (Stanek, 2011). Lefebvre conceived
the concept of the "Right to the City" at the moment in history that was
unprecedented. France was quickly urbanisimgng this time in response

to massive economic shifts that had H4&aching repercussions. During
that time, France, along with the majority of other western industrialised
nations, went through an expansion of the Keynesian welfare state. This
led to massive migration from rural to urban areas, which in turn caused
significant changes in the spatial configuration of the country (Schmid,
2012).

However, Lefebvre's ideal was based on analysing conditions within a
particular part of the world, France and other Western nations, and the

surrounding regional debates. However, the rebirth of the Right to the city
Is one with global underpinnings.

Schmid (2012) explains that the social, economic, and spatial
transformations that took place in France in the 1960s involved a radical
modernisation of daily life, as functionalist urban planning produced a
reconstitution of its innecity spaces, with nesproduced social housing
and widespread reproduction of singlamily detached housing units
dominating the urban fringes, with this process of urban transformation
conceptualised as a ‘crisis of the city' by moegauy critics. Schmid (2012)
argues that Lefebvre saw this crisis as a tendency towards the
homogenisation of lifestyles and engineering and colonisation of daily life,
in which similar conditions dominated middilmss and workinglass
neighbourhoods, and work had become repetitive, subject to
bureaucratised activities and normative restrictions associated with urban
life (Lefebvre, 1996).
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Schmid (2012) further explains that, amongst other things, the ‘crisis of
the city' was a dynamic rebellion against processes that brought about the
alienation of everyday life, the modernisation of cities and the subversion
of their unique qualities, anthe exclusion from urban life, and it was a
fight for a different city. He argues that Lefebvre's treatise on the Right to
the city was a call for the Right to resist displacement to spaces explicitly
created for discrimination, and therefore Lefebvre's was for a higher
form of rights, a specific urban quality previously ignored in public debate;
access to the opportunities available in cities for all residents. Lefebvre
argued that the heart of the traditional city was constituted by socio
political dfairs, wealth, arts, and knowledge. In essence, an oeuvre or
work of art comprised of spontaneous activities that created a use value,
and this core value of cities as the focus of social, political and cultural life
was being suppressed by industrial @etnmercial agglomeration, which
had reduced the city and urban resources to commodities, prioritising their
exchange value in place of their use value (Lefebvre, 1968 in Kofman and
Lebas, 1996, pp. 19).

Harvey (2008) renews and reinforces this argument wherein he asserts
that capitalism always produces a surplus value which must be reinvested
to produce more surplus value. Likewise, urbanisation depends on utilising
a surplus product; hence an intimatenc@ction exists between both
processes, as is evident in their simultaneous global growth. This
combined process results in the commodification of urban space and
hence the prioritisation of its exchange value over its use value which has
continuously ledo the displacement of lower classes in favour of large
capitalist organisations. Lefebvre also perceived urbanisation as
representing a transformation of societal and daily life through the
capital, and against this transformation, advocated for the d@atof
rights through social and political action (Mayer, 2012) and sought a Right
to the city, which he defined as being:

“like a cry and a demand. This Right slowly meanders through the
surprising detours of nostalgia and tourism, the return to the heart of the
traditional city, and the call of existent or recently developed centralities
...... a transformed and renewed right urban life" (Lefebvre, 1968 in
Kofman and Lebas, 1996: p. 158) Moreover he argues that:
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"The Right to the city manifests itself as a superior form of rights: Right to
freedom, to individualisation in socialisation, to habit and to inhabit. The
Right to the oeuvre, participation, and appropriation (clearly distinct from
the property right),a A YL ASR Ay GKS wA3IKG G2
Kofman and Lebas, 1996, pp. 174).

Thus, within the superior form of rights, two fundamental inherent rights

are discernible, the Right to participation and the Right to appropriation.
Participation entails the Right of citizens (urban inhabitants) to serve as
vital participants (to be inveed, to have an influence) in all decisions
regarding the production of urban space. In contrast, the Right to
appropriation involves the Right of urban residents to enter, dwell and
utilise (manipulate, modify) urban space (Purcell, 2002). Harvey (2008),
based on Lefebvre's work, provides a more precise presentation of the
concept, whereby he describes the Right to the city as another type of
human Right. A right well beyond the singular freedom to access urban
NE&2dzNOSAT bX (KS NRIKAIKIYAEAGRAF YiIKS
O2YY2Yy NIUGKSNI 0KFYy |y AYRAGARdzZ f N
remake our cities and ourselves”, the Right to control the process of
urbanisation and to institute new modes of urbanisation (Harvey, 2008, p.
40).

Arguably there are two significant schools of thought on the conception of
the Right to the city. First, the Lefebvrian conception is provocative and
confrontational, connoting the potential and possibility of a new urban
reality, which is alinclusive ad participatory, wherein social exclusion is
minimised or completely eradicated. Nevertheless, despite all its promises,
it still leaves much desired. Although it proposes an opportunity to resist
the disenfranchisement connected with urban neoliberalismemains
inconclusive mainly (Purcell, 2002). The Lefebvrian conception of the Right
to the city offers minimal guidance on how it can be implemented, how
the notion of residencbased citizenship can be put into practice, how the
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principles of participation and setianagement can be realised, or the
role of urban governance institutions (Brown, 2010; 2013).

In contrast, the humamights interpretation of the Right to the city has
been adopted by advocacy organisations which see the Right to the city as
the overarching theme in efforts at directing public policy and legislation
to promote social equity and jtise in urban development, for example,
housing rights movements and multilateral organisations (such as UN
HABITAT and UNESCO). This alternative interpretation of the Right to the
city conceives it as augmenting already established human rights, as is
manifest in the content of the proposed World Charter for the Right to the
city. The charter is the product of debates within the World Social Form
and argues that the Right to the city is:

“the equitable usufruct of cities within the principles of Sustainability,
SljdzAGlroAtAlEY YR &a20Alt 2dzadAO0OSX (
cities, in particular of the vulnerable and marginalised groups, that confers

upon them the legitimacyfaction and organisation, based on their uses

and Customs, intending to achieve full exercise of the right to free self
RSGSNXYAYIFIOGA2Y YR Fy |RSIljdzrdS adal yR
2F Fff AYOGSNYlFGAz2yl e NB@z2ghtgtaSRX
g2NJ] Ay SldzZAdlroftS FyR alFaAra¥slk Oolz2Ne
political participation."

(World Charter for the Right to the city, 2005, pp. 2)

These two interpretations of the Right to the city underlie the concept's
revival in contemporary urban society, with the interpretations polarised
between developing and developed countries (Mayer, 2012). As Mayer
(2009) explains, one set of interpretat®is those championed by anti
neoliberal movements based predominantly in the global North, which are
much closer aligned with the original Lefebvrian conception, in which
urbanisation represents a transformation of society and daily life through
the captal, which is the transformation against which Lefebvre through
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social and political action sought the creation of rights, while the other
interpretation has been promoted by advocacy organisations active in
cities in the global South which seek to address the exclusionary effects of
neoliberalism through the humamghts interpretation of the Right to the

city.

Rights regimes consist of universal rights (such as the UN Declaration of
Human Rights) and nationally constituted rights (as in national
constitutions and legislations). Universal rights are founded on human
dignity, while national rights are composededgal rights that states have
consented to or those drawn from customary practice (Jochnick, 2001;
Henkin, 1994). Additionally, national rights are characterised by a clear
hierarchical structure, constitutional provisions reflected in ordinary
statutes, and secondary legislation (Meron, 1986), whereas universal
human rights are indivisible and interdependent (Arzabe, 2001).
Fundamentally, advocacy organisations interpret the Right to the city
proposes a union between universal and national rights to form a
integrated and solitary bundle of rights (Mayer, 2009).

Mayer (2009) argues that struggles for specific rights do not refer to the
Right to the city. Lefebvre envisioned the Right to the city as a call for a
radical reorganisation of social, political and economic affairs within and
beyond, not a suggestion fagform or a partial resistance (Purcell, 2002).
Thus, the human rights conception of the Right to the city in seeking
inclusion into the already established human rights perspective
undoubtedly departs from Lefebvre's conception. Although potentially
leadng to a significant improvement in the existing situation, this
institutionalisation of collective rights is not a transformation of the
existing system, as Lefebvre envisioned (Mayer, 2009). Thus, Woessner
(2009) terms it the 'neoliberal Right to theitwhich seeks deeper
inclusion in the global capitalist urban development system as it exists,
and as such, it shodircuits the more expansive, more transformational
stance of the Lefebvrian conception.

Lefebvre's conception, although fundamentally arguing for a Right to the
city for all urban inhabitants, to a large extent seeks the establishment of
rights not for all inhabitants but rather for those who have been denied
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rights and are in need; hence it is a challenge to the assertions of wealthy
and influential sections of the urban populace (Mayer, 2012). Thus, an
underlying conflict of rights exists, as some sections of urban society
already possess the Right to theycisuch as key political and financial
powers, and thus the Lefebvrian conception is essentially concerned with
the enshrinement of the Right to the city for the other sections of urban
society which lack a Right to the City (Marcuse, 2012). The humas righ
conception, however, differs from Lefebvre's conception because it ignores
this underlying power play by essentially advocating for the establishment
of general rights for all urban inhabitants.

The humarrights conception of the Right to the city has also been
criticised. Several arguments are put forward. First, its conformist
orientation falls short of tackling the invisible forces which necessitate the
push for the establishment of rights ihet first instance. Second, its aim
for broader inclusion in the prevailing global capitalist system fails to
address the issues surrounding this system of urban development, which
Is perceived as the foundational problem. Furthermore, as contained in
thisconception, the call for rights focuses on specific features of neoliberal
policy, such as poverty alleviation, but it fails to address the fundamental
economic policies that systematically perpetuate poverty and exclusion
(Mayer, 2009; 2012). These argumie against the humainights
conception of the Right to the city resonate even further, considering
different societies' varying economic, political, social, and cultural
dimensions. This line of thought regarding inherent contextual differences
leads Jenks et al. (2007) to question proposals directed at normative
development agendas without an-depth analysis of these dimensions
within contexts. Similarly,

Centner and Rojas (2011) also highlights the impact of contexts on the
translation of the Right to the city, identifying varying translations of the
concept in different contexts.

Despite the distinction between these two central conceptions of the Right
to the city, they do not differ entirely. First, both share a common
philosophical origin, evolving from the work of Lefebvre, as any use of the
term is invariably inseparable frothis origin. Also, and more pertinently,
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both lay claim to similar ambitions, even if the recommended avenues for
achieving this are dissimilar. Both conceptions of the Right to the city
envision cities that will be more just, sustainable and democratic (Mayer,
2012). However, the Lefebvrian wisisees the Right to the city achieved
only through constant confrontation and struggle, while the humghts
approach sees international and legal instruments as a core approach.

Nevertheless, the content of both conceptions is not contradictory in
absolute terms and incorporates recognisable similarities the collective
nature of the Right. This point is argued by Marcuse (2012, p 34) in his
submission that "the [Lefebvrian] Rigtat the City is a unitary right, a
single right that makes a claim to a city in which all of the separate and
AYRAGARdzZ f NA IK( A& X OAUSR Ay OKIF N
[emanating from multilateral organisations and other associated groups]
are implaned”. (p 34). Additionally, from the analysis of the debates
around both conceptions of the Right to the city, it is apparent that both
fundamentally agree on three fundamental principles; namely, the notions
of collective action; equitable, participatongints in urban management;

and equitable rights to the use of public space, are vital to achieving the
Right to the city.

These points of intersection signal a window of opportunity in the
essentially dualistic struggles for a Right to the city. Increasing tensions
and growing global coalitions around the Right to the city could potentially
broaden the platform from which thenore transformative Lefebvrian
Right to the city can be demanded (Mayer, 2012). It is nevertheless
pertinent to note that Purcell (2002, p 106) cautioned that the Lefebvrian
Right to the city should not be seen as a conclusive answer to current
problems lot rather as an opportunity for an innovative type of politics;
"an urban politics of the inhabitant”, and the notion of the Right to the city
is not restricted to a single interpretation(Pietrus, 2015) The apparent
similarities between both conceptionstbe Right to the city are alluded

to by Fernandes (2007) in his explanation that the proposed World Charter
for the Right to the city draws on the Lefebvrian concept; the Right of all
urban inhabitants to communally enjoy the advantages, cultural variety,
social diversity, economic benefits and opportunities of urban life, along
with active participation in urban management, to be achieved according
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to national, local, and specific realities. Nevertheless, Fernandes argues
that an effective Right to the city cannot be achieved without legal
underpinning.

Therefore, these points of intersection will be advanced in this study, with
the humanrights conception of the Right to the city essentially subsumed
in the more radical Lefebvrian conception. Therefore, in this study, the
Right to the city is adopted tmean a set of rights which collectively
constitute the Right to more democratic cities, wherein all urban
inhabitants possess the Right to influence all decisions regarding the
production of urban space in addition to the Right of access, occupation
and uilisation of public spaces for societally beneficial purposes.

The Rightd8ased Agenda

The composition of the humarghts conception of the Right to the city,
the rightsbased agenda for urban development, is provided in this
section. Whilst the Lefebvrian conception of the Right to the city remains
primarily a theoretical proposition, sidicant steps have been taken to
actualise the humamights conception. The achievements of the rights
based agenda within prevailing urban conditions and its link to the notion
of universal human rights are explored, and it is suggested that this
approachto the Right to the city presents a valid platform for the
application of the Right to the city in specific parts of the world.

The human rights conception of the Right to the city, the righsed
agenda of advocacy groups, has made significant progress in terms of its
operationalisation and practicability in comparison to the larger
philosophical Lefebvrian conception. Most ra¥ain Latin America, the
Right to the city has inspired an extraordinary level of experimentation in
an attempt to operationalise it, particularly in Brazil, where the Right to
the city has been officially inculcated into legislation (Fernandes, 2007;
Brown, 2010; Centner and Rojas, 2011; Earle, 2011), which has ultimately
advanced the cause of the demand for the Right to the city as a whole. The

65



Right to the City agenda thus serves as a platform for the provision of a
rights-based perspective to urban development (Fernandes, 2007), its
most crucial contribution perhaps being the critical role it presents for the
local state in introducing a righfsased agenda (Brown, 2010).

Brown and Kristiansen (2009) argue that human rights instruments have
inspired the diffusion of the concept of the Right to the city. They highlight
the milestone of the UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights in 1948
with its basis on the principles ofistice, fairness and equality and
recognition that "the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the
human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world"
as constituting a contract between people and governments (UN 1948
cited n Brown and Kristiansen, 2009, pp. 13). The implication is that
states, irrespective of their political, economic and cultural systems, are
duty-bound to uphold and defend all human rights and fundamental
freedoms, despite the crucial and complex challemmgebalancing
legitimate, state, collective and individual rights (Brown and Kristiansen,
2009).

The notion of universal human rights has been subject to significant
criticism. Some critics suggest that the principles are vague and difficult to
enforce, overly symbolic and less substantive, excessively flexible,
philosophically inadequate, are a meaofdiberal imperialism, and are a
disguised form of global suppower and capitalist domination (Henkin,
1994; Ignatieff, 2001 cited in Brown, 2004, pp. 451). However, Alston
(1984) argues that their flexibility is an advantage as they can adjust to
charging global conditions, with the possibility of creating new rights to
counter emerging perceived injustices (Balfour and Eduardo, 2004).
However, a proliferation of human rights instruments is also a challenge
(Meron, 1986), with the process of developmaw rights haphazard in
nature (Alston, 1984). Nevertheless, Ignatieff (2001 cited in Brown, 2004,
p 452) argues that despite these perceived shortcomings and based on
historical evidence, human rights have proved effective in protecting
individuals fromviolence and abuse. Additionally, the notion of human
rights has served helpful to date but also augurs well for future societal
development, as the human rights discourse empowers people to make
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the world as they desire and is a powerful political tool with the potential
of transforming societies (Brown, 2004).

Furthermore, Brown and Kristiansen (2009) explain that in the light of
changing global and environmental conditions, calls have emanated for
the broadening of the rights established in the UN Declaration in order to
make them more specific and based onexiew of key elements of
Lefebvre's Right to the City, the idea of collective rights as well as rights to
participation and appropriation they conclude that from an ethical point
of view the Right to the city is not a new right, but instead use of thésrigh
language to point to the involvement of citizens in the oeuvre of their city.
Thus, the Right to the city should be seen as an approach to urban change
and not part of a human rights programme in which all city inhabitants
are urban citizens, thus creatj an avenue through which citizens can
express their needs and assert rights to participation, with due provision
for others to do likewise, in order to appropriate substantive citizenship.
The expansion of existing international covenants and conventioline

with the Right to the city has also been advocated in light of the rapid
urbanisation rates globally and the challenges that this demonstrates.

Fernandes (2007) gawedence to these calls by calling for the better
discourse and expansion of the existing but fragmented international
treaties in economic, cultural, social, and environmental rights into a
broader, more precisely defined schema of the Right to theHgtpsserts
that this will lead to adopting a more detailed international treaty
document to guide policy, decisiomaking, and social and political action.

A universal rights agenda is doable and achievable on both the city
regional and national levels, with both levels impacting the global
discussion, according to Parnell and Pieterse (2010). Because a universal
rights agenda presents an exciting and digtdllenge to the composition

of citizenship and makes the city a vital element in the decisiaking
process, the city and its residents are thrust to the forefront of
international discussions on rights and citizenship, asserts Purcell (2002).
Citizenslp and rights are typically asserted on a national scale;
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nevertheless, to move the rights agenda beyond the national level and into
the realm of the city, it will be necessary to consider the question of how
these things will be constructed on the city scale.

With continued efforts to forge a unified front in support of the rights
based agenda for urban development, the discussions on the practical
application of the humamights paradigm of the Right to the city continue

to evolve. In this vein, several intational NGOs organised a global
conference on the Right to the city in Sao Paulo, Brazil, in November 2014
to bring together eminent authorities and determine a course of action.
The gathering's objectives were to establish a Worldwide Forum on The
Right b the city, which would serve as the foundation for campaigns and
negotiations leading up to Habitat Ill, the United Nations Conference on
Housing and Urban Development, in 2016, and to foster a coordinated
strategy for pursuing the recognition of the Rigb the City by UN
agencies as well as national and international governments (Cities
Alliance, 2014). These initiatives have significantly benefited from the
Right to the City agenda's historical success in several nations.

In Latin America, especially in Brazil, where the Right to the city has been
codified in law, there has been a great deal of experimentation prompted
by the concept of the Right to the City (Brown, 2010; Canter and Rojas,
2011). Constitutional recognitiolmf the Right to the city and the
underlying mechanism of the social function of land and property was
achieved there after a decade of battle by social movements (Mathivet,
2014).

As a result of a very dynamic civil society and extensive exclusionary types
of urban development that have taken place in the region with its fast
urbanisation, the battle for rights is very dynamic in Latin America (Canter
and Rojas, 2011). (Fernande80Z; Brown, 2010). Thus, developments in
Latin America and the expanding Right to the City ideology encouraged by
international bodies with global reach have created a solid chance for the
dissemination of the Right to the city, at least some tenets, nmesaties

in SubSaharan Africa and other developing world locations where such a
thing would be essentially impossible without the help of Latin America.
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24 Conclusion

This chapter also discussed urban public space, a term that is inherently
complex and difficult to describe due to space's ubiquity. In light of these
ongoing discussions, "urban public space" describes any area in a city that
Is not legally considered pate and is open to at least some degree of
public use (Frances,1987). In addition, the crucial function that urban
public space plays in the conduct of street commerce was emphasised. It
was determined that street trading activities are incredibly cordgrsial
because they occur in urban public spaces subject to competing interests.
Municipal authorities frequently force traders to move from their selected
locations in favour of other uses encouraged by influential individuals and
deemed more suitable, thi this pattern increasing due to ongoing
worldwide economic operations (Hall and Pieffer 2013). The literature
examined reveals that attempts to relocate street vendors are typically
ineffective and do not benefit the vendors or most municipal residents.
However, most studies fail to account for the wrdaging effects of
street trader relocations, including the spatial, political, economic, and
sociocultural consequences shown by the battleground framework
(Mackie et al., 2014).

In addition, we traced the development of the concept of "the right to the

city" and its subsequent reappearance in the current urban debate. The
original Lefebvrian and human rights conceptions are the two most

prominent variations of this idea.

Both ideas have different starting points but ultimately aim for the same
thing; thus, they are not mutually exclusive. Both conceptions not only
share a common goal of achieving more democratic and equitable cities,
but they also agree on several fundarntenprinciples, three key ones
being the importance of the notions of collective action; equitable,
participatory rights in urban management; and equitable rights to the use
of public space, to the implementation of the Right to the city. Thus, the

underlning convergence between both conceptions is the basis upon
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which the Right to the city is adopted in this study. Therefore, in this study,
the Right to the city is adopted to mean a set of rights which collectively
constitute the Right to more democratic cities, wherein all urban
inhabitants possess the Right tofluence all decisions regarding the
production of urban space in addition to the Right of access, occupation
and utilisation of public spaces for societally beneficial purposes.

There has been significant progress made in implementing the Right to the
city through the rightdoased agenda for urban development in Latin
America, notably in Brazil, where it has been enshrined into law, and it is
argued that this approach to the Riglatthe city holds significant promise

for the propagation of the concept to parts of the world where rights
issues are not well established, such asSaffraran Africa. The possibility

of applying the Right to the city spatially as well as at the actleirgl
further makes it suitable for this purpose. However, a contextual critique
of the Right to the city is vital for this to be achieved.

Thus, the rightdbased agenda has significant relevance to urban public
space, especially the activities of street traders, as it is potentially a tool
through which the conflicts over the use of urban public space can be
resolved, but despite this, thedRt to the city has only just been applied

to livelihoods. Applying the Right to the city to street trade and the
conflicts over the use of urban public space, with specific reference to the
rapidly urbanising African city of Lagos, forms part of the umigap in
knowledge that this study aims to fill. Furthermore, from this review of
relevant literature, three key theoretical gaps concerning street trade and
the Right to the city have emerged; these include:

- A limited understanding of the broad impacts of street trader
displacements.

- The need for a contextual critique of the Right to the city and the
implication of this analysis on its implementation.

- The lack of an application of the Right to the city at the@typscale.
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These three issues, in addition to linking the Right to the city with street
trade, form the basis of inquiry in this study and collectively constitute the
unique contribution to knowledge that this study aims to achieve.
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3.1 Introduction

This chapter examines topics that pro@itheoreticalinsight into thesignificance of street
selling activities within the city's everyday routine, including associetetiengesnd issues

associated with policy development for these activities indhigan public sphere.

Therefore, the chapter is divided intwo mainparts, each of which focuses on the research
theoretical and philosophical themeshefirst part contains theheoreticalbaclground, and

it includes section 2 and 33 respectively Section 3 contains topics on Lagos metropolis,
megacities, rapid urbanisatiofihe significance of Lagos as a metropolis in Nigeria's history,
society, economy, politics, and culture are discusasdwell as somehallengs of rapid
urbanisation and quest for the Lagos megac®gction 3.3 contains topics sireet trading
activities, urban public space and public palithe topics includéagos state public policy
formulation and implementation on street tradingctivities in the urban public spacthe

challenge of contested space, rights to the city and current trends in public policy

These topics form the basis of the research methodology and expected findings of the study.
3.2 Lagos metropolis, megacities, rapid urbanisation

This subchapter examines the sosjoatial historical, socieconomic, political and cultural
significance of Lagos metropolihese sockspatial elements influence the nature and usage
of the urban public space, which in turn influences the spatial impact of street selling

activities. They also determine the current dual structure of the-louijt setting.

The historical, socigeconomic, political, and cultural significance of Lagos metropolis

Lagos colony was the seat of colonial power, and this resulted in its status as the commercial
outpost for the colonial government. This role has shaped the commercial viability of the city
today. Furthermore, the city evolved to become the first capitdligeria, thereby enhancing

GKS OAGeQa LRIAGAOIT NBfSOIyOSo | 26SOSNE
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urban growth, high population density, the informal economy phenomenon, and other
urbanizationchallengeswhich shaped the identity and the resultant way of life in Lagos.

[ 3238 KI&a RSQOSOZEBRAAYIDI GKEIEIBDAaEKS YARRE S (
ASOU2NE 6KAOK 3ANBg 0SOIdzaS 2F GKAA OKIy3aASo
O2y OSYUNYGA2Yy 2F Lzt AO Tl OAf ¥ OBXSNI Ayaa bk yaOSy
olyl1Ay3a IyR FAYLFLyOSs IyR GKdza fSFRAy3a G2 |
O2YLI yASazr 3dJ22Ra FyR &aSNWAOSa FTNRBY 6KAOK (il
FEOGSNYFGAGS G2 GKS F2N¥IE SO2y2Yed

h3dzyt SeS FyR . I0F2ARS onikptIAYU & KSAWE NRIBOAYTA.
YEGA2YyE SO2y2Yeées IAOSYUNBYHEIKSY BRI MBRAL LI ¥ 20/ES
SO02y2YAO YR &Ll GAlf aeadsSyo h¥ GKS oc adl G
aGFGS Aa (GKS avYl tYfk REANA WR nvapold Q2 LNkt #Kd3E# | v R
KS aaSNISR dKFd [F32a YSONRBLRtIAGEY GKREFRSGKS
YR YIFydzFlF OlGdzNAy3 | OGA@GAGE YR Aa faz2 GKS N
O2YYSNDAI {0 adzA A YHEMBRAzO0 2F [l 32a4a O2YYSND,
aSO02NNPKlYES KI @AYy 3T | YIFE22NI AYLI OO 2y (GKS 41 @
RSTAYSR® wlLIAR LRLMAZAFdA2y ANRgIK Ay [F32a KI
OCI L2 KdzyRIF'Z Mpyp0OZ YIF{Ay3 GKS INRGUKS®F (KS

The metropolitan area of Lagos and the state of Lagos are essentially the same thing because
they both encompass essentially the same land area (Filani, 2012). Located in southwestern
Nigeria, West Africa, the city of Lagos faces the Atlantic Ocean souitisern side. Prior to
Abuja’'s designation as the nation's capital in 1999, it served as Nigeria's political epicentre.
The city may no longer be the capital of Nigeria, but it is still the country's and the region's
economic hub and a major cultural ceat Over 70% of Nigeria's industrial and economic
operations take place in Lagos, making it not only the commercial capital of Nigeria but also
the dominant regional port and manufacturing centre in West Africa (Istrate, 2007; Mbachu
and Lafreniere, 2007).agos's strategic location as a port city has made transportation
essential to the city's economic standing and general development. Due to its superior
harbour, Lagos quickly rose to prominence as Nigeria's main port. After the Murtala

Muhammed Internatnal Airport was built, the city also became a hub for rail, road, and air
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travel (Abiodun, 1997). Through the years, these establishments and their associated
pursuits have grown, contributing to the city's extraordinary development. Lagos State, with
over 17 million residents, is the most populous while having the smallestltotd area of

all of Nigeria's 36 states. There's no denying that it's a thriving metropolis, too. Between
2011 and 2025, it is anticipated that Lagos's average annual growth rate of 3.71% will make

it the world's fastestgrowing megacity (UN, 2012).

Challenges emerge from Lagos's complex past as a trading post and colonial outpost as well

as the city's rapid preserday growth Mabogunje contends that :

aLy YI ylagowi$ tBeaniost spectacular of that class of Nigerian cities which
owe their growth and development largely to European influence. Here the chance
concentration of traffic imposed by the construction of the railways in 1895 and the
later improvement of prt facilities in 1914 gave Lagos utmost significance in the
predominantly exportrade orientation of the Nigerian economy. Except for Port
Harcourt, no other city in the country enjoys the advantage of being the joint termini
of major land and sea routeBlonetheless, for many towns and cities whose location
remains of relevance to the modern economy, Lagos represents a type both in its
rapid rate of growth and like the problems which are involved in such growth.
However, the sheer magnitude of Lagos put® a class by itself and compounds
many of its problems. When the era of industrial development began, the port
location and the political preminence gave Lagos a peculiar advantage. They

transformed it into the major focus of the urbanisation prégces2 ¥ G KS gK2t S O

(Mabogunje, 1968, p.238)
[2y3 0ST2NB O2f2yAllFGA2y>Y [F32& 4l a + GKNROD
AGNF 0SAA0 t20FGA2y S SAaLISOAILfte a | LIR2NI OA
' FNAOIY O2Fald F2N) I gFdzZ o0dzaAylSaaRSNYRRA QDOKE
SEA4GSR GUKSNB 062iGK 0S¥2NB [yR FF3iSNI GKS &aftl ¢
2NRSNJ G2 OFLWAGIEEAAS 2y [F32a4a O2YYSNDALFE L3
2y SYKFYyOAYy3 (GKS OA GRENB (0Nt S/AAILE Nulich dinvk (Y A K/SFNNG
2F LIS2LX S G2 [F32a& AY LlzNBdZA G 2F g2NJ] | FGSN
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ONF YALRNUIF 0A2Y O2yRAGAZ2YA dzZAKSNBR Ay |y SN}
ANRBGAYI AYLRNIFYOS YAIKG Ffaz2 oS FGGNROdzi SR
A2GSNYYSyidod !fK2dAK ! 6dz2l Aa y25 [0KR ay F&aiSANIS,
Fa (GKS SLAOSYGSNI 2F DbAIASNRIY LREfEAGAOATI O2YY
Mpcy TMOBEMT | 0A2REZ = OMmippy HIdf &G Gdza 2F [ | 32
O2y OSYuGNI GA2Yy 2F WgSaluSNYy adetcSton OLWDUEIAGS dF Y
O2y OSYiGNYGA2y TOGSR & | LdzZt FIFOG2NI F2N (K
LI FYyYAy3 | LILINZIF OK®

| SyO0Ss GKS fAYSENI LI FYyYyAy3a | LIWINRIFOK 2F GKS 0o
aStitSYSyida 3INRBgAYI YR &aLINBIRAY3I Ff2y3a (KS
-EA& T2N) Y2OSYSYUSRERI RMIAYI NR ¥ Bzl ¥S KA @dzL | NI OA |
AAIAYAFAOLY G LINIG 2F GKS LldzofAO aLl OSxz | a | &:
0S02YSa I LINAYS SaidldS LINPLISNIe F2N O02YYSNJ
O2YYSNDALIfAPAHNXERAWIBE 2y3T YR 20SNI221Ay3 GKS
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Figure2.1: Ariel view of Lagos island, the historical, so&oconomic, cultural and political core dfagos

metropolis

The challenge of rapid urbanisatioand quest for the Lagos megacity

CKOKIffSyaSa NBadzZ GAy3a FTNBY NILAR dz2NBlFy 3IANP
YS3al Oade a0KSYSa 2dzi 2F YIAa2 NyGA (RATS 38 dkONR dry/SHT |
Al Aa GKS F20dza 2F GUKA& adadGdzRéd ! 22NIR . I VY]
FlLamBAAAY I YS3AILOAdGe adGlddAa Ay wmodp 6KSy Ada
¢CKS !'b SaildAyYl BFa AMR® KGO NY @S >iINNASadox6al 6 A
G2NI R o0& Hnamp | FGSNI ¢2y|RAR2I & yC N® LI A & y=R 2 621YT0 | (
MpypX GKS LRLIzZ I GA2y SELX 2RSR (2 mModn YAffA?Z2
FYR ! TNAOFQa F2NBY2al dzNBlFy OSyidSnNSO02yR YKAAZD 2
YR LREAGAOLIE OGABAGASAD

7

'a 2F wHvnncX (GKS LRLMzZFGA2y 2F [32a {0F30S ¢

O2y RdzZOGSR o0& UGUKS aidlriS RdANAYy3I GKS blaAaz2ylrt |/
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KFa | LRLdAFGA2y 2F 20SNI M YAftA2yd 90Sy (K
ANRGOUKEZ [F32a& IAINRAA ylraGA2ylrf LINPRdAzOG 6Dbt O A
O] b ®HAMHDU

LY FTRRAGA2YS 0SG6SSYy uHunmm YR HaupI AlG 61 &
FyydzZ £ 3INRBGgOGK NIGS 2F | yeL ovBSad SOA (ieK S\ ydzNbKFSy ¢
F3a20AF0SR ¢6AGK (GKA& 3INRgOUKET (GKS [lF32a YS3I
hol &dlya2 | RYAYAAUNI GA2yd | 26SOSNE Al F20dza S
NEISYSNI A2y &AO0OKSYSA RSAAIFIYWSBNDAIKADRKE DAKAE G

[ 324 G& LINR2SOG IFAYa (2 dzZJAN} RS GKS
LJdzof A0 &L} OSo mDRBRY ARSR{Q@@&ERI 2Nt G KS LRt AGAO
dzLJANI RS € SFR&a (2 AYF3AS € dzy RSNRYIA OBKNHE dz2K O2 K
GAGK FRRNBaaAy3d (KS GLISNDSAGSRE axa@EANAYE f &
FYRIAT ABDENAL OézS1 NI Ay (GKS OAGe aLl OSd ¢KS NBac
RSOSt 2LIYSy i o

OKIftSyasSa 2F GKS [F32a YSAILOAGe FEATYy &
& YSUNRLRtAE KlIa O2yliAydsSR (2 SELSNARASYyO
JSOALfte Ay GKS RS@OSt2LISR 62NIR 6K2 | NB |
BalLRyRAYy3I ANBGgOUK Ay AYy TN adNIYRIRENSS KSR
GNPSHASYND L2 Lz | GAZ2Yy ®

wkELIAR dzZNBFyA&ldAaAz2y O2dzid SR ¢ A6/ SINE KA YWD NB/TRE &
ANRBgAYI FlLAGSNI GKIFIYy GKS LRLz FGA2Yy Ay Ylye
NA&GAY3 6SG6SSYy mp FYR Hna LISNI OSYyG oSN & SREI 6
' YS3lIOAGE BAGK o2dzi wn YAffA2Yy LIS2LXS Aa |
SO2y2YAO OGAGAGASE | yR (RS RNBENE yid LIAINIK- S AcRey
GKS AYyONBI aS Ay (KS ydzyo SNIGHB YRS NOISTFEF SDYi  [2 1
AyOSaalyl OSKAQIZFFNIOHN R FF KO 6E@RYS I NBIdzZ |
Al a8Sya (2 KIQPZSORGIHEEBRE khSh HQ ANBRY SRA SEI 3243
O02ayvY2z2LlRfAlGlYyY Kdzo GKIFIGd Ay¥FfdzsSyoSa Ylyeée aLl

LJ2 Lddzf F GA2y 3INRgaz AlG Ydad O2yiGSYR gA0GK (KS
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SEAAGAY3I AYFNFAGNHzOGdNBE YR @At 6fS fFyR®
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Figure2.2: Presertday Lagos metropolis showing the progression of growth in the city

3.3 Street trading activities, urbampublic space and public policy

Street trading activities

Sreet trading activitiess an umbrellgphraseused to describe various forms of opair,
semi/fully exposed, outdoor commercial activity taking place in the public sgéeecity of
Lagos is home to a vibrant street market where a wide variety of goods are bought and sold.
However, the nature of the setting of urban public space and the outlook otrtuser
impacts significantly on the definition, product, outlook and operation and marketing
strategy of these street trading activities. Therefore, #uotivity is described, using everyday
terms such as roadside trading, street markets, street vendors and petty traflthgvo
(1999) describes it as street trading. Solomoftlyeh, et al. (2011) describes it as street
vending;The authors Owusu et al. (2013) called it various names, including street hawking,
peddling, touting, tiny trading, and informal trade. In addition, Bhowmik (2005) defines it as
street vending, which is the practice of selling things to the public froneraporary

storefront locatal on the street (street vending is the common term in India). Street trade,
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as defined by Bromley (2000), is the purchase and sale of goods and services in public places

such as streets and sidewalks.

In early literature, street trading was seen by many academics as part of a traditional
past expected to fade out over time in line with economic development. Street trading
was conceived by early scholars, notably in the 1950s and 60s, as being dettitoenta
national development efforts (Geertz 1963 cited in Cross and Morales, 2007, p. 6). The
perception is that it is a transient type of employment, which would become irrelevant
as employment in the formal sector expanded, with the absorption of the malgi
working population into the formal sector (Beneria, 2001). However, the absorption of
street traders into the formal sector has failed to materialize, despite changes in
cultural and social conditions, progress in economic development, and sustained

efforts at its restriction or elimination.

Selling goods on the street is not a modern profession but has deep historical roots.
Furthermore, it is a worldwide phenomenon practised in many locations. In terms of
longevity and global distribution, street trade ranks near the top (Bromley, 2003). As
long-standing economic practise, street trading has been an integral part of many
human communities everywhere. According to Pena (1999), street trade is
commonplace in global commerce but has strong historical and cultural origins in
Mexico. Accordinga HaysMitchell (1994), one of the first forms of commerce
documented in Peru was conducted on the streets. Both Morales (2000) and Kettles
(2007), which focus on Latin American and North American cities, respectively,
illustrate the long and storied histp of street trade. The lengthy history of street
trading is discussed by Shrestha (2006) and Nnkya (2006), who write on the context of

their respective countries, Nepal and Tanzania.

These days, street trade can be seen in almost every country and significant city
(Bromley, 2000), and it has both international and local roots (Lyons and Snoxell,
2005). Academics have studied street trading for decades (Chen and Carré, 2020). They
are apart of the informal economy despite the fact that they contain many legitimate
businesses. In spite of the many discussions that have taken place about street
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commerce and the broader concept of the informal economy, there is no agrped,

universal definition of either term.

The location of a business is the key determinant of whether or not it is considered
street trade. Mitullah (2004), drawing on the African setting, defines street trade as
any economic activity conducted outside of enclosed premises or isolated working
environments, such as sidewalks, street pavements, major transportation hubs, and
other public locations. For example, in India, the question of whether or not a given
type of street trade is illegal is an additional factor in defining its scope. According to
Brown et al. (2009, p. 3), street vendors are "legal or socially acceptable goods or
services" producers and sellers operating on a modest scale. These business owners
set up shop in a public spot like a sidewalk or a makeshift market, and they conduct at

least some of their business in an unregulated manner.

Trading on the street and trading at a market are similar but not identical. Market
traders are comparable to street vendors, except that they set up shop in official,

sanctioned public or private marketplaces (Brown et al.2009)

In some situations, the presence of a significant number of street vendors is taken as
evidence of the existence of a market; this is the case, for example, when a street is
transformed into a street market because of the prevalence of vendors sellingsgood
there (Bromley, 2000).

Within this continuum, there is a wide range of categories for street trade. While

Bromley (2000) classifies street sellers as either stationary or mobile, Mitullah (2004)
sees a continuum between the two types of vendors. The scale of various types of
street commerce is likewise variable. According to Bromley (2000), these range from

sole proprietorships to multinational conglomerates. Time commitments might be

minimal ("oneoff") or substantial ("yearound," "seasonal," "occasional," etc.) for

solo entrgreneurs or large teams of workers.
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One of the most pervasive and numerous segments of the unofficial economy is street
vendors (Bromley, 1998; Daniels, 2004; Mitullah, 2004; Pratt, 2006; Brown et al.,
2009). In addition to being an important part of the industry as a whole, street trading
is also one of the most contentious subsets within it. This statistic exemplifies the
conundrum because the most practical location for street commerce is also the most
important public area, which is contested territory. Thus, street vendors frequently
congregate in public locations, provoking conflicts with city authorities and the general
public. As a result, city authorities make concerted efforts to remove street vendors
from strategically important locations in favour of other uses that are deemed more
suitable (Bromley and Mackie, 2009).

The urban public spaces

The term "urban public space" is used to describe the areas inside the city's built environment
where people congregate for public uses, such as street markets. This makes it the primary
stage for displaying how people's social and physical environmeetsaat with one another

in typical situations. It's what Bromley (2000) calls a "streetscape,” which includes "streets
and other related public axes like passageways, parks, and thoroughfdresconcept of
urban public space is not a new idea, as theigrobf urban public spacean be traced back

at least to the Greek Agora (Mitchell, 1995), which is arguably the pamsilar public space

of all time (Madanipour, 1999). The Agora was a place for patftics, a marketplace, space
where people carried out collective activities, and wheuelgements, negotiations and
resolutions were made (Hartley 1992). It was a place wintggrated economic, political,

and cultural activities (Madanipour, 1999). However, thesen obvious need for a more
nuaned conception of urban public space, especiadlgsidering the changing times and the
significance of this on the conception of spacewsd| as its classificationt is difficult to
conceive of either space or society without the other (Carmona et al., 2010) due to the
reciprocal nature of the link between the two. The urban public realm's social function is an
inalienable quality that is shaped by the conventiofshe time and place. In the same way
that the ancient Greek Agora was the product ohflicting views about what constitutes

that place and who comprises the public, modern public space is the outcome of "competing

beliefs about what constitutes that space and who constitutes the public" (Mitchell, 1995,
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pp. 115). In his discussion of how society creates its physical environments, Madanipour
(1999) points to the intrinsic link between the physical location of a given place and the social
role it plays there. He explains that the places we frequent defim @e defined by our

social behaviour, both of which are fundamental to our social existence. Thus, our
understanding of space and spatial relations is consistent with our understanding of the other

components of our social lives.

The urban public space indicates the significance of space within the societal context. Space
and society are intertwined; hence, urban public space serves an important kowtbn.

Urban public space also serves several other uses, but the politicaloamthercial uses are
particularly prominent in contemporary times. This section tfasuses on the concept of
urban public space as the site where informal econoautivities are mostly conducted,
especially street trade. The discussion includesaaalysisof the two constituents of the
concept, urban space and public space, as welldscaission on the main functions of urban

public space, and related debates.

Geographers have also considered the concept of social space, and argue that urban space
signifies the spatial expression of social institutions (Brown, 2005; 2006). Renowned
geographer Harvey (1973) considers social space as being composed of the complexity of
personal perceptions and images about attitudes to the spatial symbolism around an
individual, with each person seemingly living within a personally created web of spatial
relationships, which are somewhat contained in the particular individoale geometric
system. Hefurther explains that this dynamic occurs within societies which identify
significantly similairmages regarding their surrounding space and which also possess similar
ways ofevaluating the importance and behaving in space, with this mutual facet of the spatial
image underlying the real nature of social space, Harvey (1973) therefore concludes that
socialspace is a complex, namiform and disjointed composition, varying from person to
person and society to society as wedl overtime. According to Searle (1995), there are two
types of world facts: institutional facts (things that exist because of human agreement) and
brute facts (facts that exist regardless of human organisations). Therefore, according to

Madanipour (1999), institutionsnake up the bulk of the social universe. The physical
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existence of urban space is the bare truth, but the institutional fact is that the objects and
relationships inside urban space are the result of human consensus and have unique
significance and meaning to different people. Because people can assign méarirese
things beyond their physical location, they become a part of people's everyday lives and a
part of society as a whole. As a result, Madanipour (1999) draws the conclusion that the
significance of symbolism in the formation of social reality advdnow social facts can be
interpreted in many ways; thus, space, being an important feature of our social world, finds
multiple interpretations and meanings. The way in which places are socially created becomes
evident as different people give differenteanings to the same area (Knox and Pinch, 2000).
Thus, according to Madanipour (1996), urban space is the end result of the cumulative impact
of human civilizations on their environments, with the interplay between environmental
quirks and the social tris of the people living in those environments shaping the distinctive
aspects of urban space. He makes a distinction between public and private areas, the former
of which are open to anybody and the latter of which are protected from strangers by various
barriers (both physical and social). Despite his emphasis on public areas, he maintains that all
of the city's outdoor areas and the people, activities, and connections that take place there

constitute what he calls "urban space" (Madanipour, 1999).

Social space, therefore, relies on the collective priorities of individual groups at particular
periods, based on the unique and generally agreed values and the neddefdmngterm
survival of the group over time. Every society in history shapes a distinctivesgagalwhich
meets its intertwined needs for social and economic functioning (Lefeb®®d in Hayden
1995, pp. 19). Therefore social space, like urban space and any atteagiltrteate space is
fundamentally dependent on the presence daractivities of theindividuals within the
particular space under consideration. This line of thought is esdent in the conceptions

of public space, as can be seen in the definition of public spacgarr et al. (1992, pp.1) as:
GOGKS adl3sS dzl2y ¢ KAOK (K SsudkBdthe btregdsFsquarasyaiodzy |- €
parks of a city. Hence the presence of other individualgnts, activities, inspiration, and
stimulation constitute a vital quality of public spag@ehl, 1996). Therefore silai to urban

space, the control of public space is also subjecbltective priorities and aspirations. Public
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space is space, which is available, belongslt@nd is regulated by prevailing social and legal

norms (Drummond 2000).

The communal role of public space is generally well defined in the debates on spHdutie;

however, issues around its control are not as well identified. Madanipour (208)ribes

public space as space that concerns a group of people and is open to aruyedechembers

of the community and suggests that public authorities mainly carry out control. However,

Brown (2006) explains that the control of public space, althawsyrally carried out by public

authorities, is not their exclusive preserveurthermore, Mitchell (1995), from a political
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entity; and an ideal) requires adequatensideration.
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by constant struggle, with the control of urban public spaces usoaityed out by elites and

influential sections of society and other groups of socmptinuously have to struggle to

gain inclusion. In contemporary times, due to change®nal, political and economic trends,

most notably the rise of global capitalism, the contofl urban space is predominantly

situated in the hands of powerful corporate econoraied social actors. Thus, under their
AYyFtdzSyO0S GKS 0O2yaidAildseemnhgly reddfined id ABludd dodg £ A O Q
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Meanwhile, Carmona et al. (2010) extend the definition of public space to include internal
physical spaces by arguing that interiors of critical buildings, such as churches, can also be
considered as public spaces, suggesting a relationship between public space and physical
structures or the physical environment. They argue that since public space does notroccur

a vacuum, it requires a manifestation and that physical environment fulfils thisserteing

as the avenue through which public space #@isdsocial elements are displayethus Gehl

(1996) identifies three social activities that take place in public space,eaxrhing distinct
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demands on the physical environment, namely; necesaatiyities, such as going to work or
school with these mainly occurring irrespectively of tbleysical environment; optional

activities, which are pursuits undertaken if situatigmsrmit, such as taking a walk, these
activities particularly dependent on the physiealvironment; and social activities, such as

communal activities which are only indirectlgpendent on the physical environment.

Brown (2006) takes up this challenge, and drawing on the delmstesban space and public
space; she offers a more contemporary and robust definitiauribén public space as physical
space and an understanding of the social relations tiatern it, including the totality of
spaces not delineated as private and where evemiaimal level of legitimate public or
community use exists, it includes formal public spiacparks, squares and streets as well as
space at the margins, such as between gemanent edge and building facade, -ovad
reserves or river banks, or in vacant amfenced lots, where public access is possible but

not formalized.

Brown (2006) argues that urban public space exists irrespective of ownership. However, the
concept infers a measure of accepted communal access or use rights, an expressicalof
customs and political practice. Urban public space is both a result ateteaminant of
concepts of social order and land use rights that serve as a settingpllective city life.
Furthermore, she suggests that urban public space possesses aywithblic and political
function as a medium for the contest or an indioa of political controland is a continually
changing resource with a potential for rapid transformation in respdas®cial negotiation,

and which may be experienced in a variety of ways by diverse sthiai¢ or gender groups.

It's common for economic and political interests to meet in public places in modern cities
(Mitchell, 1995). Urban public spaces have a long history of being used for political reasons,
with political interactions often taking place there. This is true thiee we are talking about

the exercise of political dominance by elites or the conflict and challenge of a political
underclass. Because of their position as political power hubs, cities attract the attention of
those who wield elite political power. Parasl and the building of statues of the ruling class

are just two examples of how urban public places have historically served as symbols of
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governmental power (Madanipour, 1999). The urban public sphere is crucial to political

processes because it provides the medium for the public display of authority.

With recent global political shifts and many urban fights being fought out in the open, the
political relevance of urban public space has taken on greater significance. Numerous
struggles for democracy and freedom have been fought in the open (Brown, 2005). Since
public spaces in cities are critical to the proper operation of municipal politics (Arefi and
Meyers, 2003), they play an important role in urban government. Therefbeebalance of
power in any community is determined by who has the upper hand when it comes to the
management of public space, especially in urban areas (Madanipour, 1999). Many
governments, seeing the necessity to consolidate state power, have begun rocexérol

over metropolitan areas, and the employment of openly violent tactics to silence dissenting

voices in these areas is a confirmation of that authority (Brown, 2006).

With the rise of cities and the popularity of democracies and other political systems in which
citizens have a voice, urban public spaces have become increasingly important. Mitchell
(1995) argues that public spaces in cities are where "political actettyally takes place,"

and that they provide a forum for "the explicit expression of aspirations and frustrations by
individuals or portions of the urban people.” In light of its significance, the public sphere has
often been dubbed the democratic spher@armona et al., 2010), making it an ideologically
significant aspect in democracies (Mitchell, 1995). Arab Spring uprisings, which began in
Tunisia in 2010 and expanded over most of the Middle East, are a prime example of the
political use of urban publispace. The significance of urban public space in politics was
underscored by the fact that many of the struggles occurred there. As Lopes de Souza and
Lipietz (2011) point out, the scalled "Arab Spring" was predominately an urban
phenomenon, in which pulr spaces were transformed into venues of seuaditical

contestation, renewing previous incidents of protest.
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The importance of urban public space in the politics of Arab societies has been widely
acknowledged and demonstrated over the years. Arab leaders have sesgeal efforts to

monitor and dominate public space in order to prevent any formnsirrection, thereby
suppressing the civic function of such spaces (Rabbat, 2012). This belief is based on the fact
that urban public spaces in the Middle East are traditionally a common site in which
dissentingvoices converge (Bayat, 2013). The prominent rolarb&in public spaces in the

eventsd dZNNR dzy RAy 3 (KS WINIFo &ALINAYy3IQ Ad (GKSNBT:
potentially powerful political function of urban public space, not just in the Middle East, but
globally.Urban public space thus plays a vital role in political processes in societies, as it

provides a platform through which power is demonstrated and control maintained.

Because of the long history of associating urban public space with commercial activity, it is
impossible to overstate the importance of making efficient use of this resource. Similar to
how the Greek Agora was primarily a marketplace, the principal pupéaces in the
mediaeval city were market places, and the entire city itself functioned as a marketplace
(Madanipour, 1999).

Despite its fareaching economic relevance, the economic role of urban public space receives
comparatively little attention. Much less attention has been paid to the economic significance
of public spaces during the debates that have taken place; instis@dsocial, physical,
political, and cultural components of these spaces have received the most attention (Brown,
2006). The rise of the black market and related shifts in global economic conditions have,
however, highlighted the economic significanceunban public areas. The prevalence of
unofficial markets and other forms of informal economic activity in urban public space has

reached a tipping point in many cities throughout the world (Brown, 2006).
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As with informal economic activities and informal dwellings, the commercial role of urban
space is not always clear. The process of making efficient use of urban public places has both
direct and indirect effects, and so there are subtler components t@hen urban public
spaces are used for informal economic activity, such as selling goods or providing services,
they directly contribute to the local economy; when they are used to advance the economic
and social goals of the ruling business class, thdiyactly do so (Brown, 2005). Urban public
space, for instance, is increasingly privatised and viewed as a commodity due to global
economic, political, and demographic shifts (Madanipour, 1999). The significance of urban
public space is readily apparentnmany cities of the developing world. There is little to no
consideration given to the housing or employment needs of the poor while city planners in
these cities undertake massive reconstruction and beautification projects that necessitate
considerable satial re - orientation to attract investment from abroad (Benjamin, 2000;

Middleton, 2003).

Considering the importance of commercial operations to any community, the management
of public space to strike a balance between its commercial role and the demands of other
users is an issue that should be addressed. Since there is a growing trend tiheard
commercialization of urban public spaces, it is imperative that their efficient usage be
emphasised (Brown, 2005). The pervasive nature of space makes categorization difficult
without context and political intent, making urban public space a challgngirion to grasp.

This research builds on prior discussions to propose a definition of urban public space that
includes any areas that are not legally protected as private and that allow for some degree of

public access and use regardless of who owns them

This subsection has shown that urban public space is incredibly complicated, especially in
terms of its definition, control, and fluidity. In addition, it has refined the meaning of the
concept that will form the basis of this research. We have also seemtportance of social,

political, and economic contexts in determining how urban public space is utilized.
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These are factors which extensively undesieeet trading activities, and which combined
with the reliance of street trading activitiesn urban public space, further highlight the

relationship between urban public space astoeet trade.

Lagos state public policy formulation and implementation on street tradiacfivities in the

urban public space

The[ F 32a& {dF0GS D2OSNYYSyYyGiQa wmdyn stpilaeB Baish ¢ NI R A
penalties for illegal trading which included a monetary fine in additionthtree months
imprisonment with hard labour for a third offence (Oloko, 1991 citetimmerwahr, 2007).

More recent efforts aimed at curbing the activities of street tradease also been launched

by Lagos State Government, including the establishmenspgaial environmental cleansing
enforcement body, the Kick Against Indiscipline (KAI) faste set up within the state

Ministry of the Environment, which (like the former WAI)vistually dedicated to the

eradication of informal activities, particularly street tradif@asinski, 2009).

Figure2.3: Street trading activities and Lagos trafiidhe effects of pedestrian and vehicular traffic congestion

in urban public space of Lagos metropolis

Whilst local governments have considerable responsibilities regarding trading acti@ties,

bylaws are produced to manage street trade. The function of levying taxesaokets has
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been devolved to local governments since the 1950s (Fourchard, 2010)sthtd
governments, particularly the Lagos State Government, have been very influentiz
management of markets. In Lagos, the state government has assumed incoeeded over
the functioning and redevelopment of markets, although the responsitlittaxation still

rests predominantly with local government authorities (Fourchard, 2éiani, 2012).

In recent times the management of street trading by the Lagos State Governmetatkess

central importance as the state government strives towards the attainmer®dfS 3 OA G &

statugX his goal entails an ambitious infrastructure development i@iatanding programme
in which street trading is deemed as inappropriate, with tnerall aspiration being to
develop Lagos into a glamorous global city (Basinski, 2008wirth, 2013). Despite the
limited availability of clear policy documents spelling out thisbition, it has been
continuously promoted by political leaders since the returrcieflian rule inLagos in 1999.
This objective of promoting a global image arises partly faafasire taaddress shortcomings
inherited from previous military administrations prior to 1999, suel substantial
infrastructural and governance deficits, a preponderance of inforawtlvities and an

overwhelming negative reputation (Filani, 2012).

In Lagos, the state government, as part of its urban management obligations, takes primary
responsibility for managing street trade, rather than the local government. The Lagos State
Government's Edict of 1984 (amended in 1996) prohibits street tradingllegdl markets in

all public spaces in Lagos state, which is the only known law directly related to street trading
activities in Lagos and which demonstrates the central role that the state government plays

in the regulation of street trade in the city.
The challenge of contested space, rights to the city and current trends in public policy

The concept of contestedpacereveals a major symptom of the spatial diversity resulting
from the complexities and challenges of everyday life. According to Lefebvre, and cited by
Molotch, H. (1993p888), globalization creates a worldwide confrontation of diverse values,
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It is Lefebvre's contention, as cited by Molotch, H. (1993; p890), that the quest of use values
and the goal of trade values create a conflict in the urban area. This insight anticipates the
work of Castells, particularly his writings on collective condionpand the historical
preeminence of grassroots activity. As a result of this internal contradiction, competition
arises inside the capitalist sphere, sometimes taking the form of open revolt but more often
being expressed in the drive toward noveltyspensiveness, and a departure from imposed

uniformity.

The role of urban public space is a frequent source of dispute, with street vendors sometimes
being overlooked in the debates that ensue. As a result, street vendors are especially
susceptible to being forced out of their current locations. It has beergesigd that

criminalising street vendors is counterproductive to their health (Swanson, 2007; Bromley
and Mackie, 2009; Crossa, 2009), notwithstanding the notion that such laws favor the

concerns of urban bourgeoisie over those of other groups.

It is debatable whether or not street trade should be allowed. Although the importance of
urban public space for street commerce has previously been emphasised, it is important to
remember that urban streets, which serve a variety of conflicting purpas®samong the

most contentious urban public areas. Therefore, it makes sense that using such a valuable
resource for anything other than its intended use would cause some controversy. This is
where the numerous street trade disputes stem from. The locatibtrade is crucial to the
economic viability of street trading activities, but it also intensifies the contentiousness of
those activities because traders secure locations close to urban activities that increase
pedestrian traffic, such as bus termingisiblic buildings, or markets, where a steady stream

of pedestrians is guaranteed, in order to increase turnover (Hidyshell, 1994).
Understandably, such places are advantageous for both street vendors and other city

residents, adding to the debate sounding this type of business (Omoegun, 2015).
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preferences for such central locations, particularly those that are strategically located on busy
pedestrian routes. However, such sites are also strategic to city authorities and other

stakeholders, and thus tensions and competition over space result (Omoegu, 2015).

Its accessibility is typically a major aspect in any enterprise's success. Considering the
importance of location to trade activities, it is clear that choosing the wrong site can lead to
business failure (Dewar and Watson, 1990; Bromley and Mackie, 26QBat they look for
opportunities to increase consumer access while attempting to minimize their financial and
personal operating costs, street traders, like other merchants, are primarily economically
sensible persons (Hayditchell, 1994; Pena, 200(us stations and transportation hubs are

two examples of strategically important locations that make it easier to reach potential
markets quickly and boost business viability. However, because these locations are important
to both traders andesidentsas well as to city authorities and other residents, tensions are
often present. Due to traders' overwhelming preference for these sites, there is overcrowding

and violence (Pena, 2000).

Not only do street vendors set up shop in highly visible and convenient locations across the
city, but they do so regardless of geography, which raises eyebrows and annoyance levels
among city dwellers and authorities alike. Residential neighbourhoods alskr 2000),
historic city centres (Bromley, 1998; Middleton, 2003, Bromley and Mackie 2009, Steel, 2012,
Mackie et al., 2014), and commercial hubs are all examples of this (Lewinson, 1998; Pena,
1999; 2000). As a result, traders are open targets for lgoaérnment intervention because

of their high profile among law enforcement, formal businesses, neighbours, pedestrians, and
others (Pena, 2000). Therefore, city governments in the developing countries have always
tried to rein in the activities of streetendors. Policies aiming at controlling street vendors'
activities, as described by Mackie et al. (2014), can be anywhere from lenient to harsh. Trader
licensingand regulation, as well as policies aimed at modifying trading activities, fall under
the category of "tolerant" policies; intolerant and more repressive policies, such as the

relocation and removal of street traders, are commonly adopted; and evictibrsfreet
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traders, the most repressive policy, are often implemented alongside the relocation of

traders.

Right to the City, a term first used by French philosopher Henri Lefebvre in the 1960s, is
enjoying a renaissance despite remaining elusivégiine precisely (Brown, 2010). A human
right, according to the World Charter for the Right to the City (2005) and Harvey (2008), it is
the right of all city residents to take part in the use and development of urban space. One of
the main complaints levidd at the right to the city is that it is too abstract and lacks sufficient
contextual detail (Jenkins et al. 2007; Cantner and Rojas, 2011; Brown, 2010; 2013). However,
it has been taken on several meanings, such as a campaign slogan, philosophy for urba
policy, and agenda for urban administration (see Fernandes, 2007; Mayer, 2009; Woessner,
2009; Earle, 2011).

It has also been said that multinational NGOs have misappropriated the Right to the City.
According to Mayer (2009), the term fails to account for the structural economic factors that
contribute to poverty and social exclusion. Even more, Jenkins etOfl7)Zlaim that an i

depth understanding of actual political, economic, social, and cultural settings is severely
lacking in normative development agendas like the Right to the City. As Centner and Rojas
(2011) point out, the concept's translation can hffected by its surrounding context.
However, with the help of the Right to the City idea, a solid foundation has been laid for the
introduction of a rightsbased viewpoint on urban development (Fernandes, 2007; Brown,
2010). Recent years have seen growimgrnational support for the Right to the City. The
United Nations Human SettlementBrogram (UNHABITAT) and the United Nations
Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) began a cooperative research
project based on the notion in 2008nd UNHABITAT accepted it as the theme of the fifth
World Urban Forum held in Rio in 2010. However, the notion remains nebulous despite being
widely touted as having the real potential for effecting social change and inclusion in cities
(Purcell, 2002; N-HABITAT, 2011). Even though the idea is influential in some countries, most
notably Brazil, it is frequently adopted without a clear definition of what it entails or guidance
on how it can be put into practise, and there is a huge gap between its welsdpicceptance

and the extent to which it has been investigated (Purcell, 2002).
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The origin of the Right to the City concept dates back about half a century, but in the last
decade it has experienced a revival as it has progressively emerged as a central topic of
debates on urbanization, partly because of recent unprecedented ratesbafization and

the rise of internationally connected social movements. The regions with the fastest rates of
urbanization are in the developing world and are those least prepared and able to cope with
such a challenge (Watson, 2007). Consequently, thecgss of urbanization and the

associated urbanization of poverty has escalated societal tensions.

In the developed world tensions have increased particularly because of the financial and
economic crisis in 2008, which both magnified existing tensions regarding neoliberal urban
development and generated new ones (Mayer, 2012). Under these conditionRigfn to

the City has found common ground between both sets of pressures in developing and
developed world regions, uniting social movements focused on the needs of the deprived and
excluded sections of society in the global South, and those in oppostitme neoliberal
world order predominantly based in the North (Mayer, 2009). Thus the concept has evolved
over the course of the last decade as a dominant unifying cry in calls for social action and
campaigns opposed to the exclusionary effects of gisaabn as well as a mobilising symbol

of the global struggle to back track the privatisation and commaodification of urban space, and
a stimulus to conflicts regarding the character of cities and who can lay claim to the city
(Brown, 2010).

The origin of the concept can be traced back to the 1960s to the work of the French

philosopher Henri Lefebvre, and a key commonality between both the birth and rebirth of the

concept is the pivotal role of the processuwbanization The Right to the City was originally

conceived following an investigation of the processudbanizationin France during the

MpcnaX HKAOK ASNWSR |a GKS olaira 2F [SFSoON

2011). Lefebvre conceived the Right to the City at a wnjquacture, at a period when France

was rapidlyurbanizingin line with major economic transformations with widanging

implications. During that period, France like most other Westsmustrialized nations

underwent an expansion of the Keynesian welfare state which resulted in massive rural to

urban migration and resultant vital changes in spatial structures (Schmid, 2012). However,
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France and other Western nations, and the surrounding debates were essentially within the

region. However, the rebirth of the Right to the City is one with global underpinnings.

Schmid (2012) explains that the social, economic, and spatial transformations that took place

in France in the 1960s involved a radicaddernizationof daily life, as functionalist urban

planning produced a reconstitution of its inner city spaces, with Apagduced social housing

and widespread reproduction of singlamily detached housing units dominating the urban

fringes, with this process of uam transformationconceptualized a | WONRaAa 27
modernday critics. Schmid (2012) arguestha T S0 ONB Q& al g (KA & ONRAA.
the homogenizationof lifestyles and an engineering awedlonizationof daily life, in which
middle-class and workinglassneighborhoodswere dominated by similar conditions, and

work had become repetitive, subject tmureaucratizedactivities and normative restrictions

associated with urban life (Lefebvre, 1996).
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rebellion against processes that brought about the alienation of everyday life, the
modernizationof cities and the subversion of their unique qualities, and the exclusion from
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to the City was a call for the right to resist displacement to spaceseanesiecifically for
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guality previously ignored in publadebate,access to the opportunities available in cities for

all residents. Lefebvre essentially argued that the heart of the traditional city was constituted

by sociepolitical affairs, wealth, arts as well as knowledge, in essence an oeuvre or work of

art comprsed of spontaneous activities that created a use value, and that this core value of
cities as the focus of social, political and cultural life was beingreaped by industrial and
commercial agglomeration which had reduced the city and urban resources to commodities,
prioritizing their exchange value in place of their use value (Lefebvre, 1968 in Kofman and
Lebas, 1996, pp. 19).

Harvey (2008) renews and reinforces this argument wherein he asserts that capitalism always
produces a surplus value which must be reinvestegroduce more surplus value. Likewise

the process olrbanizationis dependent on thautilization of a surplus product; hence an
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intimate connection exists between both processes as is evident in their simultaneous global
growth. This combined process results in the commodification of urban space and hence the
prioritization of its exchange value over its use value which has continuously led to the
displacement of lower classes favor of large capitalistorganizations Lefebvre, also
perceivedurbanizationas representing a transformation of societal and daily life through
capital, and against this transformation advocated for the creation of rights through social

and political action (Mayer, 2012), and sought a Right to the City, which he defined as being:

X dike a cry and a demand. This right slowly meanders through the surprising detours of
nostalgia and tourism, the return to the heart of the traditional city, and the call of existent

2NJ NBOSyiGfe RS@OSt2LISR OSy (NI f ArbanKai(Lefebvre, (0 NI y &
1968 in Kofman and Lebas, 1996, pp. 158) arguing that:

The right to the city manifests itself as a superior form of rights: right to freedom, to
individualization in socialization, to habit and to inhabit. The right to the oeuvre, to
participation and appropriation (clearly distinct from the right to propgraye implied in the

right to the city (Lefebvre, 1968 in Kofman and Lebas, 1996, pp. 174)

Thus within the overall superior form of rights two basic inherent rights are discernible; the

right to participation and the right to appropriation. Participation entails the right of citizens

(urban inhabitants) to serve as vital participants (to be med, to have an influence) in all

decisions towards the production of urban space while the right to appropriation involves the

right of urban residents to enter, dwell andilize (manipulate, modify) urban space (Purcell,

2002). Harvey (2008), based nS TS0 ONB QA 62N] = LINRGARSa | O
concept, whereby he describes the Right to the City as another type of human right. A right
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institute new modes ofirbanization(Harvey, 2008, p. 40).

Two major schools of thought exist in the conception of the Right to the City. First, the
Lefebvrian conception which is clearly provocative and confrontational, connoting the

potential and possibility of a new urban reality, one which isnallusive andoarticipatory,
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wherein social exclusion minimizedor completely eradicated. Nevertheless despite all its
promise it still leaves much to be desired. Although it proposes an opportunity to resist the
disenfranchisement connected with urban neoliberalism, it remains largely inconclusive
(Purcell, 2002). ThLefebvrian conception of the Right to the City offers very limited guidance
on how it can be implemented, how the notionrelsidencebasedcitizenship can be put into
practice, how the principles of participation asdlfmanagement can be realised, or the role

of urban governance institutions (Brown, 2010; 2013).

In contrast, the humaimights interpretation of the Right to the City has been adopted by
advocacy organizations which see the Right to the City as the overarching theme in efforts at
directing public policy and legislation to promote social equity andigeisin urban
development, for example housing rights movements and multilatemgénizationgsuch as
UN-HABITAT and UNESCO). This alternative interpretation of the Right to the City conceives
it as augmenting already established human rights, as isfesnin the content of the
proposed World Charter for the Right to the City. The charter is the product of debates within
the World Social Form, and argues that the Right to the City is:

X éthe equitable usufruct of cities within the principles of Sustainability, equitability, and social
2dza G A0SX GKS O2ftSOGABS NARAIAKG 2F (GKS LYyKIFOA
marginalizedgroups, that confers upon them legitimacy of action and organisation, based on

their uses and Customs , with the objective to achieve full exercise of the right to free self
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(World Charter for the Right to the City, 2005, p. 2)

These two interpretations of the Right to the City underlie the revival of the concept in
contemporary urban society, with the interpretationmlarized between developing and
developed countries (Mayer, 2012). As Mayer (2009) explains, one set of interpretations are
those championed by antieoliberal movements based predominantly in the global North,
which are much closely aligned with the original befgan conception, in whictirbanization

represents a transformation of society and daily life throughpital, which is the
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transformation against which Lefebvre through social and political action sought the creation
of rights, while the other interpretation has been promoted by advocagganizationsactive
in cities in the global South which seek to address the exclusionary effects of neoliberalism

through the humanrights interpretation of the Right to the City.

Rights regimes consist of both universal rights (such as the UN Declaration of Human Rights)
and nationally constituted rights (as contained in national constitutions and legislations).
Universal rights are essentially founded on the basis of human digulitye national rights

are composed of legal rights which states have consented to or those drawn from customary
practice (Jochnick, 2001; Henkin, 1994). Additionally national rightstemacterizedby a

clear hierarchical structure, constitutional pisiwons reflected in ordinary statutes in turn
reflected in secondary legislation and so on (Meron, 1986), whereas universal human rights
are on the whole indivisible and interdependent (Arzabe, 2001). Fundamentally the
interpretation of the Right to the Gi by advocacyrganizationgroposes a union between

universal and national rights to form an integrated and solitary bundle of rights (Mayer, 2009).

Mayer (2009) argues that struggles for specific rights do not refer to the Right to the City.
Lefebvre envisioned the Right to the City as a call for a radical reorganization of social, political

and economic affairs within the city and beyond and not ggastion for reform or a partial

resistance (Purcell, 2002). Thus the human rights conception of the Right to the City in seeking
inclusion into already established human rights perspective undoubtedly departs from

[ STSOONBEQa 02y OS Lidatiod \6fdcollécha #ghtsy githaiigh Gpdmntialyy | f
leading to a significant improvement in the existsiguation, is not a transformation of the

existing system, as Lefebvre envisioned (Mayer, 2009). Thus, Woessner (2009) terms it the
WyS2ft A6 SNt wAaKdG G2 GKS /AGeQr sgKAOK &aSSia
development system as it exists, and aslsit shortcircuits the wider more transformational

stance of the Lefebvrian conception.

[ STSOONBF QA 02y OSLIiA2Yy FfGK2dzZaAK Fdzy R YSYy Gl ¢
inhabitants, to a large extent seeks the establishment of rights not for all inhabitants but
rather for those who have been denied rights and are in need, henseaithallenge to the

assertions of rich and powerful sections of the urban populace (Mayer, 2012). Thus, an
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underlying conflict of rights exists, as some sections of urban society already possess the Right
to the City; such as key political and financial powers, and thus the Lefebvrian conception is
essentially concerned with the enshrinement of the Right to@litg for the other sections of

urban society which lack a Right to the City (Marcuse, 2012)h@iman rightsconception
K26SOSNI RATFSNE FNRY [STSoONBQa O2yOSLIiAzZ2Y

essentially advocating for the establishmef general rights for all urban inhabitants.

The humarnrights conception of the Right to the City has also been subject to criticism.
Several arguments are put forward. First, its conformist orientation falls short of tackling the
invisible forces which necessitate the push for the establishmengbfs in the first instance.
Second, its aim for broader inclusion in the prevailing global capitalist system as it stands fails
to address the issues surrounding this system of urban development, which is perceived as
being the foundational problem. Fumérmore, the call for rights as contained in this
conception simply focuses attention on specific features of neoliberal policy, such as poverty
alleviation, but it fails to address the fundamental economic policies which systematically
perpetuate povertyand exclusion (Mayer, 2009; 2012). These arguments against the human
rights conception of the Right to the City resonate even further taking into consideration the
varying economic, political, social, cultural dimensions of different societies. Thisfline o
thought regarding inherent contextual differences leads Jenkins et al. (2007) to question
proposals directed at normative development agendas without an in depth analysis of these
dimensions within contexts. Similarly, Centner and Rojas (2011) alsa@highle impact of
particular contexts on the translation of the Right to the City, identifying varying translations
of the concept in different contexts. Despite the distinction between these two major
conceptions of the Right to the City they do not difentirely. First, both share a common
philosophical origin, evolving from the work of Lefebvre, as any use of the term is invariably
inseparable from this origin. Also and more pertinently, both lay claim to similar ambitions,
even if the recommended aweles for achieving this are clearly dissimilar. Both conceptions
of the Right to the City envision cities that will be more just, sustainable and democratic in
nature (Mayer, 2012). However, the Lefebvrian vision sees the Right to the City as achieved
only through constant confrontation and struggle while the hur@ghts approach sees

international and legal instruments as a core approach.
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Nevertheless, the content of both conceptions are not contradictory in absolute terms, and
incorporaterecognizablesimilarities, in particular the collective nature of the right. This point

Ad I NHdzZSR o6& al NOdzaS 6HnAamMHE LIIJP on0v AY KAa 3
is a unitary right, a single right that makes claim to a city in which all of theratepand
AYRA@GARdzZEf NAIKGA X OAGSR Ay OKIFNIGSNABR FyR | Z
organizationsand other associated gdzlLJa 8 | NB A YL I YGSRéd | RRAGA 2
the debates around both conceptions of the Right to the City, it is apparent that both
fundamentally agree on three key principles, namely; that the notions of collective action;
equitable participatoy rights in urban management; and equitable rights to the use of public

space, are vital to achieving the Right to the City.

These points of intersection signal a window of opportunity in the largely dualistic struggles
for a Right to the City. Increasing tensions and growing global coalitions around the Right to
the City could potentially broaden the platform to one from whtble more transformatory
Lefebvrian Right to the City can be demanded (Mayer, 2012). It is nevertheless pertinent to
note that Purcell (2002, pp. 106) cautioned that the Lefebvrian Right to thel@ityd notbe

seen as a conclusive answer to current peol$, but rather as an opportunity for an
AYY20F0A0S GellS 2F LREAGAOAT aly dzNDBly LIRfE A/
to the City is not restricted to a single interpretation. The clear similarities between both
conceptions of the Righb the City is alluded to by Fernandes (2007), in his explanation that
the proposed World Charter for the Right to the City draws on the Lefebvrian concept; the
right of all urban inhabitants to communally enjoy the advantages, cultural variety, social
diversity, economic benefits and opportunities of urban life, along with active participation in
urban management, to be achieved according to national, local, and/or specific realities. But
Fernandes argues that without legal underpinning an effective Rghite City cannot be

achieved.

In Nigeria, particularly in Lagos, there is the colonial dimension to this phenomenon. Shortly
0ST2NBE AYRSLISYRSYyOS> (KS 02y OSLIJi 2F WAYRANBO
in order to exercise control over the citizens. The effect ofrtiegasure is still being felt today

as seen in the power structure of the country, political appointments, manner of policy

development and implementation. The manifestation also includes the constitution of the
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political sphere in which the political sphere is being dominated by a particular tribe, with a
particular cultural / religious ideology. Other characteristics include the concentration of
W2 gSNDR o6& GKS WStA0SAaQ | & ton,The Nfodugtidgn olO2 y i NB

control measures leading to authority and limited resources.

In urban centers, such as Lagos, there are distinct mixed spatial manifestations of this
phenomenon in the city space. This is through the clear, dual built environment configuration,

AY BKAOK WoA3d | NOKAGSOGAzNBEQ SEA Somh@unala A RS
F NOKAGSOUGdZNBE Qo U KAa SOK?2 St als& iGcludgs tBeshustie2afid w - L2
bustle pattern of daily life in which the majority of the urban population who make up the

lower class have to struggle for survival and those at the lolegst resort to unconventional

tactics such as engaging in informal commercial activities such as street trading. This is in
order to survive, find relevance in the urban setting and also to build a better life for
themselves and their dependents. The candiion of these factors makes up the nature

culture and perception of a typical developing world city (see pictures below).

¢KS &adzYYINE 2F G(GKS 2dzi02YS Aa (GKS SELX2AGl G
evolved into the masses and the urban poor by the colonialists who later handed over to the

local elites, politicians, ruling and middle class. These are drivendpjtalist mentality, and

resulting into a materialistic lifestyle as basis of measuring better life, which represents the

motivation for everyone, including those engaged in activities such as street trading.

ob /2y OfdaA2y

This chapter examined current trends in the main themes efttieoreticalbackground of
the research. These include Lagos metropolis, megacities, rapid urbanisation, Street trading

activities, urban public space and public policy, urban sociology, and social theory.

Background literature about Lagos metropolis, megacities, and rapid urbanisation was
examined in sectiorB.2. The literature was broken down to examine and explain the
importance of the historical, soceconomic, political, and cultural significance of Lagos

metropolis. The literature shows how the combination of these factors has shaped the local,
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regional, national, and international status of the city and also provides the basis for the
challenge of rapid urbanisation and the quest for the Lagos megacity. This shows a significant
connection between cause, effect, and a chain reaction of occurgeircéne urban sphere

leading to the approach to exercising control, law and order by the government.

In section3.3 where Lagos state public policy formulation and implementation on street
trading activities in the urban public space was examined; the literature focuses on the
manner of exercising control, law and order in relation to street trading activities. This
buttresses the importance of earlier discussion in section 2.2 about the causet affd
chain of reaction about the urban evolution of the city, of which street trading represents a
prominent symptom of the urban process of the city, masiiieg in the public space. The
discussion on the political implication of these street trading activities in the public space
makes up the susection containing Lagos state public policy formulation and
implementation of street tradingctivities in the urban public space. This can be regarded as
a cause and the effect of this makes the subsection containing the challenge of contested
space, rights to the city and current trends in public policy. However, the section
demonstrates the saetal challenge asociated with divergent views, ideologies and interests
of the population that of people that make up the city, particularly in the 3rd world and the

importance of the public space as the platform where this diversity manifests.

The discussions in this chapter buttress the significance of the study and the importance of

the reality of everyday life to the study.
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nsight into how these cities have attempted to effectively manage distribution pattern,
product types, traffic behaviour, management techniques, without compromising on the
quality of the built environment , and also ensuring the welfare of tagers, thereby

I OKASOAFREY ® oozt GA2Yy F2NI Iff adl {SK2f RSNA

3.4 Conclusion

This chapter has explored Street trading activities, Lagos metropolis angldbal
perspective, which are the background literature of this study. The related

contemporary discourse and issues have been expounded and summarized below.
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Street trading activities has long been in existence globally and have intensified in
recent years, especially in the developing world. Although street trade is a significant
part of the informal economy and despite many scholarships on both subjects, no
agreed definition for both exists, mainly due to the heterogeneous nature of both
subjects. Therefore for this study, street trading is adopted to include all trading
activities undertaken on the streets or in any other publicly accessible urban public
spa@ but excluding those within the confines of formally provided shops, with these
activities falling outside existing legal, regulatory controls in some way but not

including any criminal activity.

The concept of urban public space was also explored, but due to the ubiquitous nature
of space, the concept is intrinsically complex and challenging to define. Therefore
based on current debates, urban public space in this study is defined as all physical
space not recognised as private and to which even a minimal level of public use is
acceptable, with this irrespective of ownership, whether governramhed or
otherwise. The vital role which urban public space plays in the conduct of street trading
activties was also underlined. It was identified that street trading activities are
particularly controversial because they are undertaken in central urban public spaces
which are a subject of various interests. Street traders are often displaced from their
chosen sites by city authorities in favour of other uses promoted by powerful elites
and considered to be more appropriate, with this trend is on the increase due to

ongoing global economic processes (Mackie et al. 2014).

The challenge of contested space, rights to the city and current trends in public policy
was also explored, with their origin and-eenergence in contemporary urban

discourse detailed. The concept has evolved into two main interpretations, namely;
the original Lefebvrian conception and the human rights conception. Despite
considerable differaces, both conceptions not only share a common goal of achieving
more democratic and equitable cities, but they also agree on several fundamental
principles, threekey ones being the importance of the notions of collective action;
equitable, participatory rights in urban management; and equitable rights to the use
of public space, to the implementation of the Right to the City. Thus underlining a
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convergence between both conceptions, which is the basis upon which the Right to
the City is adopted in this study. Therefore in this study, the Right to the City is adopted
to mean a set of rights which collectively constitute the right to more democtéiés,

wherein all urban inhabitants possess the right to influence all decisions regarding the
production of urban space in addition to the right of access, occupation and utilisation

of public spaces for societally beneficial purposes.

These issues, in addition to the linking with street trading activities, therefore, form
the basis of inquiry in this study and collectively constitute the unique contribution to

knowledge which this study aims to achieve.

Chapter 4:

Research approaches, data collection tools and

related methodological considerations
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4.1 Introduction

¢KAE OKFLIISNI SEFYAySa GKS | INONR KIGRS &2 yRIA RIS N
dzy RSNI I { Sy Ay NBwESISNIONOKY 2 o0erSAOal APBdR &Y R (K S
2F GKS NBaSINDK RNAOS (KSYSERERINZ2FA ONR BSYS.
LG Ff&a2 LINPOARSA | o6laira F2N I OKAS@GAyYy3a GKS N

1. ¢2 ARSYydGAFes FylLftelS YR RA&Odzaa GKS OKI NI (
Af22Rdz . SNASNJ Y202NJ LI N] | NBI o
2.¢2 RSAONAROS:E IylLftelS IyR RSGSNN¥YAYS K2g &l Y|
aLJ AN GK 80 KS RFEAf @ NRAzGAYS 2F LISRSAGNRALY |y
0KS dzND&WI QB2 X OGKS Ol asS aitdzRe t 201 GA2y @
3.¢2 200FAY FSSRoOoFO] FTNBY aAGNBSG GNIXRSNAI NZI
f20riA2y G2 3IFLAYy 202SOGAGS IyR NBIFfAAGAO A
4, ¢AdzZA3ISA0 AYLINRGSYSyi(a ol2aRSRNRYya (0KKSS aFildzBae UAay
LJdzo £t AO LI2fAOe F2NJ adNBSO GNIYRAYy3I FOGADGAGAS:
Therefore, the critical aspects of the research include the choice of case study location,
sample study of street trading activities, respondents' questionnaires and interviews. As a
result, 0 KS OK L LJG SN O&ySaONISReasaz & A 2 dz8100 Ry IANI LIKA O
O2f f SOGA2Y>Y GKSYIFIGAO Fylrfearas |yR 3IANRIzZI RA A

109



¢tKS FTANBRGO YR &aSO2yR adznaSoOGAazya O2yiUl Ay (G(GKE
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LINE OSRdzZNE F2NJ 3F G KSNAY 3 £ KBS & §H NIB & AB230 (HeSINSR T
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¢ KS (KANRI RRNBISEZBIOGAYWS GKNBS yR O2yidlAya
al YL S&a 27F jdzSaGA2yyFANBE gA0K GKS &a0NBSOG (N
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AYGSNIBASSG 6A0GK NBLNBaASY(llIGA@GSa 2F GKS 20! f

Due to the investigation's empirical nature and the approach's and tools' inescapable
societal repercussionthe fifth section of the chapter addresses the significance, application

and breakdown of ethical issues and limitations of the study. These are essential
components required to achieve valid and ethically conducted fieldwork, and to achieve the

research bjectives.

Thesd LILINR I OKS &> (22fa YR O2yaARSNIGA2ya F2NJ |

basis for the findings; analysis and discussions presented in chapter 5, 6 and 7.

4.2 Empirical nature of theResearch

¢KS adGdzRedya 2yG2ft23A0FEY SLAAGSY2f23aA0FE3 |y
NBEaSkNOKYa 3IF2d f¢K SaySR LA oNd ROEAYBS &3RA Ol F GSR GKS |
2y AadadzsSa ySSR (2 Ay@2t @S O2yaAiARSNAy3I (GKS N
AdadzSad® ¢KA& | NBdzYSyid fSIFIRa (2 GKS F2tt2¢6Ay3
1.2 Ké Aa 0K GNBSG GNIRAY3I aArddz dAz2zy GKS 41
2.2 K& R2 (KS GNBSG GNIXYRSNE R2 ¢gKIG GKS& R2K
3.2 KFG NB GK F2NOSa AyFtdzSyOAy3a GKSANI | OdGA:
4.1 2¢ R2 (GKSasS adGNBSG GNIXRAYy3a I OGAGAGASE aKl |
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4.3 Methods of qualitative data gathering and thematic evaluation from the
field of ethnography

The requirement of the thesis aims and objectives necessitate an empirical, qualitative
approach to study. This requirement includes the use of exploratory, descriptive and
investigative tools for data collectioand evaluation. From a theoretical standpointish
underscores the importance of the Lefebvre spatial triad, particularly the aspect of lived

experience, as the basis of the approach to the study, as discussed in chapter 2.

This study adopted ethnographic tools for data collection and analysis. These tools include
non-participant observation, participant observation, documents, setnictured interviews

and questionnairesThe researchers in this study elected to use ethnographic methods of
gathering and analysing information. Methods like questionnaires, -stméctured

interviews, and documentation are also useful.

However, the design and application of these tools depended on the requirements of each
objective of the study. The data obtained from these tools are analysed respectively, to

discover themes or patterns, for knowledge.
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4.3.1 Documents, norparticipant and participant observation
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Objective 1: Approach to data collection using documents, Aaarticipant and participant

observation in the case study location
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CHARACTERISTI OBJECTIVES ACTIONS

The symbolic
significance of case

study location

To identify, analyse and discuss the fact
that make up the symbolic significance of t
case study area andow they have affecteq
the amount, kinds, and distribution of lan|
utilization activities; the movement o
people and vehicles; the existence of strg
trade in urban public spaces; and all of the

factors together

Walkingin and about the study area to|
observeand experience the factors thg
shape the significance of the area with
Lagos metropolis and thus, impact on t
concentration of people, high density bu
environment, pedestrian and vehiculg

traffic in the area.

Natural elements

To identify, analyse and discuss the fact
that determine the weather pattern ang
micro-climatic conditions within the cas
study location. This is to understand hg
these factors combine to influence th
comfort and wellbeing of the people,
pedestrian and vehicular traffic moveme
pattern, types and distribution of land ug
activities, the outlook of the case study
location, as well as the distribution of stre
traders in the various settings of urban pub

space.

Observing and experiencingoments of
day and night time, rainfall, heat, wing
vegetation cover. It also include
observing and experiencing the mier
climatic conditions of the area and th
that moulded it

the

factors through

interaction  with constructed

environment.

How theconstructed
environment is laid

out

To identify, analyse and discuss how t
layout of the built environment in the are
has impacted on the outlook of the bui

types an
distribution of land use activities, as well

environment, concentration,
the concentration and distribution o
pedestian and vehicular traffic andtreet

trade activities in an urban environment

Observing and walking around the layo
of the built environment to experienc
how built environment features ars
arranged and land useactivities are

synchronised.
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Land use activity
concentration, types,

and distribution

To identify, analyse, and debate how tk
area's land use activities' concentratio
variety, and distribution affect the buil
environment's appearance, the distributio
and concentration of people, traffic flow
both pedestrian and vehicularand street

tradingr in urban public spaces.

Observing and experiencing the
concentration, types and distribution of
land use activities to discover their

routine within the area.

Settings in the urban

public space

To identify, analyse and discus®w the
settings in the urban public space in the ca
study location impact on the concentratiol
types and distribution of land use activitie
people, road users and streetrading

activities.

Observing and walking through the
settings to experience the movement,
and activities of the people, road users

and street traders.

People¢ the local

population

To identify, analyse and discuss with t
people who make up théocal population in

the case study area.

Observing and interacting witihe people
who make up the local population t
obtain information about the history, dail
routine in the area and status of streg

trading activities in the area.

Crowd of road users
pedestrian and

vehicular traffic

To identify, analyse and discuss the
concentration, distribution and movement
pattern of pedestrian and vehicular traffic i

the urban public space.

Observing and interacting wittme road
users to obtain information about their
behavioural disposition, daily routine anc
how they connect with the land use
activities, people and street trading

activities in the urban public space.

Distribution,
population and types
of street trading

activities

To identify, analyse andliscuss how the
distribution, population and types of streg
trading activities impact spatially on the da
routine, the movement pattern of the

pedestrian and vehicular traffic.

Observing and interactingith samples of
street traders in their respective setting
to discover their everyday routine an
how this connects spatially with that of th

pedestrian and vehicular traffic.
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Recording, documentation and analysis of findings

The study used field notes, maps, sketches, pictures, and audio/visual recordings for data

collection, analysis and documentation.

az2YSyida Ay GAYS>E (KS Fi2¢ 2F S@OSyiliki bsFRf 20K
OSKI @A2dzNF £ YIYyAFSadloAazyasz Ftf 2F gKAOK YI |
OFGS3I2NASE 2F LIS2LI) ST LISRSAGNRALFIY YR @SKA Odz
FOGAGAGASAE Ay (K S8ps wdreduSed o liddniitf lochtian® bhiainédyfrdm a
observation, and to generated@mensional spatial representations of patterns of movement,
positioning and views, within the layouf ¢he built environment.Sketches were used to

produce a graphical representation of patterns of movement, positioning, views and events

to reveal how these variables are shaped by observations in real life. Photographs were also
used to capture events, activities, and behaviowgbressions in specific settings and how

these combine to shape the use and meaning of space, in real life. In addittha,zand visual
recordingscomplement the findings from observation, and thaye used to capture voices,

sounds, sights, noise, events, scenes, movements and etfgressions that characterise the

routine of daily life.

The use of these tools for recording, documentation and analysis of findings cuts across the 3

objectives of this study.

Objective 2: Size and types of sample study

The sample selected for this studyas based ot KS (162 ONRFR OF §S32NX ¢
ASRSYi(OFNE (ellJSa 2F ai0NBSG GNIRAy3I | OGADBAGAS
CKSNBT2NBs (KS adGdzRe SEFYAYSR ™M NBLNB&aSyidl
NBaLISOGAGSted 0{SS OKILIWGSNI cO®

¢tKSaS | OGAGAGASAE 6SNB ARSYUAFASR o0& GKSAN R
NBadzZ 6 GKS ddGdzReé O2yaARSNBR (GUKS GFNRFGAZ2Y
G2 ONRIFIR OF 04S3I2NASad IpdpiaBatepteBeyitatibnRypésloil A 2 v &
setting of urban public space, types of products and customer appeal, and daily routine of the

sample street trader.
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Figure 4.xx: Map showing the location of the representative samplestoéet trading activities

Population representation is a significant aspect of the sample study (Higginbottom, 2004;
Brink, 2001). The high density nature of the study area creates the opportunity for people of
diverse background, ethnicity and gender to be in the public space difersity is shown in

demographic breakdown of the street traders into categories of male, female, young, old,
singular, group. (See: distribution, number and types of street trading activities in chapter 5).

The layout and high density nature of the built environment provides a diverse range of
settings in the urban public space. Therefore, this study considers #wuliprity,
configuration, primary use, surrounding land use and activities in choosing the setting for the

sample study.
The high concentration of street traders provides a broad range of products and services

within the case study location. Therefore, this study considers the following in its choice of

sample: peculiarity of product, types of customers, status of the prbdperishable, non

perishable, portable, noportable.
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The high concentration of street traders also provides a broad range of peculiarities and
routine of daily life among the street traders. Therefore, this study considers the different
peculiarities of experiences in determining the choice of samples. prhigdes different

types of findings which confirm the validity of the sample study.

Application of nonparticipant and participant observation in the sample study

Non-participant and participant observations weuélized simultaneously for datgathering
during the sample studyThe researchused nonparticipant observations to analyse the
routine of everyday life activities of the sample street traders. This includes how they engage
with the diversity of people they meet in pedestrian and vehicular traffreaa@ments of daily
routine, and how these impacts spatially on the setting where they are locaiéese
moments contain the activities, movements, and sequence of events, around the setting of

the sample street trading activities.

In the case of noiparticipant observation, there was no intended interference or disruption
to the natural state of affairs with the sample. The use of participant observationgver,
involves proximity and conversation. In doing so, the application of this approach depended
on the nature of the setting, the characteristics of the people concerned, their level of

acceptance and the type of findings to be obtained.

Participant observations also include social interactions and verbal engagements, thereby
providing explanations to the meaning of the events and activities of the sample traders. This
includes behavioural dispositions, manner of social interactions, ,salesversations,
challenges, encounters with customers and foustomers, and other experiences of daily

life within the setting of urban public space. It also included the examination of how the
trading activities are conducted as well as the surrounding background issues involved.
Other considerations included visual examination of the sequence of activities taking place in

the setting as they unfold and how they connect with the street trading activities.

Part 1 of appendix 2 provides information about the background of sample street trader;

while part 2 addresses the routine of daily life of the sample street trader.
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The findings from noarticipant and participant observations with the samples of street
trading activities were documented using ndtking, maps, sketches, picturesjdio/visual

recordings.

4.3.2 Semistructured interview

¢CKS FLILX AORGNBEO &ZFRB R SKAKISNIBASSG Ay GKAA addzR
202SO0GADS HOD &dzLlLi2 NIy 2K NIRIORRN WHIRL 2 0L LAY ER2
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cuD

Application of semstructured interview in the sample study

Semistructured interviews arg@erformedsimultaneously as part of the negparticipant and

participant observation in the sample study of street traders.

Given, the type of setting of the study, nature of the trading activity, background, sensitivity
and world view of the street trader, an informal approach was used to carry out the interview.
Therefore, theinterview took the form of flexible, spontaneous conversations and chatting,

based on prepared questions, which is used to guide the interview.

Furthermore, codemixing and switching of English language, including the use of indigenous
language, for verbal communication aaglpression was allowed. Also, the use of vernacular
language- Pidgin English, to converse and to respond, was also allowed. This is to stimulate

and sustain interest in the interview, and also to allow the respondent to express their feelings

and grievanes, freely. All these are to reflect the underlining unstructured nature of the
interview¢ KSNBET2NBX GKA& A& |y dzyadNHzOG0dzNBER F2NY
YEYYSNI F2NJ 3dzA R YOS | YR R Kz & ¢zNB R A ¥ iy § NS § DB

The interview is divided into 2 parts. (See appendix 3). The first part focuses on the
background information about the trader. This includes information about the trader's age,
gender, marital status, ethnic background, educational background, religierm ILagosln

order to protect identity and privacy rights, the name was omitted.
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The second part of the interview focuses on the experience of the daily life of the sample
trader. These include the nature of street trade, location and setting of trading activity,
routine, people, challenges, knowledge about the traffic situation, kedgé of Lagos

megacity and public policy, suggestions to the government and people in authority.

The interview is a combination of objective questions for the first part and eeted
guestions for the second part. However, prompts are included in the second part questions

in the second part, as a guide to generate discussions.

The findings from the senstructured interview are documented and analysed, using

audio/visual recordings, notaking, obtained from responses to interview questions.

The nterview was conducted to discover patterns or themes from the comments, which is
discussed and incorporated into the development of the feedback aspect of the policy
recommendations. The findings from the interview include verbal expressions of challenges
grievances and other forms of emotions as part of experiences of daily life, and opinions,
needs, aspirations suggestions and recommendations concerning challenges of daily life.
These findings provide insight into the motivations and backgroungess¢eading to the
spatial expressions with which the samples connect with the social and spatial patterns of
everyday life in the case study location. Other findings incfades about the current physical
state of the setting of the sample and the types of individuals and population groups that

make up the people in the setting.

Given the number of questions in the interview and the extensive time spent with the
samples, coupled with the need to accommodate the expedistractions resulting from
carrying out the essential everyday responsibilities, and the possible inability to write out the
responses, the use of audio/visual recording was adopted, with the informed consent of the
respondent. Also, assistance from othierders to fill in the interview sheet was allowed. The
interview question was also administered flexibly, asmbradically, with substantial time
allowed for nonparticipant and participant observations. Also, the questions were
administered to coincide with possible events that relate directly or indirectly with the
qguestion. All these are informal strategies g@tied to retain the interest of the sample in the

interview, thereby spreading it throughout the length of the sample study.
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Furthermore, group responses and opinion of other traders through snowballing were
allowed. This is due to the proximity of the traders and thus the resultant possible interest
the study may generate due to the possible sense of common identity and confityuna
among the traders. The study adopts this approach to accommodate multiple perspectives
from different respondents, thereby substantiating, adding credibility and validating the

findings from the primary respondent.

Approach to the sampleesearch

The methodology for gathering and analysing data is based on segmenting a typical weekday
for the sample group of street vendors into time slatkesetime framesprovide the platform

for situating the activities and events of each sample within specific moments, and the totality
of these moments make up a typical daily routine. This routine of daily life is analysed to
reveal how the characteristics of the casedstuocation (see chapter 5) impagbon andare
impacted by the presence of the sample stré@ading activitiesTherefore the sample study

can be regarded as a continuation of chapter 5. The outcome of these impacts is presented
as findings of each sample study, and they are documented with the use of field notes,

pictures and graphical representation.

Significance of time frame

As an activity taking place within the urban public space, the time frame of pedestrian and
vehicular trafficmovement isa very important asset for street trading activitiess also an
important component of thisesearchbecause it serves as the foundation for the times when
data are collected=rom a research and ethnographic perspective, time provides the platform
for immersinginto the daily life of the street traders, to experience and understand the

moments, events and activities, as they engage with their trading activities.

Therefore, each sample study took place in a working day in the week, from Monday to Friday,
between 6:30am to 8:30pm. Based on empirical evidence, this is the core period for traffic
movement and various forms of activities in the case study locatiohudimg street traders
to operate. The typical working day is divided istotime framesas follows: 6:30 a.m9:30
a.m., 9:30 a.ng11:30 a.m., 11:30 a.@l:30 p.m., 1:30 p.na6:30 p.m., 4:30 p.ng6:30 p.m.,
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and 6:30 p.n;8:30 p.m.However, it is noteworthy that there are variations in the timing,

activity pattern and daily routine of each sample of street traders examined in this?study

Background to sample study

Each sample study begins with a background to sample study. This includes information about
the day and time of study. It also includes information about the type, location and geometric
configuration of the setting of sampktudy. Other information are background of sample
trader, type of street trading activity, types, prices and arrangement of products, rationale for

the choice of sample and setting, specific ethical considerations and limitations.
Experience of thalaily routine ¢ Time frame of pedestrian and vehicular traffic

The study proceeds to break down the daily routine of each sample into specific moments
within the time frame of pedestrian and vehicular movement in the setting. Within each
specific moment, the study analyses 4 interwoven groups of empirical data thattbzely

make up the experience of daily routine. The findings, analysis and discussiens
documented with the use of narrativepjctures,and graphical representations. Given the
variation of daily routine, each sample study contains 2 or more grofigsnpirical data

within 2 or more respective time frames.

1. Time, specific moment and setting

2See chapter 5 for the breakdown and discussion of timeframe of pedestrian and vehiculanerive a typical

working day
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The first set of empirical data is the time of specific moment and the characteristic of the
setting. This combination includéise time of the day, weather condition in the settinthe
surroundingevents and activities such as traffic situation, movement patterns, sounds, sights,
and smells. At the beginning of the sample study, the combination includes the arrival of
sample trader, setting up and display patterplacement, boundaries, edges, teories,

manner of goods arrangements and display pattern

2. Movement patterns, directions, positioning, behavioural dispositions, marketing
strategy

The secondset of empiricaldata represents the spatial aspect of the daily routine of the

sample trader. This includes movement patterns, directions, and positioning, behavioural

dispositions of pedestrian and vehicular traffic. It also includhesketing strategy of the

sample street trader. The marketing strategy comprises of strategic movements or sitting

patterns, directions and positioning, visual and verbal display of marketing skills.

3. Proximity, speed and distance, sighting and views, meetings and encounters, visual and
verbal communicationspegotiations,and actions

The third set of empirical data represents the social aspect of the daily routine of the sample

trader. These includeproximity, speed and distance, sighting and views, meetings and

encounters, visual and verbal communications, negotiationsaatidns. Thesocial aspect is

the basis of thephysical experiencketween the sample trader and thpedestrian and

vehicular traffic.

4. Comments and responses

Thefourth set of empirical data are the relevant comments and responses obtained from
semi structurednterview andwere made during the previous sets of empirical data. These
comments andresponses reflecthe activities, events, experiences and challenges of the

samplewithin thosemoments. In addition, they provide additional insights, which support of

other findings obtained during the previous sets of empirical data.

Summary of experience of daily routine
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analyses are summarised, and insights are deduced as inputs into the research policy

recommendations.
Discussions and conclusion

Given that each sample study took place in a working day within time frame of pedestrian
and vehicular traffic, each time frame contains 2 or more groups of the 4 sets of empirical
data. Thecollection of all of the empirical data within the timeframes detes the sample

study and leads to the discussions and conclusion.
4.3.3 Questionnaire

Objective 3: Application of guestionnaire with street traders

The guestionnaire with street traders is aimed at obtaining objective and realistic feedbackas
input into the research policy recommendatiorfaurthermore, the questionnaire with the
street traders can be regarded as an extension, used to corroborate the findings obtained

from the semistructured interview aspect of the sampttudy Eee chapter 6).

In order to reach as many streétaders as possiblewithin a short period of timeThe
guestions on the questionnaire are written in a way that anyone may understand, thedn
thus generate quickesponses.Therefore the questionnaire is divided into2 parts (see
appendix 4)However, given the fact that the questionnaire is an extension of the -semi
structured interview, the questionnaire questions are similar to those of the stmctured

interview.

The first partcontains questiongbout the background information of the sample trader,
while the second partontains questionabout theexperience of daily lifeOpenended and
objective questions are included together in the survey. Options are built into the objective
guestions,to stimulate prompt, brief responses. The opended questions require brief
explanations and comments. Thesesponses are documented in the questionnaire form,

summarized and analysed into themes for discussions and policy recommendations.
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Sample size and sampling strategy

Questionnaires were giveto 200 street traderof different gender, product types, street
trading activities and settings within the case study location. This is a limited number of
respondents that is representative and used to manage the amount of data obtained, for

proper analysis.

The respondents are selected through t@mbination of snowball, opportunity and random

sampling techniques.

Obijective 3: Application of questionnaire with crowd of road users

The questionnaire with crowd of road users is another tool used to obtain objective and

realistic feedbacks input into the research policy recommendations.

In order to get as much feedback as possible, the questionnaire is structured to be readily
comprehended teelicit speedyesponsesTherefore, the questionnaire is divided into 2 parts
(see appendix b The first section consists of questions regarding the respondent's history,
while the second section focuses on their dayday experiencesThe questionnaire is made

up of a combination of objective and a few brief opemded questions. The objective
guestions are designed with options, stimulate prompt, brief responses. The opended
guestions require brief explanations and comments. These responses are documented in the
guestionnaire form, summarized and analysed into themes for discussions and policy

recommendations.

Sample size and sampling strategy

The road users are made up of different categories of pedestrians, public and private vehicle
users in the public space. These road users can be classified as a representation of the
population of Lagosians from different backgrounds and who have hadatifféevels of

encounter with street traders.

The questionnaire was distributed during the afternoon and evening peak periods of a
working day. Given the crowded nature of the public space at this time, respondents are

selected through the combination of opportunity and random sampling
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techniquesQuestionnaires were distributed to 300 road users within the case study location.
This number of respondents was chosen as control figure, in order to carry out proper

analysis.

4.3.4 Key informant interview

Objective 3: Application of key informant interview witlepresentatives of the local

population groups

The study used informant interview to obtain objective and realistic input fresrdentsand
other groups who work in the aredue to the empirical nature of the research, key

informants were interviewed face to face.

These key informants have considerable living and working experience in the area,thence,

to their prolonged stay, it is expected that they have substantial knowledge about the history,
people, and have witnessed a substantial number of events in the area. In addition, the key
informants are expected to have experienced, ahdreforehave a better grasp of the daily
routine in the arealUnlike roadusers, these key informants would have had closer contact,
better understanding of the challenges facing street traders in the aféerefore, the
informant interview provides a more objective perspective and a deeper comprehension of
the setting of the case studYhe outlook and understanding includes the history, state of the
built environment, the condition, activities and challenges of the street traders, and the

routine and situation of traffic in the public space.

This need informs the design and nature of questions prepared for the interviée.
interview is divided into 2 parts. The breakdown of these two parts is contained in appendix
6. Thefirst part contains questions about the background information about the key
informant. The second part contains questions about experience of daily lifeinChides
knowledge about Lagos metropolis, knowledge about case study location, knowledge about
types of street trading activities and street traders, knowledge alibattraffic situation,

knowledge of Lagos megacity and public policy, suggestions.
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There are both objective and opaended questions in the interviewDue to the diverse
background and roles of the key informants, the questions within each part are framed
generically, so that each participant can respond appropriately, within the context of the level

of experience and role being played in the case stodgtion.

In addition, given the empirical character of the study and the fact that the key informants
were interviewed outside, the interview was carried out in a flexible manner so that the
participants may respond to the questionnaires as they saw fit. Thisnis tlomaintain the
interviewee's interest and save tim&he findings from the key informant interview are
documented and analysed with the filling in interview forms, supported with audio/visual
recordings and not¢aking. Given the diversity of opiniofi®m the of the respondents hie
findings from the interview are collated and analysed to discover patterns in the responses,
and how these patterns are influenced by the experiences of the respondetiis nesearch

location and the presence of street trasin the area.

Sample type, size and sampling strategy

The study conducted a sessiructured interview with different types of key informants in the
case study location. These key informants make up the people in the case study location.(See

chapter 7).The breakdown of the groups, types and significance ahf@ynants include:

Local population Significance
Types of respondents
groups

Property owners, landlord/landlady
_ Theymake up a significant number (¢
native settlers, tenants, unemploye
Local residents people who live in the case stud
youth/adult. Local patrol officers such &
location.
vigilante groups, and area boys

Police officers, arid councillors/ local They symbolise the presence of tf

Government workers | government agents, sanitary workers, | local, state and federal government

LASTMA traffic officers the public space
Private/corporate Bankers, telecommunication workers, | They represent the presence
sector workers corporate security guards, journalist formal workers in commercia
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establishments found in the cag
study location. Due to the nature ¢
their work, they spend more time
indoors, but a substantial amount ¢

time outdoors.

These are the main outdoor worker
and due to the nature of their work|
they deal directly with the pedestriar
Bus drivers/conductors, okada riders, | and vehicular traffic, with substantia
Transport workers o _
taxi drivers contact with street traders.Thereforg
they can be considered as havi
substantial amount of knowledge &

key informants.

Just like transport workers, these al
also main outdoor workers. Due t

the nature of their work, they alsq
Shop keepers/ owners, market traders
Businessmen and deal directly with the pedestrian an
men/women, local credit/thrift agents,
women vehicular traffic. Therefore, they ca
entrepreneurs, product marketers
be considered as having substant

amount of knowledge as ke

informants.

Table 4.2: Breakdown of key informants in the case study location

This study identified 5 different local population groups in the case study location. The study
interviewed 3 individuals withirach category of respondents. Therefore, a total of 15key
informants were interviewed. The choice of key informants depended on familiarity with the
location, which included a considerabiamberof months or years spent in the area, and a
considerable amount of time spent outdoors, and considerable interactions with street
traders. Other considerations for participation included the level of education, maturity, age,
occupation, gender, culturalisposition, social status, proximity and location within the case
study location, and interest in the studythe key informantswere selected through

representative sampling technique.
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4.4 Ethical issues and limitations

Breakdown of ethical issues andnstraints

Given the empirical character of the researcbupled with the research approach, and data
collection tools, the study considers gaining acceptance, informed consent, pegsén® S i &
YR RA FightdFolphvacy and confidentiality as basis of the ethical issues, while the
exclusion of minors and the unavailability and inadequacy of data were the basis of the

research limitations

1. Gaining acceptance

¢CKS LIS2LX S Ay (GKS OFrasS adgdzReé t20F0A2y YI 1S d
SaLISOAFff&@ RdANAYy3I LISI] GNIYFFAO LISNAR2RA 2F (K
ONBgR 2F LIS2LX S ¢l a +y SaaSyuaaNIt OKIAILISSHGA S Fo I
O0SKIKBKXRNI OOSLIi I y OS¢t RAFa (UWISRAS (L8522 LX B2 NIi | y OS 2
GKNRdzZAK SYLI GKeéx &d20ALf O2yySOGAGAGE GKNRIZAK
C dzNJi K S dair@pNdfe>dressing, flexible communi@at skill using vernacular, Pidgin

English and local languages were essertiidilb = S | f ( ENBaASHNOR SN Sy S
ySA2GAFGS 1 O00OS&aa G2 LINIAOALIvYGa Ay 2NRSNI :
AYUSNILISNE2Y I f NBfIFIGA2YAKALIA 6AGK (GKS LI NI AOA
RA2XKSNBAFR NSIza | f a2 ySOSaalNE FT2N g NBySaa
FYR NBfAIA2dza> Odzf GdzNF £ 3 SOUKYAOX 3ISYRSNE Tl i
0N} RSNAR X ({KS the goGininentlgéréddael | atidAtie yeople in pedestrian and

vehicular traffic.

Due to its politically volatile nature and strategic location, there is a significant presence of
government personnekspecially members of law enforcemesnich as the police and rapid

response squad in the case study locatibherefore,it is important to behave acceptably, to

avoid suspicion. This includes assured and confident carjaged NRSNJ (2 | 32A R &«

dzyySOS&aal NBE AYOGSNNRAFIGAZ2Y D

LG o1t a faz AYLRNIFyOd G2 060S gl NBE 2F LIS2LIM
SELINBaaAzyad 6KSy FAEYAyYy3IAZ GF1AYy3I LIK2G23IN LK:
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FRYAYAAGGSNAY3I 2F [dzSadA2yylFIANBad ¢KA& | 61 NBy
GKAOK Oly fSIR (G2 K2aGAfAGe FTYR ANNROGFGAZ2Y X

2. Informed consent

The need of obtaining informed consent as a matter of research ethics has been widely
acknowledged. It is crucial that qualitative researchers outline in advance what kinds of data

will be gathered and how thewill be utilized (Hoeyeet al, 2005)Dueil 2 Odzf G dzNJ f = &
YR LRIAGADI AYASHNNSRADORYASY G 61 & NBIljdzZANBR 7T
f20Ff LILIz I GA2Y T LISRSAUGNARIY YR @SKAOdzt I NJ i
GKS LIN2OS&da 2% RIFI2ZNISIRI DAyABYd F2N) g a | a
gKAES GKS NAIKG G2 LINAYIO& ¢la NBALSOGISRO
0ST2NBKIFIYRXZ (2 ONBIGS g1 NBySaasy (6 Nistodet RSy C
O2y iNROdzGS aAAAYATFTAOlN yif e iNR NI KBBNRMAICR)S 413S NVFA &
200 AYSR FNRY (KS LRtAOS YR g SyF2NDSYSy
adzLILR2 NOSR 6AGK Yy 2FFAOALFE € SOGGSNI 200GFAYSR -
OF NNA SR 2dzi® 5S3&LA 0GR YiILERNIIS yYiS G322dzNBSESy]  AQR yaalSay
LISNE2YYy St SaLISOALFfte G4KS g SyF2NDOSYSyd |3
RIdF &

In addition, given thexisting challenge of harassment and displacement being faced by street
traders with law enforcement agents over their rights to trade in public space, and the fact
that most of these street traders are aware of the prohibition edict, informed consent,
couwpled with explanation of the intension of the study was sort from street traders before
the questionnaires were distributed. This is because many of them thought that the research
was being conducted to develop a strategy to remove them from the streeth®mther

hand, the majority the road users cooperated fully in filling the questionnaires, with utmost
concern. This may not be unconnected with the fact that there are increasing awareness and

mixed opinions about the significance and plight of streaters in Lagos metropolis.

3.t SNE2Y I f RAKADSBE ARYR
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DAGSY (KS ONRBGRSR yIGdz2NBE 2F (K OFrasS addzRe f
AySoaiGlrote tSIR (2 SyO2dzyiSNAR 6A0GK AYRA@GARGdZ
0KS&aS AYRAGARdAzrta O2yaidAiddziSR 2 (KBS KNS YOKA I ff S
l 4a20AF 0SSR 6AGK GKS ONRGRSR ylIGdz2NBODXREKE!H O
O2tftAaAz2y> Nlzy 20SNE [06dzAS YR RAODNBEDEEO B
AYLRZNIGFY(G &aSOdz2NRAGe O2yaiBRSNISINGE22YYaG f C daNIFKSIINGY 2
dzy y SOSaal NBE NRA&l&axI t2ySte O2NYSNmI SEOf dAA @S

4, wAIAKGa G2 LINAGIO& IyR O2yFARSYGAlfAGESE

5dz§ G2 LRtAGAOFt X Odz GdzNI f | yR F30dkmyaE asy
LIAOGdzZNBA YR | dzZRA2 NBO2NRAYIAIT LIGNNG VGdzl INEEy & &
GKS AYGiSNIBASSE | yR |ldz8R (NS AONSS/ R 2ajANGy K-SR
LIzZNL2Fa S KS G22fa F2NJ 0KS addzReé FyR GKSAN 02y
IKS a®ogmPAedza | yR Odzf GdzNI t £t & aSyardrodsS yl o
O2ft SOGA2Y G22fasx &adzZOK Fa OF YSNI baki2rio&Se I dzR 7
SEGSyaArdsS dzaS 2F RIGF ORMFTISYBEM2YS R2N2 (GBNAWIAY |
FGGNF OG yS3alFdA@dS 02yasSljdSy0Sa &dzORINRPANBSEAT &N
GKS FTASEtRG2N] @

5. Exclusion of minors

Children were omitted in this study, although it was observed that they constitute a marginal
population among the street traders in Ojodu Berger. These children included population
group of age 17 years and beloMost of these youngsters were helping an older street
vendor or filling in briefly for their guardians or parents while they were awagse children
were omitted mainly as a result of cultural sentiments arising from recruiting children for
research. This was significant especially considehiaglifficulty in assuring trust, as well as

security and cultural sensitivities and the verbal consent strategy adopted in the study.

6. Unavailability and inadequacy of data
Finally, the unavailability and inadequacy of data, such as population figures, employment
figures, and the figures on public amenities, and built environment infrastructure, such as the

number of commercial establishments, financial institutions and esdidl buildings, were

134



not available. This necessitated the need for direct counting and recording, which was quite
strenuous, and took a substantial amount of time. However, despite these limitations, and
the compromises that had to be made, such as omitting children fromahgpte study, the
quality of the research was not compromised, and thus, the findings sidfeientto ensure

a standard and quality research.

45 Conclusion

The groundwork for the field research has been laid in this chafteerefore, the next
chapters contain the findings, analysis and discussions obtained from the research approach,

data collection tools and considerations.

Chapter 5:

A male street hawker on the Ojodu Berger motor
park drop -off portion of Lagos - Ibadan

Expressway

5.1 Introduction

¢tKS OKIFLIGISNI RAaOdzaasSa SIFOK 2F GKS OKFNF Ol SNR
. SNESNI Y23 2N LI NJ & G dadca 6 (0 KIAyEiR kBRI SNGRASNEGGA & (0 S L.
RFGIF O2tftSOGA2Y LINROSaaod
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This chapter is divided into eight subsections each of which contains its respective findings,
analysis and discussioflsK SaS OKI N} OGSNR&AGAOa AyOf dzRS GKS
f20F yhBYzZNI £ SESYSyidaT tle2dzi 2F GEBSwRIzAf
LI GG SNY & 2 FTafLdh iR + dzd ORNVF KA BHNF LIS 2 Y3h ST T LIRS B ¥ N&
BSKAOdzf I NJ GNF FFAOT RAAGNAOdzIAZ2Y ST ydzYoSNI | yR

The findings, analysis and discussions obtained from this chapter provide the basis for the

research summary and recommendations in chapter 8.

B " Llh,#’m“ u& ‘_l_%bﬁ',',_.,
L e | 5.,

PRI
‘s 25 b
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This vendor is a target representative of street vendors, who was identified during a visit to the case

study location

Investigation tools:

Participant observation andnstructured interview. Qualitative Inductive (Neville, 20@@nclusions

are produced from the analysis of information gathered usingitivestigationtool above

Analysis of background profile:

A WOMAN;, Abike, awife, mother, daughter, carer, a middle age adult

! a/ | wlk4réligidubperson, a friendly person, ambitious, hopeful, positive minded, resourceful
A STREET HAWKERow income earner

YORUBA ETHNICERRultured, multilingual, socially inclinedethnography

Summary:

Background factors which determines her everydayness lifestyle and impacts on how she constructs

her space.

Sampling objectives:
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To understand how this street hawker produces space and the factors impacting on the production.
Questions:

Why is she there?

What is her trading cycle / pattern@start/finish time, movement pattern

How does she produce space and construct social space via:

Her trading type?, street hawking
Her trading approached G N> 6§ SIA 0 L2 aAGA2yAy3ds NBEALISOGTFdz aAyTF2NY
Her trading location® primarily around Nnamdi Azikwe street

What are the background factors impacting on her trading cycle pattern and her production of
space/construction of social space?

What are the resultant spatial adaptations and manifestations?
Analysis of Everyday Life Experience

The experience of everyday life of this street hawker is shaped by the manner of her connection and
contribution to the complex, interwoven, overlapping combination and dynamics of: people, physical

environment, land use activities, informal trading ac¢ias in different locations on Lagos CBD.
This leads to the following investigative, descriptive and exploratory questions:
People:

Who are the people she meets during the course of the day?

When does she meet these people?

How does she relate with them?

Where does she meet these people?

What are the categories of these people and how do they impact on her trading activities?

What are the challenges she encounters in her dealings with these people?

What insights can be obtained from these findings and how does it contribute to achieving the objective of

the research focus?

Physical environment:
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How does she adapt into the physical environment in order to engage in her trade?
What constitutes the features of the physical environment for her trade?

Howdoes she position herself in the physical environment?

What is her movement pattern in the physical environment?

What is her favorite location in the physical environment?

How does she plan her daily cycle in the physical environment?

Land use activities:

What are the land use activities does she encounter during the course of her daily life?

Which land use activities complements her trading pattern?

How does she relate with other individuals or groups engaged in similar or other lardtigges?

What are the challenges emanating from her interactions with these similar or other land use activities?
How does she adapt into the settings of these similar or other land use activities in order to carry out her
business?

Which ethical issues does she encounter in the settings of these land use activities?

Informal trading activities:

What are the informal trading activities she encounters during the course of her daily life?

How does she relate with the people involved in these informal trading activities?

As a part of the informal economy herself, which of these informal activities complement her trading
activities?

What are the challenges resulting from her being a part of the informal economy in this area and how does
she address it?

How does she handle competition for customers and space?

Her lived experience includes a variety of experiences resulting from the diversity of human contacts,
contrasting scenery, sights and sounds and people settings and other factors that make up the totality of her
life. Being a mobile hawker offers her, nmly the chance to market her goods to diverse people from
different backgrounds, orientation, beliefs, temperaments, attitudes manners and other aspects of human
psychology, but it also, in the process gives her the opportunity to adapt to differentiresatn her
surroundings, in her bid to maintain her significance, presence and achieve the purpose for which she is there
¢ to make a living. Therefore, engaging in this trade affords her as a woman, for that matter, the opportunity
to maintain her integity as she needs tbe always visiblegherefore, her comportment and mannerism and
behaviormatters a lot. According to her, she hasehducky not to be caught in a compromising situation

with area boys when she was spotted by a friend who was sittinlgeiredge of a bus that drove past her.
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Given the unpredictability of this person and the fact that she might gossip, she comporting herself in a

respectable manner had saved her from a possible embarrassment at home.

Her location is not fixed; therefore, she has to transverse different locations in the CBD. However, given her
lived experience, she has been able to design a movement pattern for herselfiaus hours of the day

knowing the behaviour of potential customexgther actors, and the probability of sales. Furthermore, part

of her comportment is in heoutlook, hence she has to maintain a balance between being easily noticeable
FNRY Fyeé RAaGlIYyOS = Ay lyeé RANBOUGAZ2Y @AlK2dzi o6SAy3

Findings and analysis

The perception, adaptations, interpretations and representations of the city space for street hawking
FNB o6lFaSR 2y {(KS &aiNBSiG KIFIg]SNRa ol O] auMBallzy R T Of
economic and political background. These are eviderfdeeo everyday lifestyle, culture, habits and

behaviour; which she exhibits spatially through her trading activities.

Findings and Discussion: the factors in the variables of (1) background factors; (2) spatial factors; and

(3) social impact factors, make up the discussion of the findings.
Background factors:
Quotes from unstructured interview:

GL gta 02Ny AY wmpynd® L O02YS FTNBY I Llfe&3lFy2dza ol (
GSNE GSYRSNJ F3SET avye FFEAOKSNI A& | FENNSNI 6AGK Yy
struggle to train the boys while we girls have litlep2 = SR dzOF GA2y ® L 'Y GKS FANAI
GL KFR (2 RNRBLI 2dzi FNRY aO0OKz22f Ay 2NRSNJ 2 FSyR 7
KFR G2 02YS R2¢y G2 [l3J2a G2 YI1S SyRa YSSG FyR L

Spatialimpact factors:

Quotes from unstructured interview

GoKIG OK2A0S R2 L KIF@S:Z D2R F2NBARX L Olyyz2id aidsSt
SOSNERO2RE@Qa LINRPLISNI@eéT aAT I20SNYyYSyd OKlFrasSa dza ¥
FFF2NR GKS a2 Ol f f SRy @akkKi2Qsa QdeaSE2 YK NI Sg ALINE @l RYSUR £ (ir2

FE22NE 6KSy KS 2NJ akKS OlFy Slraate 3I3Sid Ad 2y GKS 3N

to get N10 million to rent a shop? How much would | sell my goods and where is the profit? May God
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Social impact factors:

Quotes from unstructured interview:

GL FY F /KNREAGAFYS 2F | 2NHz2OF dzZLONRAY3IAYyId ad Y2(§KS

@FtdzS&a Ay YS IyR Y& aAofAyda o0STF2NB KSNJ dzy iAYSt

GYe KdzaolyR A& | 0dza O2 yhawza begexlife nford thanlwg, that B dily] OK A f R
$S Ydzad aGNHzZA3t SET aAlQa y2id Straeées L Ydzad O2yFSaa

Interview summary:

The forms of spatial interpretations and manifestations on the city space reflect the totality of
interwoven human experiences & relationships in physical space. These relationships range from
physical to psychological which make up evidence of lifestgiéems and everyday living. It also

includes the impact of the background forces and other forms of initiatives that stimulate other forms

2F a20Alf AYGSNIOGA2ya 9 oO0SKI@GA2dzN®» al yQa dzasS | yR
helptoenhanced A f £ dzYAy I S0 2dzNJ {y2¢6f SRIS | yR dzy RSNEGI yRA

The issues raised as findings from the interview shows the interwoven and overlapping nature of the

variables that impact on the trading activities of the female street hewk
Factors influencing her daily movement pattern

Weather condition

Probability of sales [strategic location]

competition

Behaviour of customers and other actors

Presence of completion or complementary products

Personal motivatiog K S f G KX Y22RIXZ WAYALANI A2y QX WOKIyOSQ
Presence of municipal authorities

Time of the day

Previous experience [level of sales, challenges with other traders and people]

Spatial determinants of her everyday life experience
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Exhibitinga variety of emotions in response to environmental ctiestime of the day, the people she meets

and the dealing with those she encounters: Stress, exposure, GSM, Police, chaos, shouting, view, commotion,
insult, greeting, regret, determination,

Built environment and fatigue factor

Types of people encounters experienced every day: municipal authorities, beggars, strangers, etc
Different locations requiring different modes of behaviour

Her trading activities requires meeting and gauging how she relates with different traders especially those
with questionable background

Different modes of physical positioning on different feature of the physical environment and in different
locations in the physical environment

Distancing and proximity in different situations (like mindadbse ; unlike mindedmedia to far)

Different language switching at differetimes, withdifferent customers

Her mtterns of activity vary throughout the day to correspond with the density of the population.

At times its direct facing, other times itdigned,other times, it's from behind, depending on the situation
with the intensity

Adapting to cultural dynamics such as "gender sensitivitiéidies first, customer always right, time lag

for eachcustomer, ommultiple customers™

Trading in different zones within the location

Paying tolls in public and ensuring that she avoids areas of harassment

Determining strategic locations in order to engage in her trade

Avoiding corners alone or moving in convoy of other traders, thereby forming a population of traders

High sense of security alertness in order to avoid danger to life and risk to personal safety

Adopting different marketing strategies for business transactions in different locations: she makes xxx
amount daily and this depends on théime, population concentration, nearby activities, luck, number of
referrals, and connection with other custonsefimpulse buying). She also adopts different behavioural
tendencies as part of marketing strategies, [1] to different potential customers and [2] different times of the

day.
Taking break but conscious of need to sell , therefore taking break in high concentration area

Exhibiting communal tendencies such as gender groupings in different locations and presenting systemic
targeting of customers, sharing experiences, killing boredom, mixing with the natives, enjoying themselves.
A sort of unofficial break time at work. Thehose their location and movement pattern. They also arrange

themselves in order to present variety in space.

Minding her approach to marketing in different locations in order not to arouse conflict , hence she adopts

an approach in which she tries to make herself visible from afar
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Superstition: she avoids certain place at certain times in order to avoid bad luck. Furthermore, she avoids
certain individuals with the impression of evil, hence a benefit of gendered space is the security it offers from

diabolical attack.

She mingles with other outdoor personnel such as cleaners in order to take her mind off her trade. She also
joins some of the sedentary street vendors in order to show respect, change of scenery, stabilize herself, sit

and take another form of trade whiatomplements the marketing of other traders.

Trading at the motor parks singly or in groups
Deductions fom interviews and observations

0KS &aiNBSG (N RSNDA -cdtlrdd pdlita atry drlturél Xadtdr2ilNgadd sighificanty D10 A 2

the marketing strategies of informal trading activities

the marketing strategies of informatading activities impact significantly on the spatial adaptations,

perceptions, interpretations and representations of city space for informal trading activities

Empirical evidence obtained from the sample study shows that physical and mental interpretations of space
through the informal trading activities are significant variables in explaining the parameters of spatial

contributions. The following statements egpi their relationships in spatial contributionrs

the various physical forms of spatial adaptations, perceptions, interpretations and representations, derived
from the different marketing strategies in the informal trading activities impacts significantly on spatial

contributions

the derived background mental interpretations , perceptions, representations and adaptations resulting
from the manners of human interactions, stimulated by the social attributes embedded in the marketing

strategies of the informal trading activities impaignificantly on spatial contributions.

The analyzed mental adaptations, interpretations, representations and perceptions, emanating from the
background historicalsocioeconomic, cultural, and politicéctors stimulating the manners of human
interactions derived from the social attributes, embedded in the marketing strategies of the informal trading

activities impact significantly on spatial contribution (see plate 25).

Other observations on spatial contribution for further investigations in field studye commuters loading

and offloading activities at the motor park stimulate informal trading activities

Arrival process:
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island at around 7:20 am, and drops at Apogbon end of the Lagos marina, which also doubles as an integral

part of the Lagos CBD, as this is dldeehe shop where she collects her goods and thus, make her way to

her trade start off point further down the Lagos CBD. At times, when she is lucky, this could be the terminal

bus stop of the bus and at other times, it could berente, going to CMSWVhichever case, she has to drop

at the Apogbon end of the Marina. She has to arrive early, as she needs to be in place before the arrival of
potential customers or just in time to meet theirrival anddropping at Apogbon gives her the required head

start to meet potential customers.

On this day, she is lucky that she got a bus terminating at the Apogbon under Qridgeod sign. The bus
manoeuvre slowly through the puddle and parks in a tigfttover space, which is surrounded by a cluster

of open market tradersmostly women, who live close by, and have already arrived to start off their daily.
Even though the undébridge is sheltered the space under the bridge is still water logged with messymudd
water puddles all over, which makes walking on foot very difficult. It rainechight before and rain water

was able to flow into the space, because of the space between the parallel bridge carriages that make up the
bridge. Furthermore, the water drainage is blockea perennial problemThe inadequacy of a maintenance
culture is highlighted during the rainy season in Nigéti@nce rainwaterhas nowhere to flow to except to
remain stagnant and make the environment ugly. It is in this setting that traders, mostly elderly women, set

up their space as open market, and cope with the presence of the motor park.

42S R2y QU KIGS | OK2A0S® ¢KAA Aa o6KIFU BREKABORAT[O6BSA

[one of the market women]

Adaptability:

During this routine, she meets diverse range of individuals and groups of people that shapes her daily life
experience. This fact is stimulated by the compact nature of the built environment which includes corner,
narrow passages, and road axis as corgdand congested built environment. This requires an ability to
adapt to different personalitiesjeeds, and ultimatelythe physical environment in order to achieve

adaptability.
Business mindedness, messy narrow space, cultural consciousness, female gender:

Being an exposed Lagosianéth a deep familiarity withO A {ligesdyde patternswhich includes the
significance of time consciousness and business mindedness, particularly in the early morning, such as this,
she disembarks quickly from the bus and makes her way straight to the shop of her land lady where she

keeps her goods. Like eyeother pedestrian, she has to manoeuvre through the messy, irritating, muddy
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narrow passage, which slows down her movement. Coincidentally, this affords her the opportunity to see

GKS StRSNXIe ¢62YSy o6& (KS &ARSI Fa GKSe IINB aSiidftay3
through that route has enabled her to be quitemiliar with most of the elderly women, there as well as

some of the drivers. Due to the close proximity of these people to her, she proceeds to greet them. Even

though she is a hurry, she is still conscious of her cultural responsibility, particultryyeétders and people

in general, which is to greet and show regard. This is a sign of good will and concern and favourable responses

to such is reputed, [albeit superstitiously] to bring good luck.

One wonders if, it had not been for the congested nature of the physical environment, coupled with the messy
narrow space, if she would bother to greet anyone at all. Perhaps there is a significant connection between
adverse circumstances such as the natof the setting in stimulating the cultural consciousness of people,

particularly the female gender.
Strategic sitting arrangement, faithfulness to the rat race:

The opportunity to get down quickly is enhanced by the fact that she sat on the seat close to the door of the
bus, where the bus conductor stays. According to her, she targets this spot all the time as it, as it also enables
her to have access to fresh airs the bus is usually crowded without cross ventilation, which can be quite
choky and smelly, considering the distance the bus has to travel. Furthermore, in case there is a problem
with obtaining change from the conductor , and a number of commutersirarelved, including herself,

sitting on the edge gives her the chance to be attended to, first by the conductor and prevents her from the
NA&]l 2F 0SAYy3 GYFNNASRé (2 |y20KSN) O02YYdzi SNE 4K?2

O

happened to hea couple of times and it's an experience she dreads.

A aD2R LINRGSOG YS FNRBY lyeéz2yS 2N IyeliKAy3d GKIG gAff R
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Abike finally emerges from under to bridge, crosses the road into the end of Broad Street, which
terminates into Apogbon. She beholds, subconsciously, the Grand Architecture called the UBA building.

Just then, the giant MEGIAVA generator of the buildingikO1 & &adF NG a fA1S F  WNHzYof
its thick sound bellowing and the exhaust pipe puffing out thick smoke into the street, and the sound

also causing heavy vibrations in the surroundiggd & A ¥ F NBYAYRSNITEsTisalg K2 A a
constant sight, sound and a sign of the reality that there is no electricity supply in the area. She is used

to this scenario and pays no attention to it. What is on her mind is the get to her shop on time.

Rat race, early morning stress and fatigue, her GSM:
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As she walks briskly on the broad street, facing the oncoming-bmsgs, which is forced to move
slowly,because of street vendors setting up their space on the way, she sees She walks briskly , already

she see street vendors already in place on both sides of the narrow road , some on the road, close to
passing vehicles. It's already getting chaotic. Peapéewalking towards her formal workers and

natives and other individuals. Everybody is walking briskly and in full alert. The rat race of Monday has

begun, as usual. She therefore has to manoeuvre her way between people and vehicle. It's already
gettingbusy, this early morning. She could feel the heat building up from the vehicular traffic, people

traffic, the congestion of the space. As a result of this , coupled with the fact that she just arrived from

along distance, in a bus that can be likenetito ONJ YLISR Wal NRAYS OFLyQ = 1 6A7¢
and tired. Luckily, she had her bottle of water, which she picked and took a sip. Feeling refreshed, she

moved on
A a¢KAEd A& NBIfAGeT AdGUa G222 SINIeé& G2 0SS FSStAy3a (GANBR:S

Suddenly, she remembers her phone and she stops dead in the road. She hadn't received any calls since
she left home and that is unusual. Quickly, she scrambles herself into a corner in the street, to check
herself. She backs off the road and the suddenmé$ger movement seems to startle a vendor nearby,
setting up his space. This vendor, who happens to be an Ibo man, looks up suddenly and was about to
give her a stern look for invading his space, when he suddenly changed his outlook, gave her a brief
smile and continued his work. From the way he looked at her, one can easily conclude that he must
have recognised her. Abike proceeded to greet him and apologized for her behaviour, to which the
vendor responds liberality no cause for malice, after all, she is a woman and we are not from the same
SiKYyAOA(Ged CAdNIKSNIXY2NBE aSOSNRo2Re A& OF aAAs3 &a2YSi
she was apologizing, she continued to scramble at her purse looking for the phone. At last, she finds
her phore, checks if there are calls. No callgoor signal and low batterg no wonder. She puts her

phone back in her purse, says good morning to everyone and moves on.

Her shop, her products, change to work clothes, stacking of produgtguick and intelligent

packaging:

Abike finally arrives at her shop at around 7: 45 am and attempts to open the store. Her boss, who is a
wholesale trader has not arrived but has left a copy of the shop key with her, with which she opens
the shop. The shop is one of the several loclshipps at Balogun market. The shop, which is a 3m x

3m shop is well compacted with varieties of goods ranging from consumables such as dinks packed in
a large refrigerator and in crate; the goods also includes domestic everyday goods such as toiletries,
napkins, matches. These are movable goods which Abike assists her boss to hawk. The goods also

includes assorted clothingraterials, furniturewhich are sold directly from the shop by the boss.
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Collectively, the estimated price of these goods range from N 1 to 5 miiaal{]. And cramped up

inside such a tight space.

Abike hawks and sells a wide variety of products. This includes handy domestic items such as toiletries,
which she supplements with consumables such as minerals and biscuits. She packs a sufficient amount

of a mixture of minerals and into a wide plastiasiket about 450 mm in diameter. She quickly stacks

these products in the tray, in 5 minutes. She is used to doing this and can almost do it with eyes closed.
{KS &aidFO1SR KSNJ LINPRdzOG& Ay adzOK | ¢Feé& k& i GKS
periphery, in two concentric layers , while the smaller products are arranged in the hollow space at the
centre and stacked in a heap form in order to give amNal dzy R @A &aA 0 At A (& Ay GKS

products include different typesofplash O o602 GGt SR YAYSNI f a3z 4 GSNX
Daily routine¢ LINBE R (12 NJ LINB & ¢ Y

Abike daily routine takes hdrom her shopto CMS and back, up to Broad Street at times, and round
back to Balogun and Jankara and Issie areas. These are connected areas within and around Lagos
CBD which moves using her discretion, sighting, information or basic instincts. She does not follow any
particular pattern, but she makes sure she aligns herself with the flow of vehicular or pedestrian

movement. Understanding this takes time, experience, instincts.
bl At GKS NRBFIR WFEOlH ¢AYS A& Y2ySeéesy

She leaves the shop by 7: 55 am and proceeds quickly move towards CMS. But before she leaves she
attempts to reach her boss on phone, to no avail. Network problem. Therefore, she sends a text
message, which takes about 30 seconds to deliver. She hadttapmehensively for the text to deliver

in order to avoid the risk of "failure to delivedle to movement. Eventually, it does hand she scrambles

on her way.

However, she has to navigate through Nnamdi Azikwe Street via Madam Tinubu square. She meets
other hawkers like herself, setting out. Together they form a group of female hawkers walking in
opposite direction to oncoming vehicular traffic on Nnamdi AzilStreet. The sun is now fully out and

one can see the brightness of the day. It's easy to see the contrasting makeup of human geography on
the street. When compared with other road users, they form a contrasting scene of movement and
direction. Moving in aother direction are théhawkers, representingnformality, moving in opposite
direction are vehicles and majority formal sector workers representing formality, while in the neutral

are the street vendors.

On the way, she and her friends are accosted by an area boy, who charges them in the middle of the

road, in front of the Lagos central mosque. They move aside and quickly give him their tolls, as expected.
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They know too well that paying their daily tolls is their defence against harassment from everywhere

within the CBD. This is a common sight as padsgdon't bother to give a look. This is Lag®sey all

give him N100 each and he issues each personduaipt. They move on talking as they walk. Abike

quickly folds her receipt and tucks itinto herlgé KS Wal FSadQ t20FGA2y (G2 1SS

quickly before any one spots and since she is in the company of women who do the same.

They move on in a cluster group on the sidewalk in order to avoid oncoming vehicular tiaféi.
cluster arrangement also affords them the opportunity for arrallnd view to see potential customers

and other individuals they are familiar with and whdhey greet as appropriateSome responded and
others display not. Howevethey continued to chat excitedly about everythinfamily, products, their
respective bossedoyfriends and experience with customers the previous day, harassment from the
municipal authorities. They were chatting simultaneously with each hawker talking about her
experience and another doing the same until the whole conversation becomes rowdy, uncoordinated,

chorus like but making them a curious sight to behold by other rcamtas
Show time @ CMS. :

They got to CMS at around 8:10 am. The timing was quite fast considering the fact that this is a distance
of about 15 minutes on foot, under normal circumstances. Perhaps the movement in group and the
excitement from the conversation took "sped up” timedaa walk that would have seemed stressful,
boring, and tense; and also considering the load each hawker was carrying and the psychology in the

fact that it was Monday morning.
Impact of Group synergy on space / time psychelogiividualism vs. communality:

Excitement from group interaction or activity can trigger a release of Adrenalin to pump energy! This

takes off the stress and anxiety of time consciousness. The mix use nature of the environment which
includes diversity of population groups and ideologyeell as the communal nature of a significant

section of the population, and the ability to adapt the built environment to accommodate communal
association provides a stimulant for group activity, which takes off the stress and anxiety associated

with time consciousness. This puts an individual in a right frame of mind to face the challenges of the

day.

¢KSe 38U G2 /a{ FYR NRBdzyR dzLJ GKSANI OKIFGdGAyId LiGQ:
into the crowd of oncoming vehicular and pedestrian traffic. They disperse to different locations to start

i KS RI & Qs thegAdave/edch dtider, asriifa dispersing circle they wave at each other and

proceed in different directions. Abike waves at them and is immediately left on her own.

Wt N} 8SNB 2y G(GKS Y208QT LI GASYyOSs 322R fdO01 w2yl i
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Abike moves to a corner at the CMS / inner marina T junction, away from the police and LASTMA
officials,who are busy directing traffic and pedestrians. This is also very close to the premises of the
cathedral church of Christ, landmarkstructure on Marina Street. Experience has taught Abike to
position herself close in the traffic warden in such a way as to align herself along the visual axis of
pedestrian and vehiculanovement. She begins to move slowly, randomly, back and forthh wi
friendly bodilygestures, in an attempt to make visual contact with as many pedestrians and vehicles as
possible. Initially nobody gives her any attention, even though they see her, as everyone seem to be
eager to get to their office or other destinations. This is thergday day sign of hustle of the city and

she is used to this. Furthermore, experience has also taught her to be patient and take things easy

has she is going to have a long day ahead.

It's a clear sky morning at CMS. The sun is mild and it's cool at the moment. Fortunately, the tall
buildings around provide different angles and lengths of shade, depending on their height and
orientation. About 10 minutes later, the sun emerges out bétsky, and with it comes the prevailing

hot humid air from the Lagos harbour, just down the horizon. Fortunately, she was standing within the
range of the shadow casted by the cathedral church of Christ building. The shadow formed was a sign
of relief ard she eagerly moved backwards in order to be fully in the shade. Even though hawking and
any other form of commercial transactions are prohibited on the premises of this church, there is the
right of way around the premises, which Abike usually standsithrout being molested. She has learnt

to position herself in such a way as not to be seen as wanting to engage in trading.

Abike looked back as if to admire the cathedral building and express her gratitude to it for giving her

shade. Suddenly, she remembered that she had not said her prayers. Being a practicing [Pentecostal]
Christian, she had been taught by her parents andgsestor that no matter the situation, she has to

put God first in her undertakings. Putting this injunction into practice has been very difficult, given the

nature of the job she is doing, her past experience, and the hustle lifestyle of Lagos lifehAshsu

KFa €SENYyd G2 Sy3alr3sS Ay aLINI@SNBR 2y (KS Y2@0S¢éd vdz
aGAtt Ay 2NRSNI G2 YdziadSNI I WwWairftSydQ LINF&SNI G2 D2R

making it obvious to everyone that shes praying.
CMS: vintage positioning

From her vintage position, she surveys the entire setting. She observes the people, movement,

vehicular traffic, chatting, vehicle horning.

These are herfavorites' - and her "mountains”.
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She can survey the scene due to the aBlund view offered by the configuration of the built
environment at this junction. As such it also offers her the advantage of all round strategic placement,

an essential requirement for this type of business.
Everybody seem to be in a hurgs expected. Everyone already seem to be stressedasifinticipated.

She stands at the edge of the curb in order to position herself so that she can be seen, and also not to
obstruct pedestrian movement. Therefore, it can be said that she has taken a "neutral” position in the
location of her setting. She looks left and riglii anticipation. However she also watches her back

in precaution, to prevent any "unforeseen”. 8sch, based on her positioning, the space around her

presents two contrasting experiences, that reflect the reality of everyday life.

Breakthrough:

She concludes her prayers and resumes her back and forth movement. As if by miracle, passersby begin

to greet her. Other hawkers do the same. The atmosphere becomes warm and frigadéign of
WoSGASNI GKAYy3Ta G2 O02YSQd ! FUSNI I y2GKSNI mn YAydziSa
a stranger walks past her and suddenly turns back and walartis her. This is a male [possibly in his

mid-20Q] Acorporately dressed and looks to be in a hurry. He beckons on Abike to sell minerals for him.
Knowing the restriction to hawking in this space, Abike quickly ushers the youth to a corner by the side

to the church, away from CMS area, and back towards the broad street. This area, though still in the

public domain, provides a somewhat private space, and is a considerable distance away from the
WLINBEAYIQ SesSa 2F GKS Lz t Addydwaq watBhing Be doast che®r dyeR (12 &
quickly lowers her basket, the guy chooses the plastic bottle drink he wants, he brings out the money,

Abike looks up sighs and says she has no change as he was her first customer. The guy reluctantly says

she shoulchot bother with the change but that she should give him the drink. Abike joyfully gives him

the drink¢ a 35 cl sprite drink costing N100. The guy gives Abike N200, meaning that Abike had just
pocketed an extra N100 for herself. A sign of better thingsdme. A breakthrough. Good luck and

D2RQa T @2 dzNI

a! 3Syid 2F ol R tdzO1é KENIaavYSyd 205N GSNNARG2NRLE

arbitration:

Abike returns joyfully to her spot on the side of the church premises, 5 minutes later, and suddenly, an

area boy appears and approaches her. It appears that he comes from under the outer marina bridge,

which is where a group of Ibo traders are tradingdaso sit out for area boys covering CMS. This

f20FGA2y A& GAGKAY gl f1Ay3a FYR @QAadadt RA&aGIYOS TN
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demands for ticket money. Apparently, he had been watching Abike all the gupéehaps before she

and her friends dispersed; and must have noticed transaction between her and the corporate youth.
This must have prompted him to have a go at her. Immedjiatbike produces her ticket and explains

that she had already paid to another agent at CBD. This area boy refused to listen and an argument
ensued between them. They created a scene and soon passersby began to challenge the area boy to

leave ABIKE alon&he following opinions were raised:

a6!o683 t£SIPS GKAa s2YLy Ft2ySs KFEKEFEZ GKAa SENIe& Y2NYy
KSNJ fA1S GKIGKEéED aardadGSNI alys LI SIHaS NBa

Haha, you no dey fear God? How can you be harassing a woman, this early morning, in front of a church,
F2NJ GKIG YFGGSNK {KIFIYS 2y @&2dz o

G,2dz @2dzikKa 2F y246FRI&&ad ,2dz G622 tA1S Y2ySéod L R2yQ
WLIAO2QdP {KIYS 2y @&2dz o

This standoff continued for about 10 minutes and in spite of the reaction from the passersby, the area

boy refused to back down and the harassment continued until it was almost becoming physical. The
LASTMA officials, who were very close to the scene amlidwatch but did not intervene as this was

outside the scope of their role. That was when a police officer, from the group on patrol, with their

vehicle packed on the adjacent side of the CMS / inner marina junction walks into the scene. He called

the area boy aside in a bid to have a private discussion with him. From the manner of the discussion, it

could be seen that a sort of verbal negotiation was taking place. The area boy and the police officer

smiled at each other and the area boy turned towarte defiant Abike. He swore jokingly at her,

AYAT SR YAaOKAS@2dzate FyR FGGSYLIWSR (2 WwWi2dzOKQ KSN.

He continued to smile mischievously and proceeded to walk away. Abike was relieved.

This scenario represents a confidence booster for the day. This indicates that there is an element of
protection for Abike. Fortunately, her positioning offers her not only a vintage point for sales, which is
a means of reaching out, but also an oppoityrto be reached out to, as well, and in this case, is
demonstrated in the response she received in a time of distress. The following factors have emerged

from this experience:

CMS ascene of confrontation, antsocial behaviour, security consciousness. Inbuilt cultural values and
human sympathetic disposition as evidence of the communal tendencies of Lagosians.

Ticket a representing her rights to trade and a protection from unforeseen circumstances.

People of diverse background as representing connection to shared inbuilt cultural ideology which includes

sympathy towards female rights to protection from harassment. A reflection of the belief in the vulnerability
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private domain. From a religious perspective, the presence of the people represents an intervention from
God [with the church building as backgraln

CMS motor park and the platform containing the newspaper platform symbol of connectivity with

the flow and distribution of potential customers:

Abike surveys the scene and moves towards the crowded area at the CMS motor park. She notices the
moving vehicles, the parked transport vehicles, and the pedestrians. She moves towards the CMS motor

LI N] = 6KAOKXEZ Fid GKIF G Y2 Wajgrity ofdhs &Ndes dre@outsidd sifcd tiiss & + O
is a rush hour. Therefore, she peeps in and greets the local guys sitting in the motor park, to which they
NBEALR2YR FTF@2daNIofted ¢KA&a GFNASYyRte& 3ISaddaNBe | FF2

entrance of the park in order to survey the active areas around CMS.

Later, she targets a group of men numbering about 30 and crowded around the newspaper stand. Given
the crowded nature of the setting, including the shouting and arguments, coupled with fact that she is
a woman in the midst of [almost unpredictable] mendathe fact that there is no assurance of any
form of protection from molestation, Abike takes a safe distance on the platform, as a form of
protection and also as a means to market her gogdbeit from a safe distance. As such, she takes a
peripheral paition around a circumference of men, backing the vehicular traffic. She is greeted by a
few of them who café to notice her. It's such an interesting settjrwith the guys chatting, making
noise and arguing, agreeing about issues they cannot influencerdrol. Secretly, she looks forward

to such meetings, as it helps in setting the tonic for her day. At least it gives her-#ecathpassing
opportunity to learn, laughgiggle,and also make sales. It also gives her the opportunity to meet and
samplethe various characters of men; she is likely to meet in the day. Furthermore, the information

she gets here, gives her some things to gist [not gossip about] about with her friends later.

After a while¢ about 30 minutes later, the men begin to disperse in different directions. Abike backs
off to the edge of the platform, and thus they are all able to notice her. Some greet her briskly while
others are more cordial. However, everybody isinurry. That does not stop a guy from, approaching

her to buy a drink; 2" sale of the day, already.
CMS outside motor dropff: Product symbiosis

She stays here for a while, after which she drifts towards the parked vehicles at CMS drop off. Here, a
number of buns sellers ply their trade on the edge of the civic park fence, close to where buns sellers
are located. However, the buns seller smileshat knowingly. This is because their products

complement each other. While she sells drinks, the buns sellers sell buns. This symbiotic arrangement
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offers Abike an advantage of complementary sales. She ensures that she moves close enough so that
she can be easily noticed, without disrupting business. Furthermore, the arrangement of the parked

buses at the drop off, offers Abike a close proximity.
Relaxed period at CMS: Meeting with other hawkers, Police and other actors

After making a couple of sales, the parked transport vehicles drive off to look for customers or to go

into the garage. The setting becomes sparse. The whole environment of CMS begins to die down as
workers are settling down in their offices. There is m®d to stay any longer. Abike thanks the buns
ASffSNE F2NJ GKSANI WK2ALMAGIEAGEQ YR &aKS$S GF18a KSN
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LASTMA officials who are not far from each other are relaxed and chatting away in their respective
clusters. The police around their patrol vehicle and the LASTMA officials around the traffic control

booth. Abike is summoned by the police patrol wdre all male and park on the edgetbe moves

G261 NRa GKS LRtAOS 2FFAOAItA G GKS SR3IS 2F GKS C
towards them. These police officers seem friendly towards her, and begin to chat with her in local and

vernacular language. Soon another female hawker joins them.
Tetris of everyday life: on the move in the aisle of contact, avoidance and encounter. Symbiosis

Later, she hangs out with her colleagues, stays on the spot conversing and looking arquoteritial

customers. At peak period, she moves against the flow of pedestrian and vehicular traffic, in order to

get noticed. This gives an impression of a game of spatial contest of contact, avoidance and encounter.

She encounters different kinds of reace y & NI yIAy3d FNBY &aYAfSTI AYRATFT!
engages in slow movement to intermittent stops to survey the saelike a carnivore looking for its

prey. She does this for about hours during which time, she engages in conversatiorisnspHisd

patronage. After this while, the sun is fully out and she proceeds to have breakfast. For breakfast, she
approaches a food vendor on the other side of the road, who incidentally is her friend. Their familiarity

with each other has them to be able2 LINBRA OG SIF OK 20 KSNR&ifme2ddSYSy i |
be.
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SAMPLE CASE STUDY (1): Individual (random 1 person)
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NOTE: the breakdown of
background forces as
“gspace production”
factors, varies along
respective persons and
trade type. Case study .
samples are determined ’
at random and target; i
individuals and

/
population, respectively :

**DRESENT SPACE** mummll

N

Bureaucratic issues Underpinning Trade
TRADE LEGALITY — FORMALITY WITHIN
INFORMALITY
right to trade via payment of “trading tax™
“familiarity” with law officers & other
personnel; kesping sales records and
documentations, keeping records of
occount, membership of troders association
- her boss is a member of traders
association. BENEFITS: identification,
recognition, Aghts and protection, right to
trade, legal back up, accountability

SPATIAL IMPLICATIONS -
BUREAUCRATIC SPACES
{SPACE OF OTHERS)

.

—
— L

HERSELF, Iaw officers, tax

.~ collectors, her customers, her
boss

\ "

SOCIO- POLITICAL

FACTORS

Trading cycle foctors
Time factor. “Owuro Fojo”

e Early arrival—7:00 a.m, collect product, scout for
viable trading spot, sell, continue selling on way
back to collect more in ordernot to allow o gap in
sales (depending on sales, scout foralternative
vioble spots along the way), trading transactions,
reunding up and clasing time —6:00p.m (1 hour
after formal workers closing), summary of daily
work to her boss, lock up, hand averkey, go to
church, go home.

SPATIAL IMPLICATIONS —TRANSCIENT SPACES

alertness, security consciousness =
cordial relationship with low efficers & other
personnel-road workers, cleaners, sanitation
officers, traffic control officers, POLICE, trade
association agents, L.G.A officials —office (formal
workers on patrof) andinformal (field ogents:
area boys & jobless indigenes/residents)
(inclusive social space)
*payment of trade tax®
To local government officers
(licenced area boys employed by the L.G.A)
good responsible citizen

SPATIAL IMPLICATIONS — INCLUSIVE SOCIAL
SPHERE, TRANSCIENT SPACES (SPACE OF OTHERS)
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TRADE CYCLE SPATIAL MAPPING
[rythmnanalysis]

At the same time, set theory, as the supposed logic of that place, has

[ HO?’IE‘ 7:30 A.M exercised a fascination not only upon philosophers but also upon

writers and linguists. The result has been a broad proliferation of ‘sets’
/ 1 (ensembles), some pradtical, some historical, but all inevitably

accompanied by their appropriate ‘logic’.

We are thus confronted by an indefinite multitude of spaces, each one
piled upon, or perhaps contained within, the next: geographical,
economic, demographic, sociological, ecological, political, commercial,
national, continental, global. Not to mention nature's (physical) space,
the space of (energy) flows, and so on.

Lefebvre, 1991
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Chapter 6:

Sample study z non-participant and participant

observation, semi -structured interview



6.1 Introduction
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Background to sample study

This sample study took place between 7:15-:30 am. This is a first traffic peak period, when
Lagos metropolis experiences its first major peak, as this is after the weekend ofp@eads

when Lagosians either travel out of the city for the weekend or stay at home or engage in short
trips in or around their neighbourhood. Therefore, during the weekend, the city space
experiences very moderate to low, free flowing pedestrian andaowgar traffic, and the traffic
picks ups to an optimal level on Monday morning with Ojodu Berger expressway, due to its
strategic importance as a major traffic route, into and out of Lagos metropolis, experiencing a

very high traffic flow.

The setting of the sample study is the Ojodu Berger motor park portion of Lalipaslan
Expressway. This is a popular transit point along the expressway into Lagos from Ogun state and
beyond. It is popularly referred to as the gateway to Lagos from Migedd West Africa. As such,

the route contains different categories of vehicular and commuters from diverse background and
interest.

The expressway is divided into 4 lanes with the innermost lane, dedicated to the government
approved BRT buses and other government sanctioned vehicles. However, heavy traffic
necessitates the use of the hitherto reserved exclusive BRT lane for generahsushis lane
adjoins with the express road median, the BRT lane therefore, becomes the entry point into the

GGNFRAY3I &L} OS¢ o

This sample is a male street hawker who engages in trading on the Ojodu Berger motor park
portion of Lagos Ibadan Expressway

Experience of the daily routing Time frame of pedestrian and vehicular traffic

Why are you here? What is your experience of this place? What are the risks involved? How
much sales do you make here?
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1 We know how to connect with the needs of the average road user

1 We can predict the traffic when the average lagosians is expected to leave home, get on

the road, how he / she prepares for work, the challenges he faces on the road, how much he
has, how he thinks.

1 we know how to predict the weather¢d mean, what to do , we are always prepared !

1 we know where to hide when the traffic dies down, and when to resume
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Infiltration by criminal elements
Introduction

This scene shows the boundaries of various types of street market activities around the Lagos
central mosque, creating various forms of dynamics of negotiated space, within the evidence of
contested space, shifting, and blurred boundaries. The presendeodf sellers from various

ethnicity congregating in front of the mosque to tragédausa, Yoruba, Nupe [an indication of



migration. This forms a cluster of population, with the use of vernacular English for general verbal
O2YYdzyAOFGA2Y YR AYRAISYy2dza RAIFIESOGA SAGKAY

of cultures and subcultures as evidence of dynamics of ksg#e].

The Street market boundaries serve as platform for social space at the central mosque premises,
as follows: Shifting With pedestrian movement; BlurredWith vehicular parking; Fluid the
symbiotic arrangements of goods; Negotiatetslamic charity. Wi the mosque management,
vehicular parking area, the Lagos state sanitation workers, and the municipal authorities [the
police, LASTMA, KAI, CBD task force]

Picture 2 also shows the street light pole as definer of space, while picture 3 the mosque fence

as a determinant and arranger of space. The presence of sanitation workers at the central
mosque indicates a collaboration between the mosque management andahitation workers

and this act as cover for the street vendors in front of the mosqliey’ AY RAOF A2y 27F
WI1F0QY 3F22ReAtt G2 |ttt oA yrAdinpPieythe répitaddionLIK & a A
of the mosque as an inclusive vende the mosque is 'central,’ the openness of the space also

diffuses any friction among the merchants.

Latmouf
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Oluwole Urban Mall Akanni ¢
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INTRINSIC SAMPLE STUDY: RAMOTA, A YORUBA WOMAN AND A PETTY TRADER AT NNAMDI AZIKWE STREET, LAGOS CBD, LAGOS ISLAND

Sample study of Ramota at the premises of the Lagos central mosquer¢e: field study, 2015 & 16)

Personal space: her positioning allows multiple/ simultaneous movement on the spot which allows her to capture multiple sc#revents andnovements

happening around her.
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Ethical considerations:

This took place between 7:00 am and 6: 30 pm. The reasons include ethical issues of personal
safety from possible harassment and rush hour traffic. However, this period includes the
moments, activities, scene and settings of everyday life in the locafitimecstudy. The tools of
investigation are observationsjterviews, participation. Sketches, graphical annotation,
pictures, field notesg unstructured (scribbled) notes; narrativeecorded audio and video
interview transcripts Care and discretiomave to be observed during the interviews, in order not

to arouse suspicion of political motives. As a result of religious, gender and security sensitivities,
discretion had to be used when recording. Even though, consent was sought for before any target

sampk was recorded, the crowded nature of the setting still requires discretion of use, as this



setting represents a potentially volatile and unpredictable environment. Based on the
background problem influencing the spatial impact, this case study examines how the forces of
rapid urban growth in the setting has shape the everyday life and in tiegruie, meaning and
interpretation of the city space, and how this impacts on the sample, the resultant issues from
which recommendations can be made. This provides an extension of the research aim. This case
study involved an observation of multiple scereasd events. It involved obtaining informed
consent from Ramota and the other traders around, because | had to stand or sit and observe.
The observation was done in such a way that it waslstructive, covert, but with informed

consent in order not to &éct the natural flow of events in the setting.

Trade type

Ramota sells hair care products comprising of various sizes and types of combs. This is a petty
trade which, according to her attracts customemostly women. Combs are a part of hair are

and beauty package for Nigerians. It is used for hair groomingharg] are a part of aesthetic
appeal in pubic for men and women.

Combing of hair is an essential part of everyday hygiene. Hair grooming is an important aspect of
fashion and neat outlook among Nigerians. Nigerians are blessed with different textures of afro
hair which requires regular grooming keep tidy and neat. Both men and women, young and

old make use of various types of combsth maleswith shorter hair and females with longer

hair. There is always a market for combs as people love to have theirs as personal. Ramota sells
different types and sizes of combs,rfmen women and unisex combs. The use of comb,
especially as part of personal kit is a common practice among Lagosians, especially the working
class. This is especially as it is common to forget to tidy up before leaving home or get untidy as
the day goedy. Men usually cut their hair hence they have the shorter smaller version of combs.
Women on the other hand have longer hair , hence they use the bigger versions.

Ramota reports that though there is competition aroundomb is a popular product, and there

are lots of options around, it is one of the items she has gdte has been trading there for

over 10 years; she has enjoyed a fair share of profit. In additios trade represents a means

for her to connect with the society by selling what is needed and readily identified with. She



reports that her product attract attention from passersby, who may not necessarily want to buy,
but just to engage her in conversatigmprice negotiation, bargaining. In addition, her placement,
coupled with the availability of her product makes her agttrfor product reference for these
bargainers, who proceed to purchase, elsewheieut with the benefit of hindsight from their
conversation with Ramota. This is a fact of everyday life, which Ramota has come to accept. After
trading for 10 years, she ba&ome to understand the behaviour of prospective customers and to
categorize them as: categoryclenquirers: those who come to find out the price and move
elsewhere; category 2time wasters / visitors: those who come to make enquiries about other
issues or find out information and leave; categorg 8enuine customers who come the negotiate

and buy. With the competitive nature of the setting, Ramota has come to that these three
categories are part of her everyday life experience of destiny and ttsabiitiof these categories
GKFG KSNJ Wof SaaAay3aa g2dzZ R 02YS FTNRBY ! {fflIKQ®
Ramota enjoys a relatively good market in this location. Her customers are usually women of low
education and young adults. The prices ranges from N10:00 to N100:00 for her items but subject
to bargain.
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Sample study methods:

The sample study was carried in an investigative, exploratory, naturalistic and descriptive manner
with the sample trader as key informants. It is based on realist ethnographic approach grounded
in phenomenology, meanings, expressions and representatidDbservations is the basis of the

field study methods. Investigation is conducted via the use of observationsrt, covert, non
obstructive, social interaction, participant action, informabnversation,and unstructured
interviews. Documentation is de using field notes, graphical annotation, photographs, video

and audio recordings.

Ethical considerations during sample study:

The investigation is based on observations and questions to which the answers provide evidence

of the everyday living experience from the samples which makes up the spatial impact of those
activities in the CBD. Starting the conversation from a religp@uspective was a good starting

point tom engage the tradeto obtain insight about her trading activities. As sign of linguistic
consideration, the investigation was conducted in Yoruba. Furthernkoded ONBS G A 2y I £ | LJL.
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Setting the scene

Ramota plies her trade in the vehicular parking space in front on the Lagos central mosque. This
is a 20 x 6 metre parking space, which can accommodate 8 regular and medium sized vehicles at
maximum capacity. This is with reference to the minimum standguecification for outdoor
vehicular parking, adopted for planning purposes in Nigeria: 2.5 métérs This parking space

is bounded at the back by the sliding@@terwide gloss coated wrought iron fence of the central
mosque; at the front, it is bounded by the edge of the Nnamdi Azikwe street. The parking space
mergeson both sides by the pedestrian walkway that also serves as edge of the Nnamdi Azikwe
street , on the mosque side , setbacks for the buildings that line the street, outdoor display space
for street market traders and pedestrian circulation route aldmg street.

Cars for officials and special visitors to the mosque are parked in the parking space of the mosque.
As at the time of this study the vehicles included regular 4wheel drives and a van. As they are
located in front of the mosque gate, these vehicles creageboundaries, distributes the traders

and separate activities around the mosque entrance. With an allowance for pedestrian entry,
this is occupied by Ramota and other street market traders. It gives them a vintage position in
the street.

Nnamdi Azikwe street Y RX  w Ho¥a®idn loQtéading activity is significant because it
represents a junction of multiple scenes and activities of daily life takes place. This includes a
crossroad where diverse individuals and population groups converge and disperse in the location
and o other areas of the CBD.

The Lagos central mosque is a prominent landmark building in Lagos Island CBD, located along
the Nnamdi Azikwe Street. Directly facing the mosque, across the Nnamdi Azikwe street is the
Oluwole market / motor park. From approach view, the mosque is bowmdis left side by a
variety of medium rise buildings serving as mixed use commercial purposes, residential, religious
and a combination of these functions. On the right side of the mosque, there is another set of

medium rise buildings serving as commal and residential purposes. Furthermore, on this side



of the mosque, directly beside it is the lagoon central mosque plagse buildings including

the Lagos central mosque, itself, line up the entire stretch of the Nnamdi Azikwe street, thereby
creating a medium rise skyline for the Nnamdi Azikwe street, with the Lagos central mosque as
0KS R2YAYIl yi 0 d2AdRE¥McCrédes2009) oh the3tkertl S
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A A linear space opening directly into the adjoining Nnamdi Azikwe street and overlooking
the Seriki motor park which act as spill out area and extension of worship space, hence, a
congregator of crowd.

A A symbolic representation of the popularity of the Islamic religion in Lagos.

A Animposing edifies exerting its influence of the adjoining Nnakaikwe street and Seriki

motor park



As land use built form feature as congregator, generator of activities, identity, and perception
Attributes of the mosque as a religious centre that impacts on spatial contribgtaii to prayer,
spiritual, goodwill as marketing strategy, strategic location as mosque is a significant reference
node which impacts on the presence of the street versdor

Significance of call to prayeiperception of space. the entire mosque premises is populatital
worshipperswho congregate inside and spill out to the outside the mosque premises, up to
across the road. This provides opportunity for the traders to gain more patronage by rendering
service of the worshippers, who in turn patronize the tradeeidence of sociapace. Hence,

with call to prayer, the mosque increases its sphere of influence.

The mosque imposing form as a visual connector, distributor, definer of space, a focal point.
The mosque measures 67 metres of the longest length by 54metres. This length makes the
central mosque the broadest building on Nnamdi Azikwe Street, thereby enhancing its capacity

to accommodate street market activities on its setback (as seen in ther@)ctu
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An important aspect of street vending is that it enables to meet people along their route of
everyday life. A lot of studies have been done, which highlights this aspect as well as the social
issues involved. While it is important tmnsider the effects on society and the environment.

is alsovital to examine the spatial implications from the perspective of everyday life and what it

means to a better understanding how the process of urban growth impacts on hbeteavior.

Mosque parking space as leeward side of Nnamdi Azikwe Street:

The motor park of the Lagos central mosque represents a low density pedestrian area of the
Nnamdi Azikwe Street especially at peak periods of the day. This is because of the high
concentration of street market activities of the other side, which is thertolauy of the Oluwole

motor park. The leeward nature of the motor park, apart for being a vintage position for Ramota,
affords the opportunity of ease of pedestrian movement away from traffic and also affords the
opportunity for opportunistic street hawkeit® display and market their goods. This fact is most
significant when one considers the lived experience of Ramota, which includes the encounter

with Abu-Bakr, the pregnant woman and the street hawkers and others that crossed that area.

These encountersral their significance are discussed in the sample study.
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The parking space in front of the mosque is regarded as a prime space which attracts premium
value. This is due to its location and vintage advantage. The negotiation arrangement requires
Ramota to lobby for this space in order to trade there. This reguméluence and negotiation
with the local boys, and since she does not have this, she has to go through her employer who is
well known to the locals. However, she had to part with an extra token in order to trade there.
In Lagos, this is called settlemen Y2y S&@é FyR A0 A& LI NI 2F GKS
that as reached enormous phenomenon in Nigeria and closely associated with the corrupt nature
of the people.
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advantage of a vintage, clean environment for the trade. She also enjoys the flexibility of
positioning herself anywhere within the parking space. The only aigalés that she has to
negotiate her space between the parked vehicles, hence the amount of space she enjoys is
subject to how many cars are parked and the resultant left over for her to manoeuvre into at any
given time. Furthermore, she has to move hergsawhenever a car wants to park and thus she
has to realign herself in the parking space. At times, this has not been a pleasant experience has
she has had to cope with different drivers. Some have been kind and considerate, while others

have been very raty to her.
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These sanitation workers are mostly female, from other parts of Lagos; and they are distributed

—
c

all over the CBD public areas, including prime areas such as the mosque premises. They are
related to the traders in the city as siblingspeighborsand friends made in the study area. They

are jointly kitted by the CBD etisa L.G.A, in collaboration with sterling bank and LAWMA (Lagos
state waste management authority). This shows collaboration between these bodies, as a
contribution to manpower devepment ard also a way of making a political statement. Hence,

as they go about their duties, they become a walking mannequin in the city space.

These women ensure that the mosque premises is clean and that traders around the mosque
area help to keep the space clean, otherwise they have extra works for themselves.

G2S INB GKS &a20Alft @g2N]JSNBR 2F LaltS S{12e 23S
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we also care for our people, both young and old. The government has been good to us by
providing us with jobs and we are paid via the IGR obtained from tted gvernment. These

a20AFf g2NJ SNA NBaALISOG aYlrYlé whkY2dalz a +y
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those around her to behave decently around the mosque.



Mama Ramota is a descent, respectable woman. Ever since we know her, she has been a
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- Interview with a sanitation worker (off camera)
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Ramota reports to Alhajdp collect her goods for sale for the day. The shop owner is a
middle-aged businesswomanan Alhaja who is a wholesale distributor of body and
household products from PZ industries. This wholesaler has been managing this shop for
severalyears withseveralattendants, coming and going, with Ramota being the latest

retail assistant.

G90Sy (K2dAK:Z !'fKIFI2F 3IA0Sa YS (KS OKIyOS
7:00 a.m. out of respect, even though she is younger than me. She is still my breadwinner.
¢KS Y2N}Yy GSIFOKS& dza G2 NBaAaLISOG SOSNR2yS vy
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just come and go. | just want to use it to help those in need. It is only then that my business

can prosper. After all, we came with nothing to this world and we geilback with
V20KAY3JE o
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¢ The Alhaja (wholesaler)
Insight:

These comments are a reflection of the religious nature of Nigerians. It is set against the
background that Nigeria is a religiously sensitive country with Muslims and Christians as
the dominant religious faiths. This culture of high priority of the diyiresence is a trend

that is widely accepted among Nigerians, especially among Muslims and Christians. It can
be traced as a presefttay modification of ancestral disposition to religion as an evidence

of culture. For most adherents of these faiths, thesfigion involves various forms of



practical demonstration, which manifests as way of life and eventually manifests spatially
in human social conduct, behaviour and in various forms of in the society. This trend of
religiosity is mostly prevalent in commercial activities, including infortnadling
activities. This attributes that ultimateipterpret usng o the cityQ &  SakJeénSwith

Ramota.

Itis 7: 58 anand Ramota has settled into her daily business by setting her space for her materials.
This includes her tray, containing her goods, which her various assortments of comb products,
her dusting handkerchief, and her rosary which she holds in her handatardouts around her

neck, as is her customa symbol of her Islamic identity. She also has with her, her¢qaaPVC
material medium sized mat, a broom, her raffia made local shade hat, a locally made hand fan,
and a nylon bag containing plastic contaigdor food, and a cup and a plastic bottle of water, a
plastic prayer kettle and a smaller stool for the tray. These are all her belongings, her office kit.
The manner of her trade does not afford her the luxury of a stall like others around her. lders is
more flexible open arrangement, and a demonstration of optimal use of limited resquace,

by using limited materials. Though other have the advantage of shade, she can easily acquire
shade via the parked vehicles of in extreme situations of exgo$ier hat comes in handy.
wkY2idlFQa aidz22t A& YIRS 2F ¢622R YR Al Aada I 02c
height. Ramota is about 5 feet tall, the average height for African women. For her age, she is fit
and moderately sling probably due to the nature of her busiresShe takes her place on the
stool, her companion all these years, and compensates by standing of leaning on nearby vehicles.
She puts the tray on the smaller stool, which is about 1 foot tall.

Ramota always keeps her hat handy. As she is always in the open, tlibvags keeps her
shaded The Lagos humid weather can be very uncomfortable, and since she is mostly in a static
position, facing the sun, from her position makes her very uncomfortable. In addition, the parked
vehicles gives her an added advantage for shelter. Fortunately,isml#ly, the motor park was

filled with cars hence, there was enough shelter. This is especially true with medium sized

vehicles (for example coaster or J5 oydta Hiase) who give lots of shade and shelter.



Ramota enjoys the advantage of having a compact space for her trade. Unlike other traders, she
is able to gather everything in one swoop with egsghether to move to another location or to

shift from vehicles about to parkshe has no choice! The entiyeof her space, including her in

a sitting position and her goods displayed before her measures approximately 1000 x 600mm.
This includes her sitting position, display. Her arrangement is such that her goods come first,
followed by her sitting stool. Shearanges herself in such a way that she is in the middle of the
parking space, not too close to the edge of the parking space of too far bejuatin the middle,

which h still offers her the chance to see and to be seen.

Ramota puts Allah first in everything she does. Her experiences in life has taught her the need to
be close to God. Ramota is an elderly woman who has had various challenging experiences in life.
These experiences has strengthened her devotion to Allalk.fabt becomes more apparent as

she finds herself engaging in street market trading, in which everything is left to chance,
opportunity and luck. These are situation of uncertainty and calls for divine intervention.

Ramota ensures that she observes her daily prayers at every opportunity. In Islam there are five
cycles of daily prayer required for the faithful. Ramota takes her mat to the corner of the parked
vehicle, sets the mat in the corner in such a way thatighslly projecting under the car, but
hinged under the front tyre. This is in order to ensure stability for the mat. She takes her position
facing east, which is almost directly facing the mosque. She starts her rhythm of prayer
movement and chanting. Alhe while | was watching but not interfering. From the road and
across, she was quite visible for all to see. This is not an uncommon sight for people to be praying
in the open. In slam it is believed that all land belongs of Allah and wherever can beccksma
personal space, whether in the public or private domain can be used for prayers. Therefore, she
was not doing something out of the ordinary, furthermore her use of space is further buttressed

by it being in the premises of the Lagos central mosque.

Just then the regular Islamic chant islagd over the minaret of the mosque. This creates a
religious feeling over the street and gives the impression of a holy site, such as the experience of

hajj by Muslims.



It is the desire of most Muslims, particularly the "religious” ones such as Ramota to attend hajj.

She narrates in Yoruba (but interpreted in English):

GL KI @S yS@SNI 6SSy G2 KlI22 0SF2NB Ay Yeé fAFSd
Allah knows me and sees my heart and my devotion to his will every day. Fortunately, Islam has

not made physical travel for pilgrimage compulsory, therefore | amrtlthe spirit. Look at those

that travel, most of temporary are hypocrites, especially our leadédxsther Christians and

Muslims, so called. How many of them are following the tenets of the Koran? | wonder how many

of them will enter "aljaana” in thedreafter. Anyway, | cannot judge, only God knows those who

are really serving him. Religion is a personal matter. Abi?

As for me, MosalasiJimoh (referring to Friday Jumat mosque, that is the Lagos central mosque,
GKAOK Aa I Wdzykd Y2aljdzSuz Aa Yeé 2¢6y aSOOF® Ly
Anytime | come here, | believe | am in Mecca. One of the reasons why | like this place, apart from

the central location for my trade, is that | feel closer to Alldielieve Allah is in the mosque and

he is watching me as | go about my trading business. | want to be fair to everyone and everyone

| see always see me as a good person. | am always content with whatever | have, well or bad, it
isthewillof Allah. If Im{ S alfSa 2NJy20x AG Aa !'fflKQa gAff

fan enjoy life.

Insight:
1. Gt SNE2Y Il f ¢ &LJ OSY RAQGAYS aLl OSY {spaBeg/AFAOI
psychology and conformity of behaviouifhe imposing nature ahe central mosque
impacts significantly on the disposition of Ramota, albeit subconsciously. She is not only
a trader, but a representative of her religion. This is a subtle form of conformity and the
impact is reflected in her liberal attitude to lifehieh shows in her behaviour as she seeks

to attract customers to herself
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1 Communality & human relations:



The premises of the Lagos central mosque is a prime location which Ramota shares with several
other traders, selling various forms of goods and in various positions around the mosque. Like
wkY2dls a2y$8S 2F (GKSaS UGUNIXYRSNA I NNA@GS SINIeszs a
trade. Ramota ensures that she greets everyone, within her vianitywithin her visual range.

E kaaro o ;

salaamalekun,

a ku oro aje o,

se ejidaadalaaro,

aje a wogba

These are some of the popular varieties of greetings she offers to everyone as applicable to each
gender,religion,and mood. She offers these varieties of greetings as stated abov&oruba.

This is to reflect the diversity of culture, orientation, religion, and gender of these traders. Despite

the fact that she comes before most of these traders, she ensuresstimigreets everyone

first! This is a radical shift from what obtains in a typical Yoruba setting where the younger ones

are expected to gret the elders first. Looking at her, Ramota appears to be the eldest person
among the street market traders.

Furthermore, her positioning offers her an opportunity for all round greeting experience and to
NEOSAG@S Ydzt AL S GOK2NHzé NBalLlRyaSasz FTNRY 6KA
family experiences.

Gl g2y2Y2y 12K ht2Ndzy | &2 61 ¢

Ramota ensurethat she greets everyone, including the sanitation workers cleaning the mosque.
She greets by standing on her spot and turning round as she faces everyone. Her vintage position
gives her the advantage of all round view towards her and from her. Stangliagdwatching

her greet gives an impression of her performing on a stage, with the other traders as the audience
on the ramp up seats.

Ramota has special regards fir these ones as they are responsible for cleaning the Nnamdi Azikwe
Street- including the car park where she does her trading.

"Awonobirinyiinsisetakuntakumwon ni konjekiibiyii doti rara, ti emi nfirii lo ".



A typical day starts after exchange of greetings. Greetings set everyone in the right mood. Among
GKS [ 2NUzFQa GKSNB Aa | 20 2F AYLRNIFyOS Fidd
communality. It is customary to greet people, no matteugatate of mind or circumstances.
Anybody who fails to greet is treated as an outcast or regarded as insane. This fact cannot be
overemphasized, especiallya setting such as this where goodwill among traders is an essential
part of daily business andio also stimulate human support in times of need, otherwise you are
treated as an outcast and this can lead to bad consequences such as victimization, backbiting ,
gossiping and in extreme cases, witch craft attack....... !
¢CKS fAYSIFEN O2yFAIdzNF GA2Y 0SG6SSy .| f23dzy ai NI
from Martins Streetinto Nnamdi Azikwe street and Oluwole motor park, the open nature of the
shops in the mixed use buildings along this route, and the proximity of the building edges to the
public spaces, which includes the busy pedestrian and vehicular way; these enhances
opportunities for visual and verbal connectivity. Hence, Ramota is able to see, greet, interact and
exchange pleasantries with familiar tradersrh diverse ethnicities on her way to the central
Y2aljdzZS® ¢KA&a |f&a2 Llzida KSNJ AYy GKS NARIKOG FNI Y
suggests social & psychological impact of this array of spaces and contacts on her being.
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Significance of visual and verbal interaction:

- O

Visual and verbal interactions are major aspects of socialization in everyday life among Nigerians.
They are cultural symbols of connectivity and societal living; hence, they is encouraged as part of
everyday living. They enhance sense of belonging, krgppéiople and are a form of gateway to
experiencing life. All these underpin the social aspect of living, which is underexplored in our
planning.One can be among, see, and hear others, and experience how other people are
functioning in different settingshrough the chances for encounters and daily activities in public
areas of a city or residential area (Gehl, 200L)r homes and workplaces shape our personalities
and the way we act. However, the interaction between humans and their surroundings-is two
way. To put it another way, humans are both affected by and have an effect on their surrounding
environment(lbid.
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Migrant culture, mixed use identity and optimal use of space:

This picture shows the afternoon scene of mixed use nature of mediunbrigdding onNnamdi Azikwe Street, dominated by Igbo traders. This
building shows the capacity of the building to serve as residential accommodation / commercial purposes. Even the macginaffigmt of

the building, which doubles as parking space is usefulifplal and marketing. Every space has its purpose. The balcony is not only a corridor,
but an outdoor display area overlooking the street. At night, these corridors become lobbies for sleeping or chillingreet-[seld survey,

2015).



Slight vehicular traffic build up:

Meanwhile as these negotiations are going on, a slight vehicular traffic begins to build up on the street. This includes

mainly commercial vehicles, such as yellow buses, keke NAPEP and okada vehicles. Becauee-deitsity

pedestrian traffic on the street, these vehicles are speeding past without observing the speed limit

[Insight: increased speed as attribute of space time construct in order to save time]

Ideally, they are supposed to move slowly but because of the nil chances of getting passengers along this route, the
drivers simply speed off, in order to space time, and also taking advantage of the fact that there are no traffic officials

orlaw enforcersy i | 3Syi{ia I NRdzyR® ¢ K S NB FrachtacK) FRINJI KNI O SrirX
vehicles

These vehicles are slightly filled up and one can see the conductor shouting for passengers as the speed past.
Meanwhile, along the street and #&te Oluwolemotor park, private vehicles begin to park, as the corporate sector

workers begin to arrive at their work place at banks located on Nnamdi Azikwe street, Madam Tinubu square and its
environs . Apart from the Oluwole motor park, these workers park thdiicles along the premises of the madam

Tinubu square area and the available limited parking spacteeir buildings.

Isah, the Traffic Warden

Among the local boys is Isah, a young man between the ages of 23 and 30 years. Isah is in charge of coordinating
traffic into and out of the park. He works on the morning and afternoon shift from Mondays to Fridagsetsees

GKA& aLSOG 2F GKS Y2G2NJ LI N} G2dzi odzaAySaasd 'a azvSzy
FNASYRf@Q LISNE2Z2Yy O moh ardaO KA yi &2 NIRRSDE (T2NB20 (dSAKYA O S 2 6y SN
income;hence he dresses in a neat and bright cloghin order to get noticed, gain respect afavor.

From his outlook, it is easy to assume that he is a playboy, but from his comments, one can conclude that he is also

a devoted Muslim.

bL Y @SNEB fdzO1eé Ay GKA& &Ll OSed Ly FI Ol AlcrddeBifYoa G KI G
the Lagos central mosque) to bless me anytime | am on duty. At times, | make close to N2, 000 just from standing

and directing trafficd SN2 o2Reé fA{1Sa YS® L GNB G2 06S 322R (2 SOSNR2
When he is tired, for instance, on a hot day, he relaxes by sitting with one of the street vendors nearby, who have
become familiar with him and are ready to accommodate him under their shade. For these nearby traders, this kind
gestureisaformof ackndvS RISYSy i 2F G KS S NN (@dedl bof, ard dlsoR Ftrategyy | K= | &
to win favor ¢ maybe later! It also represents a meeting point for street hawkers, especially those selling baked

pastries, locatlelicaciesand drinks to market thir goods.



G9alLISOAlIffte&s CNARIFI® A& | o0dzaéd RFEe&X YR GKFG A& gKSy L
the mosque to thank God. Pray and then relax with my guys. Luckily the hawkers are still around, so | will enjoy
myself"

On this moment, he needed assistance from his pals to handle the commotion. One driver, in a hurry has blocked

the passage and everybody is in a standstill. Even the street trader at the junction has to move his wares off the
ground "lest they be trample  dzLIMgfthew 7:6

"Please watch your tyre, mind my goods. Abeg".

Meanwhile, Ramota looks on from across the road. She has gotten used to seeing such moments. "Lagosians! If only

they can be patient with themselves. In any case, where are we all rushing to? "

This phenomenomeflectsthe state of the built environment, in which high population and land use density create

a tendency for competitive spatiélehavior In other words, high population and land use density creates a feeling

2F O2YLINBaaSR OAade aLl OS (KSNBoe S@21Ay3a GKS AyadAaAyOila:
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[Emergence of area boys: Scene of confrontation]

Local youths, otherwise known as area boys, begin to arrive on the scene. They take different roles and spread about

the street. Some ofhem disappear into Oluwole, others stroll up towards the Madam Tinubu square end of the

Nnamdi Azikwe street, while a couple of them stay on the central mosque area of the Nnamdi Azikwe street. They

are [casually] well dressed and those that stayed arotivedcentral mosque area begin to stroll leisurely towards

the street market traders majority of whom have already setup while a few are still setting up. The traders on the
Oluwole end, for instance, occupy the entire stretch of the walkway, therefoeeldbal boys are forced to stay on

the edge of the street. They are there to issue daily tickets to the traders. One can hear some of the traders appealing

to these area boys to come back later, as they are just setting up for the day. The boys resgomehibyng about
SFNIASNI WRAAILIRAYGYSYGaQ gAGK  tFad g NYyAy3a o6SF2NBE LI
The local boys collect tolls from the traders. They act as agents for the government [and for themseltresspas
tollsNBLINB&ASydGa | F2N¥ 2F WLDwQ F2NJ GKS 20Kt 3208SNYyYSyao

to them, this is an arranegement with the local government and only then can handlétBik y = A 2206l 2 (2
2 2SS 1Q22ll &S g2y Yob2Yie & $BF M RO AMEF KN GA &S
fd2y2 (Q2KdzyLI ®elS IS ¢2 25 ARZ2 RE2 dY2 d [summhaty: vérseethis T dzy | ¢ 2
area. This area is our birth right. The governmeaie not bring anybody from outside to come and collect tolls,

otherwise, there will be serious consequences!]

5 Afe& GAO1SU A& A&adadzsSR Ay 2NRSNI G2 O2tft SO0 aiNIRS LISN)YA
adesignated local agemtarea boys, go about early in the morning as the traders arrive, in order to collect the tolls

for the day. Due to the vastness and interconnected nature of various locations in the CBD, these local boys are
distributed into zones within each territoryfthis io conveniently cover the traders within each zone and monitor

the activities therein. Unfortunatelythere are occasional clashes among the local boys in each zone as confusion

arises occasionally about the status of particular tradgparticularly street hawkers, who, by the characteristic of

their trade, do not have a stable location, hence, leadmthe confusion. Given the sensitivity of the issue involved

¢ money, and the experience of tension and skirmishes often leading to extreme cases of loss of lives and properties,

the eti¢ osa local government, in collaboration with the state governmeat;ehstationed security operatives, both

4 dzy RSNO2@GSNJ aAy YdzZF A 2N L} byliyoliz&xfv anil kréeRis the ateg/ R 2 T T A OS NJ
This daily ticket ian assefor the traders. It represents their right to trade and becomes a forrdedénseagainst

any harassmentd LIN2 6 SOGA2Y Y2ySeeé¢d LG faz2z NBLNBaSyda GKS YSI a
n of the tickets daily, weekly of more represents the cycle of work for a giggnd.

a2al 2F GKS GNIRSNBZI LI NUAOdzZ I N¥ & GKS FSYIfSasz dza$S LISNI

the ticket into the purse for safe keeping and for daily financial account. Some resort to keeping the ticket in their



WoNIF Qb ¢KA& A& R2YyS Ay (KS LiN@dnddlyORor tieTnalés kh8y kedp tNatigkgts 0 dzi

in their pockets or hand it to the female counterparts for safe keeping.

The significance of the daily ticket corresponds with the notion of space as a commodity with its distinctive

conceptualization (Harvey, 1973). This informal / quasi formal arrangement corresponds with the concept of parking

tickets charged for time allotad for the parking spacéhis is a typical practice, especially in urban areas of wealthy

countries.such as Nottingham. Significantly, the same occurs in Oluwole Motor Park but it reflects a more informal,

open arrangement.

KASALI THE TAX COLLECTOR

Kasali, who was already patrolling the mosque area, and engaging in conversation with a social worker, spots

wkY2dlz ¢gltl1a dz2J G2 KSNJFYR aLRtAGSteés Faita F2N dKS (N

her receipt, which she proceeds keep in her wrapper, in order to avoid possible misplacement. Ramota is treated

GAOGK GRAIYAGEE a aKS Aa 2fR Sy2dzZ3K qRafoISYFI1a2 4 3DAENDY 2d )
84¢ & SELSNASYOS

Gdzy LINBRAOGIO6f Sé¢d YFalfA (GKSy LINPOSSR&A G2 GSdz 23AaS¢ wl

ro=

(as Ramota is fondly referred to) is very carefulna2t® F Sy R (G KS G628

watching all along, with keen interest, and departs to meet another trader.
Everybody is expecting him, as usual, or any of his other "brothers". They all know what expect and are prepared.
On this day Kasali, approaches Ramota for the daily-talisusual. He retorts1 ¢ KS Y2y Sé A& O2 YLz a2
trader here. Everybody must cooperate! Otherwise there will be wahala. This money is used for protection and rights
G2 GNIRS® LF &2dz R2y Qi LI e&xX y2 {(NIRS® {AYLIDOEMORS | NB S«
Ad OKAO1Sy OKIy3aSao
After collecting the toll, Kasali walks casually across the Nnamdi Azikwe Street from Oluwole motor park entrance.
He strides majestically into the street without looking left or right. After all, this is his "territory", his "home". He was
born here andche has lived all of his life here. He knows everywhere and everybody. Suddenly, a kekeNapep tricycle
speeds towards him in the middle of the road and grounds to a sudden halt thereby producing a Screeching sound.
Halt! Whew!! That was close!!!
The following confrontation ensued:

"Ki lo nworry e oriranni? Abi ibolonja lo? O fekatitini? A boo fagbo, laarokutukutu? O jejekori e pe! Olorunyo e

peinu mi ndu, Kanipe o Fi pangolo e gba mi ni, oobagha2 S 1 Q2&A 2 NA 0 dzNHzl dzYl I f 2® hft

- Kasali
"Chineke me, (mgoodness! goodness gracious !!), Eehn, This early morning, see me see trouble o, This guy wants
to get me into trouble, See how he is walking majestically on the street, as if he has nothing to do, Yeye man.

2 30Ay3 KAa f ATFS degbvénnent tfia is tolératingdofld likefydu Yjusticadll€ziing iokey from

honest traders, like a begger, an able bodied man like me!



His mates are in their office trying to do something useful with their lives, while he is just patrolling the street.
Instead of trying to do something useful with his life. If only government can deal with useless miscreants like this. |
R2y Qi 1y®RY IsNSNR2AY3I Ay (KAa O2dzyiNB® L 2dzal
- kekenapep driver (ibo man)
bYQ2air tf2x 28SNBs O6YFIRYlyo 188 § 2 yA R
- Kasali

This scene played out as everybody looked on. Nobody appeared surprised at all. Scenes such as this are a regular
occurrence on the street and in other locations of the island, especially Idumota, where there is a major motor park.
Ly FI Oizx &jasrR'mitl e pedddfSl'y This dcene represents a tip of what can actually happen.
According to Ramota, she has witnessed occasions, where a fight broke out and the driver was severely lynched and
the vehicle damaged and the passengers left stranded. This occurred because Friends and brothers of the area boy
joinedinand started raining f 2 6a 2y (KS KI LI Sda RNADGSNWP ¢KS LI aaSy3asSN]
the driver, as eye witnesses, coupled with the fact that they were in a htingymain reason why they boarded the
tricycle and not a commercial bus, which can takegkmtime to fill up with passengers. Some of these passengers,
especially females, who are usually more vocal.
[Insights]
A This is a clash of interests showing how diverse life circumstances leads to clashes. It also shows how the forces

of rapid urban growth not only bring people of diverse ethnicities together, but also leads to a ctediawforal

characteristics, background circumstances, lifestyle patterns and ideologies.
A Significance of vernacular as means of quick verbal exchange.
A This scene indicates the significanceefitoriality, rights tospacemeaning interpretation of identity anduse,

as anintrinsic component of urban life's dynamics.
A The border between formality and informality is very narrdhis is because needs and products bring people

together and language becomes a tool of connectivity and social interaction

A This scengrovides an insight into negotiation techniques and how the space responds as such.
[Arrival of mosque officials]

The mosque officials also begin to arrive, some in their cars while others on foot. Two of the cars parked in
the parking space in front of the mosque, hence Ramota had to adjust her space in order for the driver to
parkthecarsW{ I £ I I Y | f S Tgt€is Scprdial ralati@shi Se@veen the mosque officials and

the traders around the mosqueincluding petty ones like Ramota.



[Insight: space as platform for expression of lifestyle pattern]

Space affords opportunity for cordiality as integral part of lifestytleis includes the overlap of commerce

and culture and religion space. This connotes the significance of the satticral and historical as integral

to sociog economic and politidein an informal spatial setting. | leant that there had been attempts before
now, to ban traders from the mosque premises, due to its iconic significanceaamddnessf the space.
However, after much pleading, lobbying and bargaining from the fabradeshlers with shops around the
mosque [majority of whom are Muslim women, and as such, worshippers and stakeholders in the central
mosque, coupled with the fact that in Islam every space is sacred to the activities of the faithful], the rule

was relaxed ad street market activities around the mosque continued.
[Activities build upc¢ vehicles, pedestrians, hawkers]

Furthermore, activities continue to increase on the street, as more vehicles are seen driving past. Nnamdi

Azikwe is @ne-way street, and at this time most of the privately owned vehicles are coming to park, while

the ones leaving are the public transport ones. This public transport vehicles are driving towards Idumota,

which is at the end of thene-wayNnamdi Azikwe Street. As the day goes on and activities continue to pick

dzLJ> G KSaS Lzt AO GNIYyaLR2NI @GSKAOf SWT I FRI AYKS  WydzaZaSW
which is a form of visual diversion to the visual monotony, which the street market traders are subjected

G2 RdzS G2 GKSAN O2yFAYSYSyid Ay 2yS aLIl O0S Ift2y3 (K
walking along thetgeet, as is the case with cart pushers moving goods from one location to another. Soon,
municipal authorities patrol cars [CBD task force, MOPO], who had been concentrated at CMS area, begin

to arrive on the scene, driving leisurely with some taking ttmgreet traders who respond back. Among

the traders greeted is Ramota who seems very familiar with thexapecially with her vantage position in

front of the Lagos central mosque. Among the patrol vehicles, one of them packs beside the masque

vantagestation to monitor happenings on the street as activities begin to pick up.
[Insight: visual connectivity enhancing culture of social interaction]

As activities increase on the street, the resultant population concentration begins to reveal the congested
nature of the street. This enhances visual connectivity as people begin to move in close proximity. As a
result, there is social interactions amoting people as they are forced to engage with each other, especially

as this is early morning and it is expecteculturally ¢ that good manners is a prerequisite for a good day.

[Nnamdi Azikwe Street as setting of encounter]



la GKS aGNBSO O2yiGAydzsSa G2 wO2YS IfAGPSQ: wlyY2dlF 068S:
street. With these, her day begins to take shape. On the day of visit for this sample study, the people [actors]
include: area boys, corporate sector workers, Okada drivers, Danfo and keke NAPEP drivers, religious
people, sanitation workers, street hawkers, visitors, shopper, local residents, municipal authority officers

[CBD task force, vigilante, LASTMA], street mariaeters.
[Insight: shaping lived experiences in space]

These categories include individuals and groups of diverse age, gender, religion, ethnicity, attitudes,
interests, background in the city space. They occur at different frequencies and have diverse effects on the
experiences of Ramota. In addition, eaci @& NJ 2 NJ ANRB dzLJ 2F I OG 2 NAR 2c8I&SE NBR dzy A
to the lived experience of the space. This is achieved via outlookemalioraldisposition. These qualities

are in turn determined by their respective disposition to the space, whialrimis influenced by their world

view and role[s] in the space. This is the basis of the nature culture and perception of the city.

Presence of streehawkers:space of opportunity, strategic positioning, ephemeral space, expanded boundaries,
momentary peak period

It is11:00 amand it is quite sunny on Nnamdi Azikwe street. Fortunately, the sky is clear and no sign of rain. One
can hear the chants from the mosque in the background.

Street hawkers patroleverywhere onNnamdi streetand everywhere on Lagos CBD. However, their activities is
concentrated around major rogdnctions atmadam Tinubu square, CMS and Nnamdi Azikwe street. They thrive on
opportunities and timing in order to target customers, as their position is not fixed. They move sirgiigups of

two or more and they are made up of gender or product population groups. Their products range from soft drinks,
bottled water, snacks, handkerchiefs and other everyday items. Ord#tyisas usual, several of them have passed,
chatting, looking, negotiatingransacting withtheir wares.

The central mosque premises represents a location of high population concentration, multiple vehicular and
pedestrian movement patterns, and thus the high possibility of meeting potential customers. This fact is enhanced
by the concentration of street maet traders on both sides adhe NnamdiAzikwe road; those aroundthe entry

gate and parking space of the mosque, stretclingothsides of themosque.lt alsoincludes thosen the Oluwole

side of the road, positioned on theedestrian walkwaysand thase around the entrance into the Oluwole motor
park, which doubles as thoroughfare that connects into Martins street and an exit / entry point for pedestrian with
LI N] SR OFNE Ayid2 htdwz2ftSo ¢ KA& KAIK Habyliakpdak petiodOat y OSy G N.
the dayc early afternoon, when there is significant builg of vehicular traffic. Furthermore, this peak time is when
corporate sector workers have settled and transacting outdoor business negotiatjgarsicularly bank marketes,

stockbrokers
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pedestrian movement, which stimulate the presence of these hawkers. At the moment, thepsitned in

Of dza G S NA sardundh@fiontbfyhB@masq@e i KS LI NJ Ay 3 &Ll OST 6KAOK NBLINBAS
quick trade, as the other side Oluwole motor park, looks very busy , with pedestrian and vehicular movement,

hence the likelihood of hostility from the street markgissitioned there.

¢CKSNBF2NB:E GKS LINJAYy3I aLIl O0S 2F GKS [F32a OSYidNrt Y2al
compared with activities on the other side of the roaduring peak activity period, this side of the street becomes

a passagewafpr pedestrians as the street market fills up the other side. Furthermore, pedestrians divert to this side

2F GKS NRBIFIR Ay 2NRSNJ G2 3SG G2 Y20S WljdzaolfteQ G2 GKSANJ
various pedestrian encountsrwith Ramota{ y SELISOGSR FyR 4S8t O02YSR W@A2f | GA2Yy.
the transient presence dhe street hawkers.

[Insight]: behavioralconsciousness of sacred territoriality

[ 2YLRNIYSYd Ay (KS LiINBafsoyicG&ler2afd oth& Mistiade arduhdthe SidsEue.

The imposing nature of the mosque creates an awe of respect even during trading. Therefore, chatter becomes hush

in recognition of the territoial integrity of the mosque take care, someone is watching you!



Kunle, the handkerchief hawker [11:17am]: expanding the boundaries of trading space
Furthermore, at this time, there is a high concentration of vehicular traffic on the strzetell

as those going in and coming out of Oluwole Motor Park, thereby creating a cluster of vehicular
SyO2dzy i SNA® ¢ KS NBadzZ Gl y loncdh@aion BiZpadesdigh® onNds & dzf § &
parking side of the mosque where Ramota and other street market traders are located. In
addition, by this time, diverse groups and individuals from the corporate/ formal sector have
settled in their offices and are nowan field errand, which brings them to the street. It is in this
type of scenario that hawkers like KUNLE thrives [see picture of researcher patronizing him].
Kunle is a young man between age 18 and 21 years, selling handkerchief and other fabric
materials. He carries these about with a wooden upright mobile display rack, which doubles as a
display and shade. Seeing the commotion on the street, he slows dooks, dsound and surveys

the situation and waitg an opportunity beckons for him.



| approached him as | was feeling very hot at this moment, hence his arrival was timely. | was
interested in what he was selling. Mlese whiles he was standing in front of Ramota, who did

not seem to mind! This kind of scenario was to be expected at this time of the day, and it kept

Wi 2y SteQ NI RSNAR f A1 &inaddittigretaigetting idet ndticéENE2 Y 06 2 NS R 2
Soonsevera 2 dzil Ka 22AYy Ay (2 OKSO]1 VYdzyft SQa 3I22Ra |\
him veryconspicuousand his style of display is quite unique. Before long, he is bombarded by a
ONRBGR 2F WLROISYUGAFf OdzZAG2YSNRQ ¢6K2 FNB | ddNF C
vehicular commotion is still on and pedestrians are still being forced to divert ni@rement

Ayia2 wkY2dlFQa LI GKd ¢KA& LISRSaG NRatgct nidle @S NA A 2
hawkers, selling minerals and drinks,cmme and seize the opportunity to tradgts free for all

now! This fact is further compounded by the movement of people into and out of the mosque,
thereby increasing the population of pedestrians. From experience, these hawkers know that this

is a fleeting opportunity to make brisk sales in front of the Lagos cleminaque.

Ramota has gotten used to this kind of scene and she seems to enjoy it, as she is able to get
noticed, too¢ but she has to stand up! Soon, a young lady passing by, but also caught in the
LISRSAGNALY GNIFFAO Aa T2NOSRspibduct Byt sEeSieedsh G K w
at that moment, and seizing the opportunity, of the moment, instead to going further down the

road, she negotiates with Ramota, who readily persuades her and ends up buying 3 combs at

N25: 00 each.

Good bargain!

CSStAy3a GKANRGEe:X wlY2il 06S0O12ya G2 2yS 2F (KS
gl GSNRP® ! yF2NIdzy 6Steés GKAA 028 RAR y20 KI @S
hawkers if they had. The boy was kind enoughdnorthis request. Hasignaledo his colleagues,

who, by now had begun to drift into the pedestrian crowd and were also mingling with the go

aft 29 OGSKAOdZ ' NJ GNIF FFAOP {SSAy3a GKIFG KS gl ayQi
Ramota and ran to the other sidé the road to meet another hawker who was just coming into

the scene from the direction of Alli Balogun Street. He was able to convince this hawker to follow

him towards Ramota, which she eagerly did and sold 2 sachets of cold pure water to her at N5:00



each. Before she could turn to leave, this female hawker was besieged by up to 6 pedestrians,
who had noticed her selling to Ramota. She ended up selling almost every sachet of pure water
she had. Thanks to the colleague who called her and Ramotgatnanizedher.

A winwin situation for all in the face of adversity!

Activities ofstreet hawkers on the premises of the Lagos central mosque. This includes Kunle, the handkerchief
street hawker (source: field study, 2015)



The time is now 12:01 prnd just then, a melon seller, named ABakr, shows up with his wheelbarrow, partially
full of watermelons[space of friendship, diversity, cooperation and collaboration] Ramota andBaku meet

regularly in thispaceand they have a cordial relationship which has helped them in their respective trade. It seems



that Abu-Bakr has come in at the right moment as he also gets noticed and he too was able to make saRakrAbu

is a man from the one of the tribes in the middle belt states in Nigeflpe. He is also a Muslim and speaks 3

language< his local Nupednguage, Hausa, Yoruba, and Pidgin English.

Meanwhile, the traffic build up is still there, even though there is slow movement. More street hawkers have
gathered on the street, chatting and looking for customers ISAH THE TRAFFIC WARDEN appears exhausted. It is now
verysunny,and he appears tired. Fortunately, among the hawkers who have arrived are bus sellers. Buns is a locally
0Fr1SR ayl Ol dzadzatte SISy Ay GKS IFFTiSNy22ya yR S@OSyAy
serves as substitute for proper meals.

Isah signals and walks towards the buns seller, who immediately turns back. A quick exchange of N20:00 earns him

n odzyad ! RR Waz2YSOiKAYy3dIQ y2pKé LalK &FART aK2g¢g YdzOK Aa
aStf SNJ NBLX AsSRal onk the@in the bakdSNKI A28y S¢ > Lal K LRAYGSR FyR 02
addthat? Okag G 1S @2dz2NJ GKAYy3IZ L Y y20 0d2Ay3a | IFAYH b2éx

F 3 Ay HE LAFK NBG2NIGSR yaNxateé yR aG§2N¥YSR 2FFo

wkY2ilz gK2 ¢l a ¢Sttt LIXIFOSR (G2 KSIN GKS O2y@SNEI(GA2Y >
0SGGSN) aSft (G2 KAYH La dGKFG y20 o0SGGSNI dKFy y20 aSttay
you know whetherhewf f O NAYy 3 &2dz I322R f dz01 Ké wl Y2Gl O2yGAydzsSRZ
bought that much from you? At least it is not only you selling this product. You better wakeé up

The buns seller took the advice and called Isah. The exchange was remade. Isah collected his buns and turned to
Ramota to thank him. As a token of appreciation, He gave her one of the buns, which she accepted.

hyS 322R Gdz2NYy RS&ASNWBSa y20KSNXY LalrK aidAftf KIR KAa Y2y«
has lost nothing.

Smart move.

Isah looked in my direction, curiously and offered me one of his buns. | respedtaliped butthanked him. He

then proceeded to eulogize me thereby making me feel embarrassed, as people around were beginning to look
curiously at me. Sensing that he wanted me to buy something for him, | signaled to a pure water hawker who
happened topassbyan®bdzZa K H F2NJ KAY® aYlF{126FKFEEF GAS €22 YI 1Q:
L R2y Qi o6lyld lFye GNRdzofS6d L YdziiSNBR (2 YvYeasStfo

Meanwhile, Ramota eats her buns and threw the leftover on the ground in front of her, thanking Allah for the

provision. Just that moment three pigeons flew down and started struggling with the crumbs!

[Insight]: finding opportunities in chaos;ontested space



The commotion creates clusters of individuals and groups, leading to multiple, overlapping boundaries and traders
and others seek opportunities within a negative situation. Hence, there is a strong link between social interactions

and spatial compression
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Encounter with Pregnant Woman [12:30 p.m.]: Space of hospitality: extieng kind gesture, social interaction,
marketing and human compassion

It is now 12:30 pm and the sun is getting unbearable. As a result of the earlier commotion, there is still heavy
pedestrian and vehicular movement on the street. Time appears to be moving fast as there is so much distraction
from the movement on the streetMeanwhile the Islamic chant from the mosque continues and this becomes the
indicator of the time.

A heavily pregnant woman enters the scene, walking down the road along the side of the central mosque. She
appears to be a bank worker at the late stage of pregnancy. She had her ID card round her neck, which indicated her
status as a bank staff with zehibank atMadamTinubu square. Significantly, she was wearing a casual $iippgr.

It was obvious as she was moving with difficulty, that her EDD was near. From the size of her pregnancy, | could
estimate that she was about 8 months pregnant. You could tell from the look on her face that she was stressed, she
was sweating as a result bthe heat and humid weather, and she was also struggling with the wind blowing on her
face- a product of the road acting as a air corridor.

b9 tStS 2> LA21FESEYTEYA 6alFS RSTtAOGSNEBOUI 9 (dzzedzZ 2yl
This lady was holding a thick but transparent nylon containing plastic flask and water container. She was walking
from the direction of the Oluwole Park. This is an indication that she was coming from one of the local food canteens
inthe park. Lookingd# SNE 2y S g2dZ R 62yRSNJ gK& &aKS RARyQi aSyR az2y
worth it? | wondered.

Most women would have gone on leave from work or would be restricting their movement to short distances at this
stage of pregnancy, hence, her ability to walk is an indication her ruggedness or a sign of following medical advice
to exerciseto be strong for a safe delivery. Whichever it was, | was not going to find out. My job was to enjoy and
learn from the scene that followed:

She crossed the Nnamdi Azik®treet andwalked towards the motor park at the Lagos central mosque. The street

was clear at this moment, so she had no need to rush while crossing. She crossed slowly and a bit comfortably. As
stated earlier the motor park of the central mosque represents a ledvgde to human and vehicular traffic on
Nnamdi Azikwe Street. This must have been a subconscious reason that has influenced her decision to cross the
road.

Significantly, the central mosque side of the street aligns with zenith bank, hence | guess she was trying to avoid
needing to cross again until she got to her office. Furthermore, the mosque area represents a leeward side in terms
of ease of movement andvailable space. This side of the road was shaded at this time, and full of Yoruba women
whom she was familiar with, including her fabric customers. At this time, however, incidentally, she walked towards
Ramota, unintentionally, it seems. Ramota, beingetty trader however chose to seize this opportunity to reach
out to this pregnant womarg I aadlk yRIFNRE gl & 2F YINJSGAy3I adaNrGS3eszs

Nigerians are known to be sympathetic people, especially to vulnerable groups sinié @regnant woman.



Fortunately, this pregnant woman responded by greeting Ramota, in return. A sign ofmavelered, educated

and cultured Yoruba woman. The pregnant woman leaned on one of the cars to rest and facing Ramota, she began

to chat with her, while AbtBakr boked on with keen interest. The three of them formed a triangle of social space.

Ramota sensed her distress and offered this pregnant woman her seat. Curiously, | noticed that other traders around,
especially the female fabric sellers and the sanitatiamkers were watching with keen interest and a sense of slight
apprehension for her state. One of the fabric traders offered her a stool, which she respectfully but cheerfully
declined, but expressed deep appreciation for the kind gesture.

alrz2g OFry L GF1S F aSrd GKIFG L R2yQlO 1y26 6K2 KFa dzaSR )
- GNXYRSNJ GKFd L R2yQi 1y26r GKIF{G YdzOKZ S@Sy G(GK2dza3K &kKs$s
kind to me. Hmmm, Do | kmoher real intentions, especially as | am pregnant and god forbid! If anything goes wrong.

hyS KIFLa G2 06S aYINI FyR 0S aSOdNAGE O2yalOArz2dzad ¢KAA Az
wrong. My husband, #aws, parents and siblings@S &6 N}y SR YS ¢w! { ¢ bh hb9HE

- | wondered within me, based on common knowledge about precautionary measures for pregnant women in public
spaces

This pregnhant woman claimed that seating at times makes her uncomfortable in her state, especially with a low

stool. Ramota willingly agreed without making a fuss. This pregnant woman however, remained standing leaning
against the car and continued her cmrsation. She must be enjoying the warmth and friendliness of Ramiota

the open, public space. At this moment, people were passing by and watched as they walked on.

Just then, a young woman came along, spotted -Bbailr, and requested to buwatermelon After a brief

negotiation, not more than 2 minutes she bought 2 at N10:00 each. This woman must be a regular customer, judging

by the speed of the transaction. After making the payment and receiving her goods, she proceeded to thank Abu

Bakr, and then ttned to politely greet RAMOTA and the pregnant lady in Yoruba, to which they responded with a

smile. Among the Yoruba's this is a sign of a well cultured person withrgaaders. They all responded to her
greetingsand she walked away. AlBakr was smiling as he pocketed the money, while showing a sign of gratitude

to Allah for the sale. Suddenly, as if he had a brainwave, or that god was about to answer his prayers again, Abu
offered this pregnant woman the water eton. She seemed undecided whether to buy or not. Sensing this
indecision, Ramota interfered by advising her on the health benefit, freshness and quality of the product. This the
pregnant woman could not digge and seeing that another lady had just bought 2 and walked away. This put her in

' O2YLINRYAAAY3TI LRaAAGAZ2Y D 9@Sy (K2dza3K &aKS glayQid LI Fyy
accommodating, as she had given her some of her time, she had sesgbedy had just bought this product

without a fuss and as an educated person, she knew the benefits of such fruits. This woman, out of courtesy brought

out N20:00 to buy one, AbBakr seeing the money thought she wanted two and gave her the two, buytitbigant

woman insisted that she could only afford one and that she had not planned to buy in the first place, to which

everybody laughed and agreed. Abu the proceeded to almost reluctantly give her N10:00 change. This woman



thanked him and attempted to give him back the extra fruit. Anakr looked at her and said that she should keep

it. The pregnant woman thanked Abu and Ramota and then proceeded to take her leave.

As she was walking away towards the fabric sellers, Ramota stood up to offer advice on the need to avoid walking
but to send somebody from her office. This is to avoid undue stress and any unforeseen unfavorable outcomes. Abu
then chipped in that if she By Qi YAYRX KS O2dz R LJ O1+F3S G4KAA LINRRdAzOG |
regular basis. The pregnant woman stood looked back, with the traders looking at her with a sign of approval of the
wisdom in the suggestion. To this, she was almosthe®y out from her complementary card, then she suddenly
stopped. Rather, she brought out a bank leaflet and wrote on it the cashier department. One of the fabric sellers
offered to assist her pass this to Abu.

Suddenly the pregnant woman stopped and turned back as if she forgot something. She reached out into her purse
and brought out complementary cards bearing her details. She handed these to the fabric sellers and to Abu, who
eagerly showed this to Ramotahi3 is an opportunity for marketing, which is likely to attract positive response due

to her manners, and her pregnangg sentimental gesture. At the same time, it represents a risk, given the diabolical

tendencies of certain individuals.

1:00 pm: extendinghelping hand to visitors

It is 1:00pm andhe commotion has eased up a bit. Pedestrians are now able to resume their free movement.
Vehicles are moving freely as well. The street hawkers have also dispersed, with more patrolling the street. However,
Kunle has moved on. Everything is easing ujt, dbt there is still high concentration of pedestrian movement.

Among the diverse population of people that come to Nnamdi Azikwe Street are male and female visitors, who have
SAGKSNI wi2ad GKSANI gl@Q 2NJ ySSR FaairadlyOS Ay 2NRSNI (2
the mixed use, compact nate of the built environment around the street. Furthermore, the few road signs of the
street, particularly those around the street market areas, have been totally or partially covered by advertisements
or almost unnoticeable due to their obscure location.

This makes human interaction very importatd, get detailed explanation about arlgcation This enhances the
significance of street market traders and street vendors or any other personnel playipgeitylar role in the city

space ¢.g.,sanitation workers, municipal authorities].

In Lagos, it is quite risky to engage with strangers [that is, unknown pedestrians witleo similar visitors]. This

is due to a high level of distrust among the Lagosians, given the high occurrence of theft, pickpocketing and
kidnapping for rituals and other diabolical reaso®éten, it is not the case with street hawkers, who are strategically
located in the public and are known to be willing to engage with strangesfsom to these traders can be regarded

as potential customers, if for no otherason, than to market their goods and thus represents a form of good will

service. Furthermore, strangers are more comfortable with these hawkers as they are expected to have [at least] a



knowledge of the area, since they interact with diverse individuals and population groups and move about, in the
course of them making their living from the street.

This is the situation with Ramota, at this time of the day. Asvadikslooking to and fro, talking to herself, singing,

and at the same time fanning herself and her combs and shifting and blowing her traakbbad excused himself

and crossed to the other side of the road, leaving his tray of fruits behind with Ramodi@gk after. 2 strangers
[women in traditional Yoruba attire] approached Ramota and asked for directions. She willingly stood up and tried
to describe the location from her positiat the central mosque, using her hands to show the direction to follow. It
seemed that they are trying to locate Idumagbo, which is further up the Nnamdi Azikwe Street. After explaining the
direction and theyare beingsatisfied, these strangers thanked Ramota and proceeded to take their leave, waving
goodbye, with Ramota doing the same. Not long after, these women came back to Ramota. One of them opened
her purse [secretly] and brought out N200:00 which she handed mv&amota. Ramota was surprised, tkiimg

that they wanted to patronize her. They said it was simply a token of good will for her kindness. Still reluctant, she
said she did it for free, as it cost her nothing to describe a place to a fellow human being. They replied that that
gesture was théasis of their offer to her and that they are members of a Christian evangelical ministry who do not
decimateanyone no matter the tribe, religion, ethnicity or race [| was pleasantly surprised!]. Therefore, this was a
F2NXY 2F WNBI OK kawds sé sirprided Statingkhat ke tow ha¥ r@spect for every religion, particularly
good Christians if they are calling on God, and people practice what they preach, which is a problem with Nigerians,
and lagosians in particularso religious, but few practitioners. With this, Ramota willingly took the money, prayed
for these women and they turned to leav

Shortly after, a credit and thrift lady [lyaalajo] came to Ramota. After exchanging greetings, the lady requested for
wlkY2ilQa ¢SS{1te O2yiNAROGdziA2Yy ® wl Y23GlF I+ @S KSNJ GKAA bwun
pleasantries and the lady left

[Insight]: Abstract space and the social dynasiof commerce, culture, religion and gender

1:30 pm: presence of religious devotees, presence of municipal authorities, personal encounter with sanitation
workers

It is 1:30pmand it is hot, sunny, humid and also time for worship. Nnamdi Azikwe Street contains a significant
ydzYo SNJ 2F Y2aljdzSaz FLING FNRBY (GKS [F32a OSYidNIft Y2ald:
responsible for the significant presence of maled female Muslims on the street. These Muslims belong to the
various sects, which is revealed in the varieties of outfits, which also shows the level of devotion to the religion.
Among them are those that could be classified as extreme.

During the day, several devotees, men, women, children, young, old walk along the street, on both sides. However,

everyone minding his / her own business.



During this period, there is a bit of cleaning to do on the street as it was busy and the sanitary workers are still
around. During this period, the social workers can be seen mingling with the street market traders, customers or just
hanging out in the ailable space. This seemed like a down time as the heat is intense. After returning from mid
day cleaning, the mosque space, which incidentally is quite shaded at this time, enabled these workers to gather and
chat.

Also,at this time mini vans begin to arrive to deliver goods drop goodaddtition, mobile product promoters have

arrived the scene, with their big vehicles packed at the tail end of Nnamdi Azikwe Street. The implication is that there
is double parking almost everywhere, for which the traders moved towarghield themselves from the sun.

As there is shortage of parking space, a car belonging to Lagos CBD tax force camentotparkorder of the

central mosque in Lago¥he drivers and occupiers then got out, greemderyonegenerally and then crossed to

0KS 20KSNJ aARS 2F (GKS NRIR® aSlIysgKAtSE GKSNB Aa | bh t
above the law? Or they are enjoying religious immunity?

Soon arl8-seaterToyota hiase van arrives. Ramota and Aakr had to move slightly. The driver called them back
saying that he would adjust his van so that they can continue to stay in the space. After all, he met them there and
did not want to disturb their business.

Who owns the space?

As all these was going on, the Igho street market traders were busy unwrapping their new products and sorting them
out for display in their location on the street. This led to the generation of waste materials from this process which
littered the street. Esewhere, trading transactions were taking place with hawkers, street marketers and
consequently, the street was being littered.

Almost immediately, the sanitation workers, who had left the scene and gone into groups came back to the street
to start cleaning up. They divided themselves into groups to clean up. Luckily the litters were not as much as the
morning, so it afforded somef them the opportunity to gist while working. Suddenly there was a gush of wind that
blew via the streetUnfortunately,it was hot sunny, and because it had not rained for a couple of days, there was
dust on the ground. As a result, this gush of windabibe dust particles as well as the litters and scattered them in

all directions. The traders and pedestrians had to dodge by either covering their face with bare hand, or changing
their direction or simply brave through it. Some pedestrians also tookeshslth the street market traders. As the

gush was full of dust, eventually everybody had to cover their face and eyes. The wind became stronger and traders
with exposed goods had to adjust tem by either covering them up or putting them away. The sanitatikers

who were initially getting ready to work had to suspend with mixedblessingsthough¢2y 2y S KIF yRX (GKSe@
KFE@gS G2 &a¢SSLI FIFLAYZ Fa Wyldd2NBQ KIR R2yS Al F2NJ GKSYT
means more work for them later in the day, or the following morning.

Poor Ramota was also caught in the gush of wind, as well. For her it is a mixed bjebsingind is a source of

comfort against the high humidity as well as being a carrier of dust, which is harmful to the eyes and dirties exposed



products thereby reducing their market value. Luckily, she had her hat which she kept on her and covered her
products with transparent PVC nylon. Furthermore, she moved her goods backwards to take advantage of the shelter
provides by the parked vehicles the mosque parking space. Eventually a male pedestrian, a corporate sector

worker sneaked in front of her. He sought for permission to stand there in order to avoid the wind, which she agreed,

to he expressed his gratitude. From his greeting Ramota datitiat he was a Yoruba and she proceeded to engage

him in conversation about the weather, to which he expressed his admiration about the courage of street traders in

the open, like Ramota, unlike people like himself who are in the corporate formal smutibthus spend most of

their time in the office. Sensing that this fellow was sympathetic to their plight, Ramota jokingly appealed to him to

help speak to the authorities about the plight of street traders, that they should provide affordable stallatso th

they can move indoors. This guy promised to speak on her behalf, but he then argued that would it not be better for

the traders to come together and pressurise the local authorities to provide designated space for them in the open,

but with adequate prwision of shelter? Just like a properly structured open market, as is the case with other
countries with similar challenges with street markets. Ramota agreed with this idea, but argued back that the traders
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to be selfish and seeking their personal interest and not the collective good. This young man agreed and sighed. On

this note, he thanked Ramota again and hurried away.

wkY2idl aA3KSR RSSLfed WeKA& A& [F3T2ad ¢KS fFyR 2F Kdzad:
Meanwhile, the wind eased up a bit and the sanitation workers returned to the street to clean up. There was little

or nothing to do, as the wind had swept everything away, so they formed groups and werechatting in the street,




with cleaning tools in their hand. Some of these workers were close by my location [see picture] and two of them
approached me. [I guess their latest conversation was about me and they were curious about my presence].

2:00 pm: Boredom, heat and discomfort

By 2:00 pnit is still very sunny, the wind was still and the events on the street has become monotonous. Cars moving,
pedestrians walking past to and from, chatting, greeting or just looking away. There seems to be equal
concentration of pedestrian movement on both sides of the road. And everything seems stable. Even the Isah, the
traffic warden has left the street, as cars are now moving at regular pagewy obstructing each other. AbBakr

had just crossed the road to see a friend, who in turnktb@m into Oluwole motor park.

However, there is body discomfort due to heat from the sun and the surrounding glare from the bitumen material
on the street.Despite the fact that Ramota hasilizedthe shade giverhy the van that just parked, she has grown
weary, andthus, standsup to stretch herself, walks around her products, yawns, moves randomly/circular motion.
Almost subconsciously, she crosses the road and stumbles into an elderly Alhaja who was walking by. Meanwhile
she positions herself in such a way that she can beihgo#& her goods from afar while talking. After a lengthy
conversation of about 15 minutes. They exchange pleasantries, the elderly woman moves on while Ramota returns
to her post.

She then takes one of the remaining puvaters which she had not drank, went to a corner to wash her face. Even
though it was not a prayer time, Ramota used that opportunity to spread her mat and say her prayers.

She returns to her seat and with her face still wet, begins to fan herself with her raffia hat, but not satisfied, she
takes blows herself and adjusts forwamldtake the breeze from the passing cars. The double parking situation was
still there.

She later stands up again to stretch herself, when suddenly, a young man, seemingly in a hurry, almost collided with
herWA & | = S [wonanilodkiativhefd yduCare going], he remarked rudely and hurried away. Ramota ignores
the insults, as she is used to sudh.addition, she was not in the mood to engage herself in any confrontation,
especially with a person young enough to be her son.

A few pedestrians notice her, before an elderly man stops to greet briefly about the weather, which was getting very
unbearable. Other traders around took shade under their wide umbrellas. The driver of the imam, who was still
there in his car, simply puin the A/C of the car, turned on the radio and slightly wind down the glass on the front
passenger's side of the car, so that some of the cool breeze can escape. He then signalled to Ramota with the horn
of the car to come over to the passenger side offthe NE G2 Wil 1S &a42YS 2F (KS 3I22R (K.
her gratitude and moved her stool towards that side of the car, she stoqueujpdicallyto feel the breeze, directly,

for a few seconds before sitting down again.



5:00 p.m.Evening daily prayer time

It is 5:00 pm and the minarets are sounding for evening for prayers. Even though today is noaRddais is a
central mosque [a main mosque meant for congregational worgh#p2 a I f | 3 ds k& lycalKpQpularly call it],
Prayers take place every day in this mosque. Even though, it is a weekday, faithftulsS Y]zt# ¥odz@in their

tents and hundreds.

CONCLUSIORErsonal space: effect of outdoor environment

Ramota oultfit includes her hat, a light round neck cotton shirt. These are worn in order to combat the outdoor
exposure and to get noticed. He moves about occasionally and interacts with others. This gives her the opportunity
to stretch herself and breakhe sitting monotony. Even though, the mosque car park is a neat environment, the
immediate surroundingsg across the road is a contrast to this setting. This includes dirt, noise, and humidity.

The placement at the premises of the Lagos central mosque offers Ramota the opportunity to meet and relate with
a diversity of people during her daily lifdhese people range from male to femayeung to old and they offer
varieties ofbehavior, which shape her lived experiences. They contribute significantly to understanding the
following factors which explains why Ramota prefers that location as trading spot:

Ease of access, vintage positionirgigious significance, familiar people, security, high activity concentration
meeting people: human sociological & psychological impastliness, wellbeingsuccor ease, company. The
resultant effects include Ramota performing multiple roles during her course of everyday life. This includes her role
as information giver: relating with strangers and friends (categorized as pedestrians and vehicle users) which means
adapting to a variety of human characters aehavor.

Based on the totality of everyday experience the following sociological inapedysis is obtained:

Sociological impact:

Reflection: space & human behaviour

Life offers both sides of the coin. We have to deal with both. The multiplicity in meaning of space is revealed in its
ability to accommodate multiple / variance of human behaviour. Lagosians are active pabpbsy/s on the move,

and this can affect thebehaviour in publie particularly to strangers. This provides a broad range of emotions which
make up her sociological impact:

A PositiveTips, patronage, information, recommendations, goodwill, joy, love, fulfilment, sense of belonging

A Negative:sadness, insult, anger, snub, rude, dirt, blocking, invasion of privacy, ingrate, mood swing

Summary

The insights from this sample studye obtained from the interlink of findings from each aspect of the table of
content. This cumulates into the sample study and reflects an interweave of these aspects of the study:

A Placement of street market activities is heavily influenced by the dense population and crowded nature of the

built environment layout and building architecturfgroblem].



A Ramota thrives on social space. Ramota engages with different social class, each with unique circumstances and
resultant engagement with space. She meets with diverse types of people with valyargcters. This
influences the approach, meaning and experiences of space.

A Her world view is constantly shaped by events in the city space which she contributes to or happens to her.

A The street and the mosque combine to produce her weitv, which influences hebehaviorand response to
LIS2LX S aKS YSSia SOSNE RIeo 2KFG @&2dz ¢2 dzbdhaverolISOG T NJ
others and within the space of her trade.

A Ramota presents multiple personalities, with which sia@balance several aspects of life, including meeting
people with diverse characters. She represents different personalities to different people she meets, hence, she
is able to adapt to the people and thus adapt to her surroundings and ultimately, shapeohlerview. This
quality is necessary for her to thrive as a trader in this location.

Analysis of trade positioning in everyday life

A Standing / looking éngagingsitting / looking /engagingwalking ; leaning ; stand alone ; praying ; absent

A Socie spatialsignificance of Nnamdi Azikwe street: because of the surrounding land use features, the street
becomes a platform for various interpretations, use and meanings that define the everyday experience of the
area.

A The street markets therefore represent stimulant for social relationships via meetings, encounters, views,
negotiations,and other social factors that make up the experience of everyday life.

Insights

i. The vintage position provides an opportunity to reach out
ii. The process of reaching out reveals the cultural characteristics of the Lagosians
iii. There is a correlation betweedhe procesf reachingout andin providing opportunity to market goods
and services
iv.  There is a seamless process of adaptability to the dictates of the environment and ability to respond via
social interaction
V. Social interaction opens up possibilities and endless opportunities

Vi. The border between formality and informality is very narrow.

vii.  Culture, language, religion ring people together. It is noteworthy that the conversation took place in
vernacular
Viii. People connection and opportunity knows no boundaqeghether educated or otherwise.

ix.  Social space
X.  Hybridity of identity
xi.  There is a thin line between informality and time consciousness

xii. ~ There is a thin line betweendualist economy which includes outlook as portrayed by these women.



6.3 Discussions and conclusion

1. COMMON THEMES OBTAINED FRONPARTICIPANMIND PARTICIPANT OBSERVATION
WITH THE SAMPLES:

(0]

The problem is that street trading and pedestrian and vehicular traffic flow are
interwoven.

the importance of strategic placement in trading

evidence of pragmatism and resilience in negotiations

it seems that there is an organic way of doing things in which the essence of the

space as an entity is being explored for its commercial value

2. COMMON THEMES OBTAINED FROM INTERVIEW WITH THE SAMPLES:

(0]

o

Disconnect, anger, frustration, dreams, failed expectations, quest ...etc.

The challenge of over taxatiotplls, and levies from different control sectors. This
represents a means of ripping off a vulnerable set of people, due to lack of alternatives
but to come out into the open space to trad€his clearly shows that public space is
being commercialized under the guise of upholding law and ofi@s also indicates

the peculiar chain of economics existing in the area through the distribution of goods
and services, and also the circulation of capital among different stakelsol@eis
shows how street trading becomes an important tool in the organization and
distribution of wealth, which in itself represents an organic way of ensuring
sustainability through the public space, which becomes a tool of common identity.
Therefore, the urban public space becomes a platform to creat@renessby
highlighting the actual needs of a section of the population througimacular acts

of commerceas adow-costform of selthelp initiative. This initiative also becomes the

basis of expressing their rights to the city.

CONCLUSION



It is noteworthy that the type of product has spatial implications, as it determines how the space

is shapedo accommodate the goods, the packaging technique, the patronage level, customer

preference and the marketing strategy. Given the various types of goods being sold by different

traders, these factorsreatean interesting complex array of spatial patterns in the public space

3. EVIDENCE OF THE NEED FOR PRAGMATIC APPROACH TO PROBLEM SOLVING:

(0]

It seems that street trading is a response to a bigger problem, which is overcrowding
and the resultant pedestrian and vehicular traffic congestion, which symbolises the
hustle and bustle of everyday lif&rguably,the presence of street tragts, even
though it seems unconventional, represents an unconventional economic approach
to providing everyday essentials. This leads to the alleviation of stress and strain by
anticipating and meeting immediate and future neg¢dgprovide everyday essentials,
through vernacular communication and strategic placement, which leads appealing,
viable, basic, minimal, flexible alternatives, thereby saving time and money and
adding value

Consideration of added value, given the peculiarities of city life through creative
means ofspace renegotiation

Reconsideration of vulnerable groups such as street hawkers through creative
means of space renegotiation such as taxation and provision of amenities in order to

add value to themselves and the society

Chapter 7:

Outdoor manicure & pedicure treatment by a

group of Yoruba women
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Feedback: FEMALE Gender group of manicure/pedicure traders (source: field work, 2016)
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