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Living and looking outside the 

box: rejuvenating law

Jane Ching, Professor of Professional Legal Education



And the people in the houses

All went to the university

Where they were put in boxes

And they came out all the same.

And there's doctors and lawyers

And business executives

And they're all made out of ticky-tacky

And they all look just the same. …

And the children go to summer camp

And then to the university

Where they are put in boxes

And they come out all the same

Malvina Reynolds, “Little Boxes”, 1962



▪ “Copilot, provide a photorealistic picture of a 

lawyer who is ‘made out of ticky-tacky’”

▪ “Here is your photorealistic depiction of a lawyer 

“made out of ticky-tacky,” inspired by the imagery 

of uniformity and constructed sameness from 

Little Boxes.  If you'd like a different style (more 

whimsical, more exaggerated cardboard texture, 

different setting, etc.), I can generate 

alternatives—just let me know!”



Boxing
What is it that is distinct about legal education (or the law 

degree)?





▪ Not required to qualify as a regulated lawyer (in effect an exemption from 

professional qualifications)

▪ “Law degrees prepare graduates for a range of careers” 

▪ What is it that a law degree gives a student that another degree would not?

 

The LLB sits in an odd place in England and 

Wales

Quality Assurance Agency, ‘Subject Benchmark Statement: Law’ 

(Quality Assurance Agency 2023) 

<https://www.qaa.ac.uk/docs/qaa/sbs/sbs-law-

23.pdf?sfvrsn=c271a881_6> accessed 26 February 2026.
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Ann Thanaraj and others, ‘The Many 

Routes into Law – and the Resulting 

Problems’ (Beyond Compliance, 2 

December 2024) <https://beyond-

compliance.co.uk/compliance-

matters/the-many-routes-into-law-

and-the-resulting-problems/> 

accessed 30 January 2026
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What do students 
think the degree is 
for?

Melissa Hardee, ‘Career 
Aspirations of Students on 
Qualifying Law Degrees in 
England and Wales.’ (Higher 
Education Academy 2014)11,  
<https://www.advance-
he.ac.uk/knowledge-
hub/career-expectations-
students-qualifying-law-
degrees-england-and-wales> 
accessed 26 February 2026.
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▪ A threshold concept is specific to a discipline and:

▪ Transformative (occasioning a significant shift in the perception of the subject);

▪ Irreversible (unlikely to be forgotten, or unlearned only through considerable effort);

▪ Integrative (exposing the previously hidden interrelatedness of something); and

▪ Troublesome

Can we work out what is distinct from 

threshold concepts (and threshold 

capabilities?)

Jan HF Meyer and Ray Land, ‘Threshold Concepts and 

Troublesome Knowledge (2): Epistemological Considerations and 

a Conceptual Framework for Teaching and Learning’ (2005) 49 

Higher Education 373



▪ In law?
▪ rule of law and precedent

▪ uncertainty

▪ ‘analogy, materiality, responsibility, allocation of risk’

▪ ‘contingency’ 

▪ research 

▪ ‘malleability’ 

▪ ‘thinking like a lawyer’

▪ contracts

▪ the difference between ratio and result 

Threshold concepts (and threshold 

capabilities?)



▪ Doctrinal

▪ Comparative

▪ Legal skills

▪ “Thinking like a lawyer” – but what 

kind of lawyer?  Why, if most 

undergraduates won’t become 

lawyers?

Is the distinctiveness in method and 

methodologies?



▪ For advocates and appellate judges

▪ Langdellian Socratic case method

▪ Mooting

▪ For legal advisors

▪ Problem questions (not the same as PBL)

▪ Clinical legal education (as a subset of experiential legal education)

Is the distinctiveness in signature 

pedagogies?



▪ “Prescribe”

▪ Draft and interpret laws

▪ “Describe”

▪ Draft contracts and other legal 
documents

▪ “Persuade”

▪ Negotiate deals

▪ Advocate

▪ Solve problems

▪ Translate

Creativity





Unboxing
What could we rejuvenate or change?





Box 1: the subject

▪ Law of obligations anyone?

▪ Comparative law? Global law?

▪ The double maîtrise

▪ Business law?  Law with Business?

▪ Applied law v pure law?  Pathways?



Box 2: the school

▪ Mandatory IT?

▪ A social justice theme?  An international 
theme?

▪ Problem-based learning for all 
(Maastricht, York)?

▪ Clinical and experiential (Universidad 
de los Andes, Brigham Young 
Academies)?

▪ Expertise in part-time study (OU)



Box 3: the classroom

▪ Victorian classroom?

▪ SCALE-Up and other spaces?

▪ IT, online and gamification?

▪ Learning by walking around?

▪ The clinic?

▪ The workplace?



Box 4: the teacher and the students

▪ International students.  Working 

students.  Caring students.  

Commuting students.

▪ Life experiences?

▪ Interaction and co-teaching?

▪ Co-creation?  Self-determination?
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